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Childhood is Future wealth for all countries of world. The
investment of this wealth is considered as a civilized indicator to
nations’ superiority this due to a fact that early childhood
represents a decisive period in one’s life in which individual’s
future personality foundations are built and determined.

Children’s social and emotional development is regarded as
the most important aspects of development that the educational
and social institutions seek to develop in the child’s personality
because they have a significance in achieving security and
stability, acquiring him the social behavior that helps him/her to
learn sound behavioral values and ideas such as discipline,
respect of others’ rights, respect of other’s opinion to be adorned
with patience and all what help him/her to construct their
personalities and their emotional and affective stability and to
create the social adaptation for him/her. This aim won’t achieve
unless the Kkindergarten activities are meaning full and con
elaborate this development. Generally. Kindergartens work by
their programs to a chive most aims in particular in play that is
considered as the child’s first function and his/her main work in
this age period in itself.

In addition to play characteristics that can be used by
kindergartens as an effective tool in children’s socialization
establishing their personalities, achieving their emotional and
affective stability, and acquiring some social concepts and
attitudes, research agreed upon a fact that a play practiced by
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child leaves a trace in the child’s personality and elaborates
his/her personality if the play is a meaning full and organized.

The research-due to the researcher’s knowledge haven’t
addressed the effect of play on the kinder garten child’s social
and emotional development in Irag in particular; and effect of
the main types of play on this kind of development (social and
emotional) that are: Free play, competitive play and cooperative
plat. The problem of the present investigation is to find out to
what extent these three types of play, free play, competitive
play, and cooperative play contribute in developing the child
socially and emotionally.

The present investigation aims to:-

Recognize the effects of free, competitive, and cooperative
play in the kindergarten children’s social and emotional
development.

The sample of investigation consisted of (30) male and
female children divided between them equally. The sample
subjects were equally distributed between the two sexes on three
experimental groups. They are:

First experimental group (groups of Free play), second
experimental group (group of competitive play), and third
experimental group (group of cooperative play).

The researcher employed the experimentalism to find out
the effect of these three types of play: (Free, competitive, and
cooperative) on the kindergarten child’s social and emotional
development Special instrument was prepared by, the researcher
herself to measure the purpose of the present investigation: the
social and emotional development.
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The measure constised of 30 items represent the social and
emotional behaviours made by children through their interaction
in the Kindergarten setting. Kindergarten teacher answered the
items of measure after the sample numbered was determined by
the researcher herself. Validity of measure was established
through using methods: -1- Face validity and construct validity.

The items of measure was analyzed through establishing its
validity and discrimination. The reliability of measure was
checked up through computing the correction reliability whereas
the reliability of response was checked up through using Alpha
cronbach’s method. Thus, the reliability coefficient was (0.74).

It was a states factory coefficient and can be depended
upon. After measure administration of teseach sample, data
were statistically analysed by using:- (t-test for two independent
samples, one-way analysis of variance. Scheffe’s test for
multiple comparisons among the arithmetic means).

The Following results were arrived by the investigator:-

1- There is a statistically significant difference at the level of
(0.001) in the scores of social and emotional development
(For both male and female children): the calculated F-ratio
for the difference significance was (9.728) greater than
tabulated F-ratio (a) among the three groups (group of free
play, group of competitive play, and cooperative play) and
this difference was for the favor of the group free play.

2- There is a statistically significant difference at the level of
(0.001) in the scores of social and emotional development
(For male children). The calculated F-ration for the
difference significance was (10.649) greater than the
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tabulated F-ratio among the three experimental groups for
favor of the group of free play.

3- There is a statistically significant difference at the level of
(0.05) in the scores of social and emotional development (for
female children). The calculated F-ration for the difference
significance was (18.569) greater than the tabulated F-ration
(9.59) greater, among the three experimental groups. This
difference was for favor of the group of free play.

In the light of these results, a number of recommendations
and suggestions were of fered by the investigator herself —
Recommendations:-

1- Free play in Kindergarten should be paid special attention
because it has a vital role in the children’s social and
emotional development.

2- Play styles and activities used in kindergartens should be paid
special attention also through discovering the modern styles
and activities in away that leads to activate the play activities
and removing the factor of dullness and routin in children’s
play.

3- Suitable resources and potentialities should be provided and
supplied to enable children of practicing play activities in
terms of their maturity and educational experience in addition
to supply the play settings with necessary equipment’s and
requirements to open the door to practices the free,
competitive, and cooperative games.

4- Teacher should be given an idea about the importance of play
and giving them textures about how to use play as a means
that contributes in establishing instructional situations by
which child can acquire new behavious help him/her to re —
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adaptation, and discharging negative emotions and feelings
he/she suffers and to relief of anxiety.

Suggestions:

1- The effireness of play on modification of kindergarten
children’s behavior disorders should be examined.

2- An experimentally similar study to the present investigation
addressed to examine other types of play such as make-
believe play should be conducted.

3- A study that clarify the relation ship of play and other kind of
development such as intellectual, Physical, motor, and
linguistic development should be made.

4- A case study should be done to recognize the effect of play
on redemption of some behavior problems for children such
as stealing, aggression, shyness, and fear.
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