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Abstract

Imagology researches attracting more and more consideration and
interest as a result of scientific researches, which proved the importance
of the image borne by the individual in forming the social reality by
guiding the knowledge process and through becoming cultural directions
for the behavior, and it reinforces the prejudice among the groups by
permitting the exploitation of one group or more by other group or
groups. In spite of the interest in the subject of image and stereotype that
started since the end of the World War 1, never the less the researches on
the woman image were not really active until the late quarter of the 20"
century, and particularly since the age of woman, which began in 1976,
following this date, many conferences , symposiums , and seminars, were
held for studying the subject, the series of researches performed and
published in media on woman image project light on the seriousness of
image, particularly the status of woman and her merging in the
development process, parallel to it and in a widened scope, there were
studies on sex stereotypes research in psychological realm.

This paper is an effort to explore the details of the image drawn for

woman in the individual mentality, and their method in describing, and
the meanings they assign to it, the meaning they give to their imagination
regarding it, and the reflection of such imagination on the image of
woman towards herself . The image takes form in turn through the
socially directed education, on the 1st place, and which is affected by
socialization process, and what it bears, such as representations, habits
and beliefs about women.
As for the aim of this study: It aims to discover the configuration of the
Iragi woman social image, and to find if this image changes in
accordance to changes in : social /economic status (class), religion,
nationality and the education level, and the definition of the stereotype
and non-stereotype. It aims as well to explore the self-imagination of
women; and measuring its changes due to the changes in the social status,
social /economic status (class), profession, religion, nationality and
educational level, recognizing the distance and difference between self
image of the Iraqi women self-image and her imagination about lIraqi
women as whole.

To achieve these results, we resorted to a methodology that
combines the quality and quantity methods that are applied to the
phenomenon, because the quality methods are good for deep
understanding of the representations and images of the individuals
regarding themselves, and this is achieved by knowing how they think
about women and how their beliefs and attitudes deal with the woman
and their attitudes towards the women, and the causes that motivated



them to imagine her this way or that. We depended greatly on the Focus
Group Method in collecting data, the method constitutes interviewing
groups to gain more deep understanding of the point of views,
experiences, feelings and attitudes regarding the subject under discussion.
As for quantity methods, they are done by measuring the image
level and its propagation , its generalization, and their correlation to a
number of variables.
A number of statistical methods were used ... among them T. test for 2
independent cases, ANOVA analysis, and L. SD test to follow up Pearson
Correlative Coefficient .

The research found the following results:

1- The participants evaluation regarding women were low.

2- Social image of the women is a stereotype image, the negative
attributes are more than the negative ones.

3- There is no difference between males and females regarding the
woman image they bear, nevertheless the evaluation of women
achievements was greater in women compared to the evaluation of
men regarding it.

4- Regarding the changes of age the individuals had no changes in

their original image.

5- There is a difference between married and no-married, the married
benefit better than non-married.

6- The socio-economic variable does not contribute to the formation
of the social image, but there are differences between the middle
socio-economic class and the high socio-economic class, that is in
viewing the tendencies and interests of women.

7- The results found great difference between the image borne by
society, about women and self image.

8- There was a difference between single, married, divorced, and
widowed women in viewing their ability, the estimate single
women of their abilities was greater compared by the estimate of
divorced and widowed. The self image of women raises to high
level in accordance with socio-economic level, and their education
level, but there was no difference between working women and
women not working, or between Arab women and non Arab
women in valuing the self image. Our results show significant
differences between the view of women toward herself and her
view towards other women, which signify contrast and
considerable distance from other women.

The research discussed theses results and came out with some

recommendations; the most prominent of which was:



Improving the woman reality through preparing, planning,
executing national wide programs so as to raise her real social level
that improves women images by planning programs and projects for
this purpose in women local societies.
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