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Effect of Cooperative and Competitive Learning Metlod in Tenth
Graders' Academic Achievement and Retention of Reang
Comprehension Skills of Arabic Poetry
By
Inas I. Aragawi
Advisors

Dr. Ghassan Hilo Prof. Abdelnasser-€)adoumi

Abstract

This study sought to find out the effect of the petive and
competitive learning method in the academic achmeard and retention of
reading comprehension skills of Arabic poetry bythegrade students. To
this end, the researcher developed and adminiseareachievement test
after perusal of the seventh and tenth lessonkeotdnth grade's school

textbook Al-Mutalah w _NusoodReading and Texts).

The researcher made an analysis of the textbookdamdified items
of the achievement test. To check validity of thetiument (achievement
test), the researcher submitted it to a numbeef&rees in the college of
Educational Sciences of An-Najah National Univgrand at Al-Quds
Open University as well as at the Directorate otu¢dion, Jenin. The
researcher, in addition, tested the reliabilitytioé achievement test and
found it to be (0.77). The researcher also caledlahe difficulty and

discrimination coefficients of the test items.

The population of the study included all tenth gradat government
schools, Jenin Governorate. The subjects of thaystvere (104) female
students divided randomly into two experimentalup® and one control

group. The first and the second experimental groug® taught by using

B



the competitive and cooperative learning methodscontrast, the control

group were taught by using the traditional method.

To analyze the data, the researcher used the SRigE&am. After
data analysis, it was found that there were siedit significant
differences a{a=0.05) in academic achievement and retention adinga
comprehension skills of Arabic poetry by tenth gratldents between pre-
and post- tests and the retention of the first expntal group (which was
taught by using the cooperative learning methodgallnlevels save the
application. The students' achievement, in the pmed post-tests and
retention, was better, in all levels of achievemandl the total score of
achievement, than the pre test. It was also fobatithere were statistically
significant differences ataE0.05) in the academic achievement and
retention of reading comprehension skills of Arapmetry by the tenth
grade students between the pretest and post-testretantion by the
second experimental group (which was taught bygusie competitive
learning method) in all levels and in the total recof achievement. The
students' achievement, in the pretest and posamtestetention, was better,
in all levels of achievement and total score ofi@dment, than in the pre-

test.

Furthermore, it was found that there were staafilicsignificant
differences at =0.05) in the academic achievement and retention of
reading comprehension skills of Arabic poetry bg tenth grade female

students between pretest and posttests and retdnticghe control group

C



(which was taught by using the traditional methodall levels and in the
total score of achievement. The students' achiemgnrethe post-test and
retention, was better, in all levels of achievemesmd in the total score of

achievement, than in the pretest.

However, there were the statistically significanffedences at
(a=0.05) in the academic achievement of reading cehssion skills of
Arabic poetry by the tenth grade female studentshen post-test at the
comprehension and recognition levels and in thduatian between the
traditional, competitive and cooperative learningtihods. In contrast,
there were statistically significant differencegshie remaining levels and in
the total score of achievement in the posttest éetwthe traditional,
competitive and cooperative learning methods. Ad tifferences in the
levels of knowledge, recalling, application, anayand total score of
achievement in the posttest were between the cawpatnethod and the
traditional and cooperative methods in favor of tbenpetitive method. It
was also found that there were no statisticallynificant differences at
(a=0.05) in academic achievement of reading compmbanskills of
Arabic poetry by the tenth grade students, in #tention of knowledge,
recalling, application and evaluation, between ttraditional and
competitive and cooperative learning methods, bete were statistically
significant differences, in the levels of compre$ien and recognition and
in the analysis and total score of achievementetention, between the
traditional and competitive and cooperative methofi¢earning. All the

differences, in the comprehension and recognitewels and in analysis
D



and total score of achievement in retention, wetevben the competitive
method, on one hand, and the cooperative anditraditmethods, on the

other hand, and in favor of the competitive metbbkkarning.

In the light of these finding, the researcher rec@nds the effective
use of modern strategies such as cooperative amgetdive learning in
the teaching of different disciplines at variouagsts. The researcher also
suggests that in-service training courses be lweldfabic school teachers
to familiarize them with the modern learning/ teaghstrategies. She also
recommends doing more research on the efficacyowipetitive learning
in developing reading comprehension skills of Acapoetry. Finally, the
researcher recommends conducting more research fficacg of
competitive and cooperative learning in all acadewdiisciplines at all

school stages.



