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Abstract

The objectives of the Search by:

1 determine the historical thinking skills necessary for teachers
of history at secondary schools.

2 evaluate the performance of history teachers at the secondary
schools in the light of those skills.

The current research is limited to :

The teachers of history at Diyala for the academic year 2011,
2012.

The research includes (72) teachers teaching at the schools, part
of the Directorate of Education at Diyala, Who were selected at
random.

The research tool takes a note form . It includes (35) skills
which are divided into (5) axes prepared through.

The tool had been applied after assessing its validity through the
agreement the researcher and another observer .

The researcher used a number of statistical tools to analyze the
results of research, such as :

Chi-square to test the validity of items in the responses of the
arbitrators and the equation of Cooper to extract the stability
observed between the researcher and another observer, and the
equation of the average weight and the percentage weight to
estimate the importance of the historical thinking skills,
according to the performance of teachers and to sepurate the
achieved performance from the unchieued one and to arrange
the skills of each axis separately.

B



The results of the study are :

1 the number of achieved skills is (21) which is( 60%) of the
total number of note form, while the achieved skills are (14)
which accounts for (40%) of the total number of the note form .

2 the (weak) level occupied the first rank among the levels of
appreciation and it is about (39.64%) of the total frequency of
the performance of teachers of history, followed by the level of
(high) which is about (36.62%), which level (average) occupied
(23.72%).

3 - The performance of history teachers in relation to historical
thinking was weak compared to the criterian adopted in the
study .

4 - The performance of teachers in relation (the center of the
chronology) and (the center of historical thinking) was
acceptable, "in general as it exceedes the standard adopted in the
study.

5 - The performance of teachers in relation to (the analysis of
historical issues and decision-making) and (the historical
analysis and interpretation) was a weak performance "in general
as it did not exceed the standard adopted in this study.

In the light of these results the researcher concluded the
following :

1 — the weakness of teachers' performance in relation to the
historical thinking was due to their little knowledge of the
methodology of historical research.

2 — the inadequate performance of some teachers in the use of
teaching strategies to develop historical thinking skills (such as



cooperative learning - brainstorming - to the problem-based
learning) and others.

3 - Do not enough attention to the training of teachers on
thinking skills in general and historical thinking skills in
particular.

4 - lack of decisions of the colleges of education to historical
thinking skills necessary for teachers.

In the light of these results the researcher recommends the
following:

1 - Adoption historical thinking skills which are tacked in the
present study and utilize them in the evaluation of history
teachers at preparatory school.

2 - Provide teachers of history list of historical thinking skills
identified identified in this study in order to utilize them in their
performance and self-evaluation.

3 - Adopting the list of historical thinking skills that have been
tackled in this study to evaluate the student / teacher in the
duration of the application.

4 - Development manuals for teachers to include planned
lessons to help developing historical thinking skills to serve as
model for teachers.

5 - Making training courses to train teachers of history during
their service and to make use of the list of historical thinking
skills presented in this study during preparing training courses .

6 - Include teaching methods in the curricula of colleges of
education historical thinking skills.



In the light of the results achieved in the present study and to
complete the aspects that studies of the following:
1 - A similar study to evaluate the performance of history
teachers at the intermediate and preparatory schools.
2 - A study to evaluate the performance of the student / teacher
at the colleges of education in relation to the skills which the
researcher specied .

3 — A Study to assess the programs of preparation at the college
of education in the relation to historical thinking skills.
4 - A study to measure the students' performance with regard to
the skills of historical thinking and its relation to used teaching
strategies.



