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Abstract

This study is a socio-anthropological study of one of southern Irag marshes (Al
Hammar March) from 1992-2006. the study is interested in the social, cultural,
economical and environmental changes in addition to the social structure for the people
of Al Hammer Marsh in its both ecological and economical sides. The first represents
the human interaction with the environment and how to make use of natural resources
that are rich in the march. The latter is interested in the economical sides.

After the political decision of drying the marches in general and Al Hammar
marsh in particular, which results in the deterioration of the environmental system and
the shortage in the natural resources and fading of social and economical activities.
This pushed the people of the marshland to depart into two directions( external and
internal migration). This has a significant affect on the lives of marshland people and
their subculture where they transported to areas of different cultures than theirs.
Besides the inferiority that comes to them from the receiving societies. This, in its
turn, lead to the separation and difficult adjustment with the new society, so the people
stayed detached in separation from the local people. They adopted careers different
from theirs when they get to use it in their marsh lives. They practices agriculture in
general and they worked for daily wages where it continues to the second generation
of their descendants. After they returned to Al hammer marsh after water have reruned
in 2003, some problems occurred regarding returning water to all the marshes or part
of them due to the demand of agriculture to lands.

The technology has remarkable role in the social changes for Al Hammar marsh
people ( Mobile, satellites). This effected the changes in the aspect of the culture of the
marsh people in addition to their communication with the city life after the separation
that they witnessed has its own effect in the change process, but the changes is not in
isolation of social and cultural changes remarkable in their life.
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