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Abstract

This study aimed at determining the textbook readability level for
sixth grade pupils in the Nablus District. To achieve this, the study
sample (n. 608 ) was selected randomly from sixth grade pupils studying
at the schools of the Nablus District distributed at the city and some of its
villages in accordance with their percentage of their representation in the
study population. The number of schools where the test was administered
wis 14 schools distributed as follows: 3 basic schools for boys in the
city, 4 schools for boys in the village, 3 schools for girls in the city, lour
basic schools lor girls in the village, and one mixed school. Six excerpts
were selected randomly from the subjects of the text book.

To achieve the aim of the study, the cloze procedure was used to
determine the readgwsh . : Frpts. Means and

percentages were uged [ofdachexecrptind the total degree. The results

were good for the rligious and-fictionexeerpts, medigm for educational

salislactory for scientific, cultgral, and political
excerpts. The repeatdd Multible-Analysiswol Variancé (MANOVA) of the

statician Wilk's, Lambda was used to measure il there were differences

social excerpts, an

among the excerpts. The resull showed significant differences at ( a =
0.05 ) in readability among the studicd excerpts. To determine what
excerpts had diflerences, the Sidac lest lor bianry comparison was used
lo compare between the means. The results showed significant
differences at (@ = 0.05 ) in excerpt readability. The excerpts that had the
highest scores were , [fiction, religious and social excerpts respectively.
The results of the scientilie, political, and cultural excerpts were almost
cqual in readability level.

To find out whether the excerpts were gradual, the Sidac Bianry
Comparative test was used. The test results showed that the excerpts
were gradual in their readability. The Pearson Correlation was also used
to find out the correlation between the study average and the readability
degree.  The results showed the presence ol positive signilicant
correlation al (@ = 0.05 ) between the study average and the readability
degree al the various levels  where the value of the Pearson correlation
rachd (0.87). To find out the correlation between the readability level and

Sr.




pender, the Hlest was used for two independent groups. The resulls
showed that there were significant differences at { ¢ = 0.05 in the
readability degree of the Arabic Language textbooks of reading for the
sixth grade pupils in the Nablus District on all the excerpts usd in the
study and the total degree lor males and [emales in favour of females.
The t-test was used for two independent groups to find out whether there
differences in readability attributed to the pupil's residence. The results
showed that the t value calculated for all the excerptls and the readability
total degree was greater  than T.I'IL tuble value ( 1.96 ), that is, there were
significant dilTerences al (a= = 0.05 ) ol readability degree ol the Arabic
Language textbook lor reading ol the sixth basic grade in the Nablus
District on all the excerpts and the total degree between the city pupils
and the village pupils in favour of the city pupils. To lind out the
readability level of the Arabic Language lextbook, frequencies and

percentages were used for each level and the pupils' scores were

distributed accordiry lo -lhe theee:reading, levels: ihdependent level,
educational level, afid lrustration level, The arithmdtic mean (40) was
taken as a norm thalshowed the minimum Ll-L‘“['E;‘t‘ ol p@pils' performance
al the cloze procedéso-dbmt the lextshould, h{ constdered readable and
the maximum degre lected excerpts to
this norm. it was found out 1hal the majority of pupils lay within the
educational level (59.7 %), followed by the independent level (24.5 %)
and [inally the frustration level (15.5 % ) which means that the reading
text of the sixth basic grade are suitable for this grade [rom the point of

view of their readability. 2

The Chi Square Test was used to find out whether there were
dilTerences ol the readability level attributed to the sex, residence and
school average variables. The results showed there were significant
differences at ( @ = 0.05 ) in the readabilily levels between males and
females in favor for females. The results also showed there were
significant differences at ( @ = 0.05 ) in the readability levels belween the
city pupils and the village pupils in favor for the city pupils.



Recommendations:

|. Books readability should be measured before confirming them.

2. Making use of the cloze procedure in determining the books
readability and graduality.

3. Publishing additional books parallel to the topics of the Arabic
Language textbooks that include texts suitable for the independent level
of pupils for additional reading.

Suggestions:
The researcher suggests carrying out the following studies:

1. Measuring the Arabic Language Textbooks of other grades.

2. Studying the relgfionship between readability and ofher variables such
as gender and residdhce. A =
3. Replicating the present study by-using-other forns to predict the
readability of Arabig texts,

.'J
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