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i@ h:mds ano funcnon

A There are four klnds of noun in Enclrsh
Comrnon nouns: dog, man, table -
Proper nouns: France, Madrid, Mrs szth Tom
Abstract nouns: beauty, chamy, courage, fea,r joy .

“Collective nouns; crowd, flock, 70up, Swa m team S
wkmk #vre Vo € w\en\hsq u.vxc-\\n\f\ a'si \»\ev\fmv\ g : p’ T :

B A noun can funcnon as: -
" The subject of a verb: Tom amved : R
- The co*nplement of the verbs be ber‘ome, seem Tom s.an acto:r. i
. The object of a verb: [ saw Tom. ' '
- The object of a preposition: I spoke to Tom _ N
A noun can also be in the possosswe case: Tom’ s baoks N T

T e e s

1 1 Gender

A Mascuhne men, boys and male anlmals (pronoun he/they)
' ' Feminine: women, girls and female ammalsr(pronoun she/they)

.u\’} Neuter inanimate things, ammals ‘whose sex we don’t know and
- sometimes-babies whose. sex we ‘don’t know (pronoun 1t/they)
Exceptions: ahlpS and sometimes cars and other vehicles when
regarded with affection’of respect are considered fem;nne Countnes
when referred to by name are also normally con31dered feminine.
_ The ship struck an iceberg, which tore a huge hole in her side.
- B . Scotland {ost many of her bmvesr men m two great rebellzons.

B Mascuhne/femmrne nouns denotlng people,_; IETEURENE =
1 leferent forms: i e .
- (@) boy, girl . .gentleman, lady - son, daughter-
~ bachelor, spinster ~ husband, wife . ‘uncle; aunt
bridegroom; bride. - man, woman - - - widower, widow -
Jather, mother . nephew, m'{zce_ e nEl
- Main exceptions: _ S
Cbaby infant . - .. . . relative.
child - - pavent © .- -spouse.
cousin " _relatzon o teemager -
- (b) duke duchess o5 " king, queen S __:'__z'bf_f'z'nce:, princess.

~lovd, lady




2 Nouns

The majority of nouns indicating occupatlon have the same forrn:

artist cook driver - guide
assistant dancer - doctor etc.

Main exceptions: :
actor, actress host, hostess
condisctor, conductress -~ manager, manageress
hetr, heiress, ~ Steward, stewardess
~ hero, heroine , ©waiter, waitress

~Also salesman, saleswoman etc., but sometimes person is used 1nstead

of -man, ~woman: salesperson spokesﬁerson

u"s

g C : ‘Domestic ammals and rnany of the larger Wﬂd ammals have durerent

- forms: T bty \,';J, o
o bull, cow duck dmke . mm ewe smllzon mare o
- -cock, hen ~ gander, goose - sfag, doe - tzger tzgress '
" dog, bitch . lion, lioness . :

o -;_Others have tne same form. |

_ ':?Piurals _ S
.. The plural of a noun is usually made by addmg s to the smgular
day, days ~ dog, dogs  house, houses

*'s is pronounced /s/ afterap, korf sound Otherwise it 1s

: pronounced fzf. :

" Wheu s is placed after ce, ge se or ze an extra syllable (/1z/) is added
'~ to the spoken word. -

Other plural forms - S o P

' Nouns ending in 0 or ch, sh, ss or x form thelr plural by addlng es:
tomato, toniatoes " brush, brushes . box, boxes
church, churches - kiss, kisses

-But words of foretgn orlgln or abbrev1ated Words endxng no add s
only: '

dynamo, dynamos kimono, kzmunos . piano, pianos
kilo, kilos - -+ photo, photos " soprano, sopranos

When es is placed after ch sh 88 Or X'an extra syllable (/Iz/) is added
to the spoken word." ‘ : - .

. Nouns endlng in y following a consonant forrn thelr plural by droppmg{
the y. and adding i ies: .
" baby, babies counh:y, counmes ﬂy, Slies lady, ladzes
Nouns ending i in'y following a vowel form their plnral by adding s:
boy, boys . day, days donkey, donkeys guy, guys - -

' D Twere nouns ending in f or fe drop the f or fe and add ves These

. ‘nouns are calf, half kmfe leaf lzfe loaf self sheaf shelf thzef
' wzfe wolf: '

b _ loaf loaves.

| wzfe wwes fetc. Ll L

wolf wolves




2 Nouns

The nouns hoof, scarf and wharf take either s or ves in the plural:
hoofs or hooves  scarfs or scarves wharfs or wharves

Other words ending in f or fe add s in the ordinary way:
cliff, cliffs  handkerchief, handkerchiefs  safe, safes

E A few nouns form their plural by a vowel change _ |
: foot feet ~ louse, lice mouse, mice . woman, women

‘goose, geese. man, men ~ tooth, teeth .
The plurals of chzld and ox are chzldren oxen.

F Names of certain creatures do not change in the piural

ﬁsh is nor'nally unchanged fishes exists but is uncommon.
‘Some types of ﬁsh do not normally change in the plural: -

___c_qrp - pke sal_mor_z__ - brout
cod - plazce squid P turbot
mackerel

but if used in a plural sense they Would take a pIural verb
Others add s: _

~crabs herrmgs sardmes

“eels - lobsters - sharks - R
deer and sheep do not change: one sheep, two sheep

Sportsmen who shoot duck, partridge, pheasant etc. use the same’ form .

for singular and plural. But other people normally add & for the
 plural: ducks, partridges, pheasanis.

The word game, used by sportsmen to mean an ammal/ammals hunted

18 aiways n the smgular -and takes a singular verb.

G A few other words don’t change:

- aircraft, cmﬁ (boat/boats) - quid (slang for £1) -~

counsel (barnsters working in court)
Some measurernents and nurnbers do not change (see chapter 36)
“For uncountable nouns see 13 o

H Collectlve nouns, crew, famzly, team etc can take a smguiar or plural

~verb; singular if we con31der the Word to mean a smcrle group or umt
 Qur:leam-1s.the best -. Y :
or plural if we:take it to mean-a number of 1ndw1duals

Our-team ave.wearing their new jerseys.: LS vt
When a possessive adjective is necessary, a plural verb vnth thelr is
‘more usual than a smgular Verb Wlth 1ts though sornetnnes both are
“possible:” ‘ :

" The jury is conszdeﬂng its verdict. .

The ]ury are conszdmng thew' verdzct

Certam Words are always plural and take a plural verb
~ clothes - police .
garments cons1st1ng of two partS

and tools and 1nstruments cons;stlng of tWO parts: . 'm: jj gw

. bznoculars '

L
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2 Nouns

Also certain other words including:

arms (weapons) particulars
damages (compensation)  premises/quariers
earmngs riches -
goods/wares SQUIngs
greens (vegetables) spirits (alcohol)
grounds . stairs -
- outskirts surroundings
- pains (trouble/effort) ‘valuables

] A number of words ending in ies, acoustics, athletzcs ethzcs hystems

mathematzcs physics, polztzcs etc Whlch are plural n form, normally

R take a plural verb:

st mathematics are weak

But names of sciences can sometimes be con51dered smgular

Matkematzcs s an exact sczence

: Words plural in form but smcrular n meamng 1nclude news

- The news 1s good

- certaln diseases:

mumps  vickels Sh_z'ng_les

" _and certain games:

billiards darts  draughts
bowls dominoes |

Some words which retain their original Greek or Latin forms make their

'plurals according to the rules of Greek and Latin:

crisis, crises ['kraisis/, /' kram z/  phenomenon, phenomena
ervatum, errata - v radius, radit -
memorandum, memoranda g termmus, fermini -
oasis, oases /au'ersis/; /au'ersi: zl - '

But some follow the English rules:

dogma, dogmas  gymnasium, gymnasiums.

formula, fomulas (though formulae is, used by SCIentlStS)
Sometimes there are two plural forms with different rneamngs

. appendix, appendzxes or appendtces (medlcal terms)

" appendix, appendices (addltlon/s toa book)

index, indexes (in books), indices (in’ mathematxcs) :
Musicians usually prefer Italian plural forms for Itahan musical terms:

libretto, libretti ~ tempo, lempi
But s is also possxble lzbrettos, tempos

ca

) Compound nouns

Normally the last word is made plural

- boy-friends  break-ins.  travel agents - -

But where man and woman is prefixed both parts are made plural
men dnvers - women dnvers :
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We drlnk beer, coffee gin, but we can ask for a (cup of) coffee, a gin, tzeo“
W but enjoy @ good wine. We drink it from 2 glass or

. e e
2 Nouns v

t

The first word is made plural with compounds formed of verb + er
nouns + adverbs: :

hangers-on  lookers-on runners-up ,
and with compounds composed of noun + preposition + noun:
ladies-in-waiting = sisters-in-law  wards of court
Initials can be made plural: = |

- MPs (Members of Parliament)
VIPs (very lmportant persons)
- OAPs (old age pensioners) - L
_UF Os _(umdentlﬁed flying ob]ec_ts) o

Uncountaole nouns (also knoxm as non eount noms or

& mass nouns)

9

' -.Names of substances consu:lered generally
bread: - cream. gold. - paper. _fea
o beer © dast Cdce. . isand. . water
Ccloth - gin o jam . seap wine
-}coﬁee glass - ol . steme . wood
Abstract nouns: «\wi e o SRS A m”‘w"\‘;\’\ \\ .
advice - experience Chorror _._pzty '
_beaua‘y -~ fear o mformatzon . rvelief
Cou_m'ge_ - help : knowledge .. suspicion
“death hope 5 o mercy , ;e'goafk____

Also considered. uncountable in Enghsh
baggage o dam;zge ‘ luggage shoppmg
campmg . Jurnituve parking . .-weather.

{ These, with hazr information, knowledge Hews,: mbbzsh are. Sometlmes_

countable in other languages

Uncountable nouns are always smgular and -are- not used with a/an

~ Idon’ twant (any) admce or help. 1 wani (some) mformatzaw

Hé has had no expeﬂence in thzs:“son‘ of work N

A._These nouns‘are. often preeeded by'“ome, any, no, a llttle etc or by
nouns such as bzz‘ pzece slzce etc Cof o T

- a bit of news 'gram ofsand‘ B apot of]am o
igiake of soap C 7 @' pane of glass ""_? ‘a sheet of paper P
a drop of ml a pzece of advzce )

Many ‘of the nouns in the above groups can be used ina part1cular sense
and are then countable. 'They can take a/an in the s1ngular and can be
~used in the plural. Some examples are given below. " =* 7

~ hair (all the hair on one’s head) is considered: uncountable but 1f we

con31der each hair separately we say one’ hazr o hairs etc: .
Her hair is black. Whenever she fmds agrey haz'r she pulls if out.

i
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2 Nouns

-~ experience meaning ‘something which happened to someone’ is countable:
He had an exciting experience/some exciting experiences
(= adventure/s) last week. :
work meamng ‘occupation/employment/a ]Ob/}ObS is uncountable
o ]
" He is looking for work/for a job.
works (plural only) can mean ‘factory’ or rnovmg parts of a rnachme
= _works (usually plural) can be used of l1terary or rnus1cal cornposmons
' Skakespeare 5 complefe works ' : L

j Some abstract nouns can be usecl in a partzcular sense Wlth afan

- a rellef
_ {t was a relzef fo. szt down

a knowledge + of: -

' ““He had a good rc?’()Zf/'lEdgé‘ of mazfue/nutzcs
e 'a ﬁzsllke/dreaa/hatred/horror/love + of i is also possﬂﬂe
S g loveof music a hatred of violence ' SR

S a mercy/plty/shame/wonder can be used wzth that clauses R

' introduced by it: '
' - It’s a pity you weren 't here. It's a shame he wasn t pazd
_ _1t + be + a pity/shame + infinitive is also poss1ble
sz would be a pity to cut down these tfees

a fear/fears a hope/hopes, a suspicion/suspicions
‘These can be used with that-clauses introduced by there
There is a fear/There are fears that he_has been. murdered
- We can also have a suspicion that . .
Something can arouse a fear/fears a hope/hopes a suspzczon/suspzczons

PR -
T -

The ferm of the pessessive/ genitivé case’ !
’s is used with s1ngular nouns and plural neuns not endmg in's:
a man’s job the people S chpice
L mien's werk T R the crew’s quarters
‘@ woman’s intuition - “the horse’s mouth * - -+ - e
the buicher’s (shap) ~ ““the bull’s horns T
" a child’s voice - women’s clothes
. the children’s room . . -Russia’s expoﬁs
| B/ A simple apostrophe (' )is used w1th plural nouns endmg m s
' a girls’ school ~  the students’ hostel - _ I
_the eagIes nest . .. the szths car AR Lo

xo«’j @ @lassmal names endmg Ins usually adcl only the apostrophe

Pythagoms Theorem : Archzmedes Law ' Sophocles pldys.

@ @ther names endmg ins can take s or the apostrophe alone
"My Jones’s (or Mr Jones’ hoise) * Veais s (or Yeals?) poems

My Ckﬂmn area greaz‘ help fome. A good ?_%_GP would b:e a he[p SR
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2 Nouns

With compounds, the last word takes the ’s:
my brother-in-law’s guitar .
Names consisting of several words are treated similarly:
Henry the Eighth’s wives the Prince of Wales’s helicopter
' can also be used after initials:
the PM's secretary” the MP’s brigfcase the VIP's escort
Note that when the possessive case-is used, the article before the

‘ person or thing ‘possessed’ disappears:

the daughter of the politician = the polztzczan s daughter | o
the intervention of America = America’s intervention - L
the plays of Shakespeam = Shakespeare s plays '

Use of the p@ssesswe/gemtne cabe and of + n@un RN

: The p@ssesswe case is chiefly used of pe@ple c&untne:; ar ammals as - .
- shewn abeve. It can alse be used: :

- @f shlps and beats: the ship’s bell, the yacht’s mast |
- Bf planes trains, cars and ether vehicles, theugh here the ef

censtructien is safer: . .
. g glider’s wings er the wings of a gltder :
the train’s heating system or the heatmg system of the tmm

In time expressiens:

a week’s h@lidéiy teday s paper B 't@mormw’s weather .- |

in twe yeays' time " ten minutes’ break ‘twe heurs’ delay

@ ten-minute break, a twe-houy delay are alse p@ss1ble

We have ten mmutes break/a ten- mmm‘e break

_In expressiens of meney + werth:

 £1’s werth of stamps ~ ten dellars’ worth of ice-cream

. Wlth fer + neun + sake: for, heaven s sake for g@@dness sake
" Ina few expressiens such as:

a stené’s threw Jaumey s end the water s edge o

_ We can say either o winfer’s day era winter day and @ summer 's day er

a summer day, but we cannot make spring or autumn possesswe,
except when they are personified: Autumn’s return.

Sometimes certain nouns can be used in the possessive case mthout
the second noun. a/the baker’s/buicher’s/chemist’s/flovist’s etc. can
mean ‘a/the baker’ s/butcher’s etc. shop’.
Similarly, a/the house agent s/travel agent s etc. (ofﬁce) and the
dentist’s/doctor’s/vet’s (surgery)

You can buy it at the chemzst 5. He 5 gomg to the dem‘zst s.

o Names of the owners ‘of some busmesses can be used mmﬂarly

" Some very. we]l -knc

""Sotheby’s, Claridge’s "+

arvods.

™o

own shops' etc. ca}l themselves by the possesswe
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- 2 Nouns

Names of people can sometimes be used similarly to mean -
‘...’s house’: '
We had lunch at Bill's. We met at Ann'’s.

~of + noun is used for possessxon

When the possessor noun is followed by a phrase or clause:
- The boys ran about, obeying the divections of a man with a whistle.
- I took the advice of a couple I met on the train and hived a car.

; W1th inanimate ‘possessors’, except those listed in A above:

the walls of the town - the roof of the church =~ the keys of tj?e car |

- However, it is often possible to replace noun X + of + noun Y by
- noun Y + noun X in that order: -

the fown walls  the church roof .~ the car keys

The first noun becomes a sort of adjectlve and is not made plural

“the roofs of the churches = the church roofs (see 16)

i Unfortunately noun + of + noun combinations cannot always be - S L
- replaced In this way and the student is _a__dvl_s_ed__ touse of when in doubt, -~ .

~ Compound nouns
- Examples of these:
Noun + noun:

- \London 'Tmnspan‘ |\ Fleet Street - Tower |Bridge

lhall \door \traffic warden 'petrol tank
thitch-hiker = - Isky-jacker lyiver bank -
- \kitchen \table - - lwinter \clothes
~ Noun + gerund: S o
' \fruit picking o Morry driving  ~  coal-mining
Clweight-lifting - ¢ \bird-watching  \surf-riding
Gerund + noun:. -
lwaiting list .. \diving-board  \driving licence
ilandmg card o 'dmmg—room *swzmmmg pool

‘:Some ways in Whlch these combmatlons can. L be used:

When the second noun belongs to or.is part of the first:
Ishop window lpz'ct‘me‘ frame  college Mlibrary
\church bell Ngarden \gate ~ \gear lever

But words denotmg quantlty lump pm't pzece slzce etc. cannot be used
- in this' way: :

a prece of cake a slzce of bread

‘ 7_ - The first noun can indicate the place of the second

Igity street lcorner \shop lcountry lane™ 'st%eet market
The first noun can mdicate the time of the second; c

Asummer ‘holiday -~ \Sunday ’paper . !Novem_ber_ lfogs R
Ispring ﬂowers Mawn 'choms_ SR e
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4 The first noun can state the material of which the second is made:
Isteel 'door lyope ladder 1gold wmedal 1
Istone twall \silk lshiri

wool and wood are not used here as they have adjectwe forms: woollen ; '
and wooden. gold has an adJectlve form golden but this is used only "
ﬁguratlvely
" a golden handshake @ golden opportumty golden hazr
- The first noun can also state the power/fuel used to operate the
o Second S g S o
‘gas fmz ' 'petrol engine ‘011 'stove

- _- 5 The first word can indicate the purpose of the second

lcoffee cup - lescape hatch chess board
s yeading lamp - \skating vink  Min opener
e - \golf club - 'notice board - football ground

C ~ 6 Work areas, such ds factory, farm mme ete can be preceded by the o
L - name of the article produced: - R s
Nish-farm ~ \gold-mine 3 'ozl -7ig
- or the type of Work done: '
nspection pit — \assembly plant 'decompression chamber
e .7 These combinations are often used of occupations, sports, hobbies and
o the people who practise them: R S
isheep farming \sheep farmer thop singer
\wind surfing bwater skier. \disc jockey
and for competitions: R W -
\football match . ‘ennis tournament  \beauty contest . ‘carrally
, 8 The first noun can show what the second is about or concerned with.
Ha A work of fiction may be a ‘detectzve/murdef/mystew/ghost/horror/spy
i story. We buy 'bus/train/plane t:ckets ‘We pay fuel/laundry/
_mzlk/telephone bills, lentry fees, Jmcome tax, tcar insurance; 'water rates,
Iparking fines. :
lellarly with commutees departments, talks, conferences etee:
S ’housmg commzttee ‘educatzon depan‘ment lpeace talks o ' i

‘ ; 9 These categones all overlap to-some -extent. They are not rneant to be
in mutually exclusive, but aim to give the student some general 1dea of the
(5 ~ uses of these combinations-and help with the’ stress B

As will be seen from the stress- marks above

‘ ; 1  The first word is stressecl in noun + gerund and crerund + noun S
' " combinations, when there is an idea of purpose as in B5 above andin -
" combinations of type B7 and B8 ahove. i -

2 Both words are usually. stressed in combinatlons of types Al B1- 3
- above, but inevitably there are exceptlons :

3. In place-name cornbmatxons both words usually have equal stress
L *ng s 'Road ' 'Waterloo ’Bmdge 'Lezcesz‘er \Square R
' ' tions. Whele the last -~ g




Adjectives

17 Kinds of adjectives |
A 'The main kinds are:
* (a) Demonstrative: this, rha; fhese those (see 9)
(b) Distributive: each, every (46); etther, neither (49). _ L
__'(c) Quantltatlve some, anj, no (50) lzttle/few (5) many, much (95) - ]
- U one, twenty (349) T P
N (d) Interrogative: which, whrzf whosv (54)
B - -'__;"'-"(e) Possessive: my, your, Wis, her, is, our, your, their (62) o
i (f) Of qual 1tv cle:ue:r d?y, far‘ Eolden good heavy, sguare (19)

e A e 2 R S Pt iy e e DR gt

B '._Part1c1ples used as ad}ectives
. Both present participles (ing) and past participles (ed) can be used as
- adjectives. Care must be taken not to confuse them. Present participle
- adjectives, amusing, boring, tiring etc., are active and mean ‘having |
this effect’. Past participle adjectives, amused homfzed tired etc are’
- 'passwe and mean ‘affected in this way’.
~The play was boring. (The audience was bored.)
The work was tiring. (The workers were soon tired.)
The scene was homfymg (The spectators were homﬁed )
. an-anfuriating woman (She made us furious.)
an mfumated woman (Somethmg had made her furlous )

ally

TC'V"Agreement :
i Adjectives in Enghsh have the same form for smgular and plural
b masculine and feminine nouns; _
il a good boy, good boys & good girl, good girls .
- The only exceptions are the demonstrative adjectives this and that
“which change to these and those before plural nouns:
this cat, these cals  that man, those men

¥

D Many adjectwes/partl(:lples can be foﬂowed by prep031t10ns good at,
tived of (see 96). _ '

18 - Position of adjectives: 'attributive and predicative use

B | A -Ad;ectwes in groups (2) ~ (e) above come before thelr nouns: _ )
sk this book- - which boy . - my dog : o

B _Adjectwes in thls p031t10n are called attnbutlve adjectwes

X '__Adjectwes of quahty, however can come either before: thelr- nouns




3 Adjectives

or after a verb such as (a) be, become, Seem:
Tom became rich. Ann seems happy. L |

or (b) appear, feel, get/grow (= become), keep, look (= appear), make,

smell, sound, taste, furn: . . -

- Tom felt cold.  He got/grew impatient.

. He made her happy. The idea sounds interesting.

* Adjectives in this position are called predicative adjectives. Verbs used

in this way are called link verbs or copulas. - o

" Note on link verbs (see also 169)

A problem with verbs in B(b) above 1s that when they afe_ _ﬁ.(‘)t_us'ed as

| link verbs they can be modified by adverbs in the usual way. This '
" confuses the student, who often tries to use adverbs instead of

" Tadjectives after link verbs. Some examples with adje_c_t_ives_and adverbs "

. may help to show the different uses: B
" He lpoked calm (adjective) = He had a calm expression.

" He looked calmly (adverb) at the angry crowd, (looked :_h__ere' 153 S

 deliberate action.) S
She turned pale (adjective) = She became pale. R
- deliberate action.) : o SR
" The soup tasted horrible (adjective). (It had a horrible taste.)
* He tasted the soup suspiciously (adverb). (fasted here is a deliberate

Some adjectives can be used only attributively or only predicatively,
and some change their meaning when moved from one position to

" the other. _ | : L E
‘bad/good, big/small, heavy/light and old, used in such expressions

as bad sailor, good swimmer, big eater, small farmer, heavy drinker, light.
~ sleeper, old boy/friend/soldier etc.; cannot be used predicatively without

changing the meaning: a small farmer is a man who has a small farm,
but The farmer is small means that he is a small man physically.
Used otherwise, the above adjectives can be in either position.

(For little, old, young, see also19BY 7 e

- -~ ¢hief, main; principal, sheer, utter come ‘before their nouns.

frightened may be in either position, but afraid and upset must
. follow the verb and so must adrift, afloat, alike (see 21 G), alive,
‘alone, ashamed, asleep. L DR

" The meaning of early and late may depend on their position:

" an early/a late train means a train scheduled to run early or late in the
‘day. The train is early/late means that it is before/after its proper time.

* poor meaning ‘without enough money’ can precede the noun or follow '
“. theverb. ST

poor meaning ‘unfortunate’ must precede th'e_,noun.- =
- poor meaning ‘weak/inadequate’.precedes nouns such as student,

" worker etc. but when used with inanimate nouns can be in either

position:
H

- He turned angrily (adver_b) fo the man b_e_hz'ﬂd him. (tumed_here_. _is_ a' i

s e




- 3- Adjectives

Use of and

With attributive adjectives and is used chiefly when there are two or

more adjectives of colour. It is then placed before the last of thése;
a green and brown carpet  a'red, white and blue flag

With predicative adjectives and is placed between the last two:

- The day was cold, wet and windy, . - . '

sed - ‘fjf:?:'

" 19 Order of adjectives of quality

a8 .y A Several variations are possible but a fairly usual order is: adjectives of . -
SO (a) size (except little; but see C below) - -~ - S '
4w general description (excluding adjectives of personality,
ths 1 . emotion efe.) i e T
4 (o) age, and the adjective little (seeB) -
i (@) colour e
4 (g) origin L EERRRER

is a4 (h) purpose (these are really gerunds used to form compound

- nouns:,walking stick, riding boots). .

B T - along sharp knife - g small round bath
rate o new hexagonal coins T blue velyet curtains
.  anold Plastic bucket an elegant French clock
o : - Adjectives of personality/emotion come after adjectives of physical -
ok 'description, including dark, fair, pale, but before colours:
- a small suspicious official a long patient queue

a pale anxious girl @ kindly black doctor
an inquisitive brown dog : e

B little, old and young are often used, not to give information, but as
- part of an adjective-noun combination. They are then placed next to
their nouns: '

L Your nephew is a nice little boy. - That young man drives too fast,
o little + old + noun is possible: g ittle old lady. But little + young
1 ismot. ' ‘ | |
When used to give information, old and young occupy position (c)
1 above: : E Lo R
. @young coloured man  an old Welsh harp S
. 4 Adjectives of personality/emotion can precede or follow young/old: | s
e & a young ambitious man  ap ambitious young man ' '
lrg;:r. { . youngin the first example carries a stronger stress than young in the

o second, so the first order is better if we wish to emphasize the age.
b little can be used similarly in position (c): - o
b a handy little calculator - an expensive little hotel .

~ But small is usually better than little if we want to emphasize the oy




3 Adjectives

fine, lovely, nice, and sometimes beautiful, + adjectives of size
(except little), shape and temperature usually express approval of the -
size etc. If we say a bedutiful big room, a lovely warm house, nice/fine
thick steaks we imply that we like big rooms, warm houses and .

thick steaks.

fine, lovely and nice can be used sumlarly Wll.h a number of othe_r
- ad]ectwes '

fine strong coffee. - a lovely qmet beach a mice dyy day

- When used predicatively, such pairs are separated by and:

The coffee was fme and strowg
“The day was nice and dry.

. :beautlful s not much used n thlS sense as a predicatwe ad]ectlve

: pretty followed by another ad}ectwe Wlth no comma between them IS
- an adverb of degree meaning very/quite: She sa pretty tall givl means .

: _".She s qwtﬂ/vﬂm tall. But a preity, tall girl or, more usually, a tall pretty__
i _-_'gza'l means a glrl Who is both taB and pretty 3

: '_T here are three degrees of comparlson

Companson = /

o Positive Comparatwe. . 'Superl_ative

dark - darker - darkest
tall “taller . . tallest

useful more u§eful - - most useful

One sy]lable adjectives form thelr comparatlve and superlatwe by

: addmg er and est to the positive form:

brzght brighter. - brightest
Adjectives ending in e add r and st:
. brave.  braver ... - bravest

o AdJectlves of three OF friore sy]lables form their comparatlve and

superlative by puttmg more and most before the positive:.
interested - - more interested “most tnterested
- frightening more frzghtemng . most frxghtemng,

'_ Adjectives of two syllables fo]low one or other of the above rules.
Those ending in ful or re usually take more and most: ‘

doubtful i; more doubtful - - most doubiful .
obscure - more obscure - most obscure - .

o Those ending in er,y or.a consonant + le usually add er5 est or I, st:,

clever. cleverer ,,cleverest Sl
pretty prettzer_ - pretiiest (note that the y becemes 1)
' --__._;_gentle gentler - gentlest - sl
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F,sby - In coﬂoqulal English eldest, oldest and youngest are often used of :
SRR only two boys/girls/children etc.:

3 Adjectives

Irregular comparisons:

bad worse worst .
Jjar farther " farthest (of distance only)
Surther Sfurthiest (used more Wldely, see F, G)-
good better best
little less least
many/much  more . most S
":'old . eder  eldest (of people only)

8 ~older . oldest (of peOp e and thmos)
farther/farthest and further/furtheat_ R |

' *Both forms can be used of distances: -

York is faﬁherxﬁaﬁher than Lincoln or Selby
- York is the farthest/furthest town or ==~ =
~York is the farthest/furthest of the three

'-':_:__(In the last sentence farthest /furthest are prcﬁnoms See 24 B )
= further can also be used mamly Wlth absfract nouns, to mean
ST addlLlOBayEAtfa BN : S

Fun‘ker supplwé w.zll soon be avazlable FE
Further discussion/debate would be pointless. -

| :Slmﬂarly Surther enqmrzes/delays/demands/znformatzon/mstmctwns etc.
e : furthest can be used similarly, with abstract nouns: S

‘This was the furthest point they reached in their dzscusszon
- This was the furthest concession he would make

' (For adverb use, see 32.)

far (ysed for distance) and near o #

In the comparative and superlative both can be used quite freely
- the farthest/furthest mountain the nearest river .

: -But in the p051t1ve form they have a limited use. L
far and near are used chiefly with bank, end, side, wall etc.:

the far bank (the bank on the other side)
' the niear-bank (the bank on this side of the river)

. .mear can also be used with east, and far with north, south east
... .and west.

With other nouns far is usually replaced by dzsfant/remote and near by
nearby/nezghboumng a remote island, the neighbouring village.
For far (adverb) see 32; for near (adverb or preposmon) see 30 C

elder, eldest; older, oldest

. elder, eldest imply seniority rather than age. They are chleﬂy used for

compansons within a family: my elder brother, her eldest boy/girl;

| __ but ‘elder is not used with than, so older is necessary here:

- He is older than I ¢ am. (elder would not be possible.)

His eldest boy’s. at school ‘the othef 1S stzll at home

"'-.:'--'_._'_Th1s is partlcularly common when eldest “oldest are us'ed as




3 Adjectives

Constructlons with comparlsons (see also 341)

With the positive form of the adjective, we use as . as in the
affirmative and not as/not so . . . as in the ne gatwe
A boy of sixteen 1 often as tall as his father.
" He was as white as a sheet.
Manslaughter is not as/so bad as muvder.
Your coﬁee zs not as/so good as the coffee my mother makes

" Wrth the comparatwe we use than:

o The new tower blocks are much higher than the old buzldmgs
-~ He makes fewer mistakes than you (do). :
* He is stronger than I expected =

' ~Ididn’t expect him to be so strong. .

_'It Was More expensive than I thoughr
I didn't think 1t would be so expensive.

-"_"-_When than . . . is omitted, it is very common in colloqulal Envhsh to
‘use a superlative mstead ofa comparatwe Thl:: s the best way eould be '

~ said when there are only two ways. = :

'-(See comparatwes superlatives used as pronouns 24 B )

Comparison of three or more people/thmgs 1s expressed by the -
superlatlve with the . . . in/of: :

This is'the oldest theatre wn London.

The youngest of the family was the most successful.

" A relative clause is useful especially with a perfect tense:

It/This is the best beer (that) I have ever drunk.
It/This was the worst film (that) he had ever seen.
He is the kindest man (that) I have ever met.

It was the most worrying day (that) he had ever spent.

Note that ever is used here, not never. We can, however, express

the same idea with never and a comparative: :
" I have never drunk better beer. I have never met a lzmder man.
-He had never spent a more worrying day.

ﬁyNote that most + adjective, without the, means very:

You are most kind means You are very kind.

' most meaning very is used mainly with adjectives of two or more

syllables: annoying, apologetic, disobedient, encouraging, excztmg,
helpful, important, misleading etc.

- Parallel increase is expressed by the + comparatlve . the +

' -comparatlve :

 HOUSE AGENT: Do you want a bzg house?’
" ANN: Yes, the bigger the betler.
TOM But the smaller it 1s, the less it wzll cost us to heat

" Gradual increase or decrease is expressed by two comparatlves jomed |
- '.;'by and: '

The weathe'r is gettmg colder and colder o | -
~ He became. less and less. inferested. e

e e T
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3 Adjectives

Comparison of actions with gerunds or infinitives:
Rz’ding a horse is not as easy as riding a motor cycle.

1t is nicer/more fun to go with someone than to g0 alone.
(See 341.)

Comparisons with like (preposition) and alike:
Tom is very like Bill.  Bill and Tom ave very alike. ,
. He keeps the central heating full on. It's like living in the tro;bics _

_Comparlsona with like and as (both adverb and adjectlve expresswns
are shown here) -

I‘l theory like (preposﬁmzﬂ is used only w1th noun, pronoun or g ru_nd: o
. He swims like a fish.  You look ltke a ghost -
. Be like Peter/lim: go jogging.
= The windows were all barred. It was like bemg 1 prison.

"and as (conjunction) is used when there isa ﬁmte Verb

Do as Peter does: go jogging. _ o R
Why don’t you cycle fo work as we do? - T E IR

_But in colloquial English like is often used here instead of as: T

Cycle to work like we do.

like + noun and as + noun:
. He worked like a slave. (very hard indeed)
- ‘He worked as a slave. (He was a slave.)
She used her umbrella as a weapon. (She struck him with it.)

than/as + pronoun + auxiliary

When the sameé verb is required before and after than/as we can use an
auxiliary for the second verb. This auxiliary is not contracted.

I earn less than he does. (less than he earns)
The same tense need not be used in both clauses:

He imows more than I did at his age.

When the second clause consists only of than/as + I/we/you + Verb
““and there is no change of tense, it is usually possible to omit the verb:

I'm not as old as you (are). He has more time than I/we (have).
In formal English we keep I/we, as the pronoun is still considered to be

. the subject of the verb even though the verb has been omitted. In

- informal English, however, me/us is more usual: -

He has more time than me. They ave richer than us.

- When than/as is followed by he/she/it + verb, we normally keep the

verb: You are stronger than he is.
But we can drop the verb and use he/she/they n very formal Enghsh |

-or.him/her/them in very colloquial English.-

'- These rules apply also to comparisons made with adverbs

I swim _berz‘er than he does/better thcm hzm
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3 Adjectives

the + adjectwe with a plural meaning

‘ bln;nd deaf, disabled, healthy/sick, living/dead, r::.ch/poer,

unemployed and certain other adjectives describing the hurman
character or condition can be preceded by the and used to represent a

~ class of persons. These expressmns have a plural meaning; they take a

plural verb and the pronoun is they:
The poor get poorer; the rich get richer.

' the can be used in the same Way wrrh natlonal ad}ecuvee e'1dncr in ch -
or sh SR : .

. the butch th_e Spamsh ' the Welsa

' 'and can be used similarly with national adjectives endmo n se or ss

. the Burmese. . the Chinese ~ the Japanese the Swiss

though it 15 Just p0581b1e for these to have a smgular meanmg

: Note that the + ad;ectlve here refers to a group of people coneldeled | A
~in a general sense only. If we w1sh to refer toa partlcuiar group, we i_' ST
- must add a noun: ~- 0 : o R

- These seats m'e for r.‘he dzsabled SR
“The disabled members of our party we/e let n free _ '
The French like to eat well.

.The French tourists complained about the food

Some colours can be used in the plural to, renresent people but these

take s like nouns: the blacks, the whites.

the + adjectlve can occas1onally have a smgular meamng
" the Vaccused (person) the unexpected (thmg)

Ad}ectwes one/ones and adjectrves used as pronouns

| Most adjectwes can be used with the pronouns one/ones when

onelones represents a previously mentioned noun:
- Don’t buy the expensive apples; get the cheaper ones.
Hard beds are healthier than soft ones.
I lost my old camera; this 1s a new one.

Similarly with a number + adjective: : '
If you haven tgot a big plate, two small ones will do

Adjectives used as pronouns

first/second etc. can be used with or w1thout one/ones; i.e. they can A
‘be used as adjectives or pronouns:

‘Which train did you catch? ~ I caught the fzrst (one)

B the + superlatwe can be used similarly:

Tom is the best (runner). The eldest was only ten.

' and sometimes the + comparative:

Which (of these two) 15 the strongey? |

S But this use of the comparative is considered rather hterary, and in L
: .1nformal Enghsh a- superlauve is. often used here instead: -

e A £ R A T T I S5
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i ; many and much

- many (adjective) is used belo:ce cewtablc nouns.
-~ much (adjective) is used before uncountable nouns:

3 Adjectives

Adjectives of colour can sometimes be used as pronouns:

I like the blue (one) best.
Colours of horses, especially bay, chestnut, grey are often used as
pronouns and take s in the plural:

Everyone expected the chestnut to win.

The coach was drawn by four greys.

_Z_manv and much (adjectwes and pronoum)

He didn’t make many mistakes, = We haven’ tmuch coffee

. They have the same comparatlve and superlatwe forms more T
o -'and most: . : g

- more mzstakes/coﬁee - mosr mm/damage

-’many, much, more, most can be used as prmouns

- He gets a lot of letters but she doesn’t get many.
You have a lot of free time but I haven’t much.

| '_’mbre and most can be used quite freely, and so can many and much,
- with negative verbs (see above examples). But many and much w1th
' .afﬁrmatlve or mterrogatwe verbs have a restricted use. -

: many and much with afﬁrmauve verbs
‘many is possible when preceded (i.e. modified) by a good/a great
~ Both are possible when modified by so/as/too.

I made a good many friends there.
He has had so many jobs that . . .
She read as much as she could.
They drink too much (gin).

* When not modified, mdny, as object or part of the object, is usually

replaced by a lot/lots of (+ noun) or by a lot or lots (pronouns).
much, as object or part of the object, is usually replaced by a
great/good deal of (+ noun) or a great/good deal (pronouns):
I saw a lot/lots of seabirds, I expect you saw a lot too.
. He spends a lot/lots of/a great deal of money on his house. -
As subject or part of the subject, either many or a lot {of) etc. can be
used, but much here is normally replaced by one of the other forms

E __'much however, 1s p0531ble in formal English:

Much will depend on what the minister says.

- Compare negative and afﬁrmatwe sentences:

o g She a,te a lot/lots of fmzt/a great deal of fmzt or .

He hasn’t won many races.
~You’ve won a lot/lots of races or You've won a lot or
You 've won a great many (mces)

o ‘He dzdn t eat much fruit,
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3 Adjectives

many and much with interrogative verbs

Both can be used with how: How many times? How much

In questlons where how is not used, many is possible, but a lot (of) :

etc. is better when an affirmative answer is expected: : |
Did you take a lot of photos? I expect you did. :

“much w1thouL how is p0551ble but the other forms are a httle more
_ usual o

- Did you have a lot of snow/much SHOw last year? o

(FOL mueh as an adverb see 33 )

_Some of the most useful of these ad]ectlves are glven below grouped .
: roucrhly accordmg to meaning or type Some adjectives with several -
© meanings may appear 1n more than one Uroup (For adjectxves oo -
.. .prepositions, see 96.) - = S
. Starred adjecmes can also be used w1th tha‘t clauses Some‘omes

that . .". should is more usual. (See 236.) -
In sectlons B-E, with the exception of B2, the constructions are

| 'mtroduced by it. (For introductory it, see 67.) If it + be . . . is

' 'ormt that and the verb be:

B1

- of + object can be omitted after group (b) adjectives, and sometimes

_above adjectives and with a number of others, including:-
_ astonishing™, curious™, extraordmary* funny™® (— strange*)

preceded by find/think/believe etc. that it is somenmes possﬂale to,

- He found that it was impossible fo study af home =
He*f@und u‘ zmposszble to study at home.

it + be + adjectwe (+ of + object) + infinitive I is used chiefly Wlth _ !
adjectives concerning:
(a) character: brave, careless, cowardly, cruel, generous, good/
nice (= kind), mean, rude, selfish, wicked, wrong (morally)
etc., and fair*/just*/right* with negative or interrogative verbs, or
(b) sénse: clever, foollsh idiotic*, 1nte111gent sen51ble silly,
stupid. ; :
absurd®, ludicrous?*, ridiculous® and unreasonable are
sometimes also p0551b1e

1t was kind of you to-help him. (Y ou helped h1m This was kmd )

It was stuprd (of them) fo leave their bicycles outside. ™

after group (a) adjectives, except good and nice.. (Omission of of +
object would change the meaning of gocd and nice. See E)

Pronoun + be + adjectlve + noun + infinitive is also. poss1ble Wlth the

~ odd*, queer®, surprising™ efc. and pomtless usefui uselese

“ Comments of this type can some’umes be exp'”

- Ttwasa senszble precaution to take
That was a wicked thmg fo say.

' d_as exclamanons .
What a funny way fo park acar ]




3 Adjectives

The adjective is sometimes omitted in expressions of disapproval:
What a (silly) way to bring up a child!
What a time to choose!

Example with a that-clause:
It 1s strange/odd/surprising that he hasn’t answered.

it + be + adjective + infinitive is possible with'advisable*,
inadvisable®, better*, best, desirable ) essential* good (=
- advisable), important®, necessary® unnecessary , wtal* nd

| Wlth only + fair*/just*/right*: _ SRR
- Wouldn't it be belter to wait? ~ No, it’s essem‘?al fo book i advaﬂce e

for + objeu: can be added except after gaad (where it woufd Chcﬁ'}

5 0 the meamng, see E below) and after jusi:

i

e
1
8

- It won't be necessary for him lo report to the polzce -
It is only fair for him to have a chance. -

g ;1nessentlal and unimportant are not norma}ly used but -

S B Y

e

o not essential is possﬂ)le

D ii + be - adjecme (+ for + objecﬂ infinitive is posswb e With_ S R T
~ convenient®, dangerous, difficult, easy, hard®, possible*,

. impossible, safe, unsafe. (For possible that, see 27 E.)
. Would it be convenient (for you) to see My X now? -
It was dangerous (for women) to go out alone after dark.
We found it almost impossible to buy petrol. (See A above.)
The above adjectives, with the exception of possible, can also be used

e in the noun + be + adjective + infinitive constructlon

- This cake is easy to make.
- The instructions were hard io follow.
This car 1S% tsafe lo drive.

it + be + adjectwe/partlmple + mﬁmtwe is also possfnle w1th ad;ectwes
‘and participles which show the feelings or reactions of the person
concerned: -

agreeable dreadful * lovely™ terrible™

Cawful*  good*/nice* marvellous®  wonderful*
delightful * (= pleasant) splendid* etc.
disagreeable horrible™* strange™

and with the present participles of: ‘

alarm* bewilder discourage®  excite® surprise*

- amaze® bore . disgust® - frighten  ferrify

- amuse* depress™ embarrass  horrify*  upset

- annoy™ disappoint™® encoumge* interest* 'etc.

astonish®

- fun (= an exciting expenence) and a rehef can be used snmlarly
. It’s awful to be alone in such a place.
“It’s boring to do the same thing every day.
It was depressing to find the house empty R _ o
It would be fun/excztmg/mterestmg to canoe down the "rwer i
It was 'relzef to. L

E T




: 3 Adjectives

for + object is quite common after lovely, interesting, marvellous,
nice, wonderful and possible after the other adjectives:

It’s interesting (for childven) to see a house being built.

Tt was marvellous (for the boys) to have ¢ garden to play . ‘
Note that for + object placed after good restricts the mearung of good
to healthy/beneficial: It t’s good for you to take regular exercise.

_(good + infinitive can have this meaning but can also mean

" -'pieasant/kmd/adwsable See B, C above.) 3 L
it + be + adjective + noun + mﬁmtlve is al;ao p0531b1c wnh the above R

adjectlves/earhmples : : U SR

It was an cn‘mg ceremony to wafm
It was a ﬂorma placv fo Z'rve (m)

- Somewhat sumlar meanings can be expressed by subJect + adjectwe S
infinitive with angry*, delighted”®, d1smayed* glad*, happy*, = o
pleased*, relieved™, sad*, sorry* and the past parhmpies of the o
- verbs in E above: ['m delighied fo.see you. . = R
~The most useful, infinitives here are 4o ﬁ/zd/lzam/hgar/sez, buf S g
glad/happy/ sad/sorry are also OIten .Lo]lowed by iv sa j/tefi/mfwm aqu o
- sometimes by other infinitives:. : : : iy .

 He was glad to leave school.
~ She was dzsmayed to find the door locked

-SubjecL + be + adjective/participle + mﬁmuve wn‘.h aele/unable, apt,.

inclined, liable, prone; prepared, not prepared (=

" ready/willing/unwilling), reluctant; prompt, quick, slow

We are all apt to make mistakes when we try 1o hurry.

I am inclined to believe him. Iam prepared/feady fo help him.
_ He was most reluctant to lend us the money.
- He was slow to realize that times had changed =
:" He realized only slowly that times had changed.

Ad}ectwes mﬂmtlve/that clause;preposﬁlon constructions

due", due to, owing tq‘,_‘certam, sure, bound, confident

due, used of time, can take an infinitive: )

The race is due to start in ten minules.
But it can also be used alone: | o
The plane was due (in) at six. It is an hour overdue.

due to (preposition) means ‘a result of":

"The accident was due to carelessness.
owing to means. ‘because of’:
‘Quwing to his carelessness we had an accident. .

. due to should be preceded by sub]ect + verb but Enghsh people are
. chreless about this and often begm a sentence w1th due to mstead of o
'-?W1th0W1ngto L 2 S : :
certam and sure take mﬁmtlves to express the speaker s op1n1on
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3 Adjectives

Tom 15 certain/sure/bound to win. (The speaker is confident
of this.) '
But subject + certain/sure + that clause expresses the subject s

oplmon

Tom 1s sure that he will win. (Tom is confident of victory.)

confident that could replace certain/sure that above, but

. confident cannot be followed by an infinitive. :

- sure, certain, confadent can be fo]_oweci by of + noun/pronoun or
' geru‘xd ' o g8

~ Unless you 72 eaﬂy you can 't be sure of gefrmg a seczz‘

: __'_bound can tzke an infinitive, as shown above, but not a that- ciause. o
- bound + infinitive can also mean ‘under an obligation’: o

Accordmg to the com‘mct we are bouﬂd to supply M@ maferzals

- > .':__;'afragd {of), ashamed (of), sorry (for or about)
e : afmld of, abhamcd of, sorry for/abom_ + noun/mo*aoun or germd

- She 1s afraid of heights/of falling.

o He was ashamed o*’!ﬂzxfzaeif (for bewvm*‘ $0. E:c:dl )i zzsff'a?ﬂzw VJ

behaving so badly.

o I'mosorry for breakmg your window. (apology)

_ __I m sorry about your window. (apol ogy/regret)
I'm sorry for Peter. (pity)
afrald ashamed, sorry can be followed by an infinitive:
She was afraid to speak. (She didn’t speak.)
- I'd be ashamed to take his money. (1 don’t/won’ t take it.)
I'm sorry to say that we have no news.

o '_or by a that-clause:

- I'm ashamed that I've nothing better to offer YOUu.
She’s afraid (that) he won't believe her. (fear)
= I'm afraid (that) we have no news. (regret)
I'm sorvy (that) you can’t come. :
(For the difference in meaning between these three constructlons see

271. For I’m afraid not/so, see 347.)

anxious (about), anxious + infinitive, anxious that

anxious (+ about + noun/pronoun) means worried:
I'm anxious (about Tom). His plane is overdue.

be anxious (+ for + noun/pronoun) + infinitive = ‘to desire/to wish':
- I'm very anxious (for him) to see the Carnival. '

'anxxous + that . . . + should is possible in very formal English:

- The commztz‘ee 15 anxzous that this maiter should be kept secret.

o fortunate and lucky can take either a that-clause or an mﬂmtlve but
S there is usually a difference of meaning.
o .'It is fortunate/lucky that usually means ‘I’ sa good thmg that’:

o At's lucky that Tom has a car.
i ___-:'-"-It 's lucky that he passed his test. (Now he can drlve hlmself to the
| _statlon/take the children to the seaside etc.) | |
' it he has a car. (He can give us 2 lift etc) e




3 Adjectives

Subject + be + fortunate/lucky + infinitive, however, emphasizes the
subject’s good fortune:

He's lucky to have a car. (Many people haven't got one.)

He was lucky fo pass his test. (He wasn't really up to the standard.)
is/are + fortunate/lucky + present infinitive is used mainly with
static verbs. With was/were or the contlnuous or perfect mﬁmtwe
there is a wider choice:

-~ You were fortunate to escape unharmed

“You are lucky to be going by air. -~

He 15 lucky to have sold hzs house befom z‘hey derzded to bwld rhe' : '_

 new azrpon‘

) Itis lucky/uniucky can, however be fo lowed by the mn*utwe ot
- any verb: : : :

cItis unlucky fo break a mirvor. (It brmgs mlsfortune )

Twasn't lucky. " He's fortunate.
' Thmeen s my lucky number He s a fortunate man.

: possﬂ)le probable and llkely can take a that-clause 1ntroduced by

o _1t llkely can also be used with subject + 1nﬁn1t1ve

() It's possible that he'll come today =
. {b) Perhaps he’ll come/He may come today.
" (a) It’s probable that he’ll come foday =
(b) He'll probably come foday.
In-each case the (b) form is more usual than the (a} but the that-clause

s convement when we want to modlfy the ad]ectwes

It's just/quite possible that ..
~It’s not very probable that .

' Wi,‘th likely both forms are equal_ly useful:

i It's quite likely that he'll come today =
'He’s quite likely to come today.
is/are + subject + likely + infinitive is very ueeful as it supphes an
interrogative form for may (= be possible):
Is he likely to ving today?
possible, probable, likely can be used WIthout a that-clause when it
is quite clear what this would be:

Do you think he'll sell hzs housep ~ It s quzte passzble/pmbable/lzkely

(that he’ll sell 1t).

~aware and conscwus take a that ciause or of + noun/pronoun or
"gerund '

It be dangemus ~I'm aware that zt ll be dangerous/l m aware
of that ' S

- Twas consczous of bemg watched =.

I felt that someone was watchmg me
i se has. a.physu:al mea 'ng

.
.

4

‘fortunate and unfortunate aré not used here but can be used in the
other constru(,tlons “They are chleﬂy found in more formal J:ndhsh

These adjectlves can also be used alone or. w1th a 1’101.1“1 i

it e et L

B ]




Adverbs |

- Kinds of adverbs
Manner; bravely, fast, happily, hard, quickly, well (see 35)

Place: by, down, here, near, theve, up (36)

~Time: now, soon, still, then, today, yet (37)
- ¥Frequency: always, never, occasionally, often, twice 38)

Sentence: certainly, definitely, luckily, surely (40)

o Degree: fairly, hardly, rather, quite, too, very (41)

Interrogative: when? where? why? (60).

Relatwe when uhere why (75 E)

29

3 Fozmand use

The formation of adverbs with ly

Many adverbs of manner and some adverbs of degree are formed by

adding ly to the corresponding adjectives:
Jinal, finally  immediate, immediately slow, slowly

Spelling notes :

(a} A finaly changes to i: happy, happily.

(b) A final e is retained before ly: extreme, extremely. _
Exceptions: true, due, whole become truly, duly, wholly.

(c) Adjectives ending in a consonant + le drop the e and add y:
gentle, gently  simple, simply '

Note that the adverb of good is well.

Adjectives ending in ly
daily, weekly, monthly etc., kindly and sometimes leisurely can be
adjectives or adverbs, but most other adjectives ending in ly, eg.
friendly, likely, lonely etc., cannot be used as adverbs and have no
adverb form. To supply thlS defzczency we use a similar adverb or
adverb phrase:

ltkely (adjective) -probably (adverb)

Sriendly (adjective)  in a friendly way (adverb phrase)

Some adverbs have a narrower meaning than their correspondmg

~ adjectives or differ from them.

coldly, coolly, hotly, warmly are used mainly of feelmgs
- We received them coldly. (in an unfriendly way) _
They dened the accusation lwtly (indignantly)

She welcomed us warmly (in a friendly way) .-




4 Adverbs

highly is used ohly inl an abstract sense

,3ust§y corresponds to the ad]ectwe just (fair, right, lawful), but just

‘But pretty. can also be an adverb of degree meamng very

- 'rlght}y can be used with a past partlcrple to mean Justly 01‘ cor rectly

But warmly dressed = wearing warm clothes.

coolly = calmly/courageous}y or calmly/impudently:
He behaved very coolly in this dangerous situation.

presently = soon: He'll be here presently.

(See also 30 B. For barely, scarceiy, see 44. For surely, -
see40A) , _ L

[
i
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-'.Ad\, erbs and adjecmms W 1tn the same form

'back o hard* erﬂe E o rfght*

- deep™ © high* long =  short*
Cdirect* il low " still o
Coearly ¢ just” - much/more/most* Straight
enough O Rindly . mear* Cowell
far = late* o prety® o wrong® -
st e
'~ *See B below. o T T
. Used as adverbs: ' Used as adjectives:
- Come back soon. - the back door _
You can dial Rome direct. the most divect route
The train went fast. a fast train :
They worked hard. (energetmaﬂy) The work s hard
an ill-made voad -~ You look illwell
Turn right here. : the right answey
She went straight home. ‘ a straight line | : fi
He led us wrong. - This'is the wrong way. '

Starred words above also have ly forms ‘Note the meanings.
deeply is ‘used chiefly of feelings:
* He was deeply offended.
directly can be used of time-or- connectlon
- He’ll be here dirvectly. (very soon)
“The new regulations will affect us dzrectly/mdzrectly
(For hardly, see 44.) - oy

A i T T i s e e

A T G 1 T e

He was a highly paid official. - . They sﬁbke very hzghly of him.

can also be an adverb of degree. (See 41.) T

lately = recently: Have you seen hzm lately? R i

mostly = chiefly -

nearly = almost: I'm nearly ready

prettily corresponds to the adjective pretty (attractlve)
Her little girls ave always prettily dressed.

The exam was pretty difficult.

- He was nghtly/justly pumshed E o




4 Adverbs

But in each case the second adverb would be more usual.
shortly = soon, briefly or curtly.

wrongly can be used with a past participle:

You were wrongly (incorrectly) informed.
But He acted wrongly could mean that his acbon was elther 1ncorrect or
morally Wrong '

‘: long and near (adverbs) have a restncted use

o lenger longest can be used without restnctlon _

It took longer than I expected.

But long is used mainly in the negative or mterrogatlve

How long will it take fo gez‘ there? ~ It won't take long.

: In the affirmative too/so + long or Iong + enough is posmbfe '5 N
o Alternatlvely a long time can be used . S

It would take too long.
ot would take a long tzme

G In conversatlon (for) a 1011" time is often reDIaCéd by (for) ages

1 waited for ages.
At took us ages to get there

near - : :
~ nearer, nearest can be used without restriction:

Don’t come any nearer.

L But near in the positive form is usually quahfied by Very/qulte/solteo

or enough
They live quite near.  Don’t come too near.
You've near enough.

- The preposition near w1th noun, pronoun or adverb Is more generally
useful: : :

-~ Don trge: near the edge.
The ship sank near here.

far and mucb also have a restﬁcted use. See 32 and 33_.

- Comparative and superlative adverb forms

- With adverbs of two or more syllableé we form the comparative and
“superlative by putting more and most before the positive fer_m:

" Positive - Comparative Superlative
: 'Quickly N more quickly - most qm'_b_kly BN

| "f: foﬁunately o -m_ore fortunately_ ‘ :_m_ost for_mnately N

: } :Smgle sy]lable adverbs however and early, add er, _E‘-St

hardest o
arliest '(note the y becomes 1)__ -:
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o My C went fuﬁhest of all and sazd that no guns of any kmd should DR

33

- much meamncr a-lot can modlfy negatwe V&l‘ba

4 Adverbs

Irregular comparisons:,

well better = best

badly worse _ worst

little less " least

much more most. '

far farther ~ farthest (of distance only)

: fuﬂher furthest (used more widely; see 32 A)ﬁ

: fa:r farther/farthest and further/furthest

funhez‘ furthest -

These, like fartheufart‘aest can be used as adverbs of
place/chstance o

"~ Itisn't safe fo go any furtker/faﬁher in thzs fog

But they can also be used in an abstract sense: "

My A said that these toy prstols should not be on sale. i
Mr B went further and said that no foy pistols should be sold :

‘be sold

far restrictions on use.

_far in the comparative and supeﬂatwe can be used qu1te freeiy

He travelled fuirther than we expected.

~ far in the positive form is used chiefly in the negative and interrogative:

How far can you see? ~ I can’t see far. -
In the affirmative a long way is more usual than far, and a long way
away is more usual than far away:
- They sailed g long way. He lives a long way away.
But very far away is possﬂ:)le and so is so/quite/too + far and far +
enough: B
. They walked so far that . . . Theyfwalked too far.”
- We’ve gone far enough. ' o
far can be used with an abstract meaning: .
" The new law doesn’t go far enough.
- You've gome too far! (You ve been too 1nsu1tmg/overbearmg/
insolent etc.) : -
far, adverb of degree, is used W'lth conparatlves or w1th t00 +

positive forms:

She swims far better than I do. ~ He drinks far too much.

miich, more, most

- more and most can be used falrly freely:

You should ride more. I use thzs room mos't

But much m the p031t1ve form, uas a restncted use.

1
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4 Adverbs

In the interrogative much is chiefly used with how. In questions
without how, much is possible but a lot is more usual:
-~ How much has he ridden? Has he ridden a lot/much?
In the affirmative as/so/too + much is possible. Otherwise a lot/
a good deal/a great deal is preferable:
. He shouts so much that . I talk too much.
" But He rides a lot/a great deal

- C . very much meaning greatly can be used more widely in the '
- affirmative. We can use it With blame, praise, thank and with a number
. of verbs concerned with feelings: admire, amuse, approve, dlahké '
" disiress, enjoy, tmpress, like, object, shock, surprise etc.: =
Thank you very much. They admired him very- much
~ = She objects very much to the noise they make. _
. much (= greatly), with or without very, can be used with the
-~ ‘participles admired, dmused, dzslzked dzst;'essed zmp?essed lzked
D 'shocked struck, upset: : : : :
_ T " He was (very) much 'Jdmz/ed : :
RS " She was (very) much impressed by their good manners

-D. 'much meaning a lot can modlfy comparatlve or superlative ad]ectlves o
' and adverbs: : S
S much better  much the best  much more qmckly
R much too can be used with positive forms

"He spoke nuich too fast. :

E - most placed before an adjective or adverb can mean very. It is mainly
- used here with adjectives/adverbs of two or more syliables: |
He was most apologetic. She behaved most generously.
(See 21 C))

Constructions with comparisons (see also 341)
When the same verb is required in both clauses we normally use an
aumhary for the second verb (see 22)

it With the positive form we use as . . . as with an affirmative verb, and '
o ~-as/so . . . as with a negative verb:

y He worked as slowly as he dared.

b He doesn’t snore as/so loudly as you do.

& It didn’t take as/so long as I expected.

B With the comparative form we use than:

| He eats more quickly than I do/than me.

_ He played better than he had ever played.

S P They arrived earlier' than I expected. .

.} - the + comparative . . . the + comparative is also possible:
The earlzer you stan‘ the sooner you Il be back i




4 Adverbs

C . With the superlative it is possible to use of + noun:
' He went (the) furthest of the explovers.
But this construction is not very common and such a sentence would
normally be expressed by a comparative, as shown above.
A superlative (without the) + of all is qurte common, but all here
often refers to other actions by the same subject: .
" He likes swimming best of all. (better than he hkes anythmg eIse)
~ofall can then be ormtted '

g
g
E‘:

' 3'-_:_ D For comparlsons Wrth lrke and as, see 21 H I

."'-35.'_'-'Adverbs oFman ner . |
A Adverbs of manner usually come after the verb
" Shedanced beautifully '
or after the object when there is one:
He gave her the money reluctantly. They speak Englzsh well
Do not put an adverb between verb and object N

B When we have verb + preposition + ob]ect the adverb can be elther B
 before the preposition or after the object: :

_ He looked at me suspiciously or He looked suspzczously at me. :
el | But if the object contains a number of words we put the adverb before i
At S ‘the preposition: SR

E He looked suspiciously at everyone who got oﬁ’ the plane ‘

. C. Slmﬂarly with verb + object sentences the length of the object affects
" . the position of the adverb. If the object is short, we have verb + object
¥ adverb, as shown in B above. But if the object is Iong we usually put
' the adverb before the verb:
- She carefully picked up all the bits of broken glass
He angrily denied that he had stolen the documents.
. They secretly decided to leave the town.

L - D Note that if an adverb is placed after a clause or a phrase, it is normaily

R . considered to modify the verb in that clause/phrase. If, therefore, we .

by o ~ move secretly to the end of the last example above we change the :
R E rneamng

T - They secretly decided . (The dec131on was secret.)

R L They decided to leave the town secretly (The departure Was a

S : -~ to be secret) | | o |

-E Adverbs concerned Wlth character and mtelhgence foohshly, S
RIS generousiy, kindly, stupidly. etc., when placed | before a verb IR
i indicate that the action was foohshjkmd/generous etc. -
i I foolzshly forgot my passport e He generously P d for us all._
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4 Adverbs

Note that we could also express such ideas by:
It was foolish of me to forget.
It was kind of him to wait.
Would you be kind enough to wait? (See 252.)
The adverb can come after the verb or after verb + object, but the
meaning then changes: ’
He spoke kindly = His voice and words were kind

is not the same as It was kind of him to speak to us. -

" He paid us generously = He paid more than the. usual rate '

~is not the same as It was generous of hzm to pay us.
N Note the difference between

.. He answered the questions foolishly (HIS ANSwWers were foo 1sh) and

"He foolishly answered the questzons (Answermg was foohsh /It was L

foohsh of hlm to answer at all )

F badly and well can be used as adverbs of manner or degree As B o R
__ . adverbs of manner they come after an actlve verb after the object or B
- :before the past part1c1ple in a passive, verb: | : SN

He behaved badly. He vead well.
- He paid her badly. .. She speaks F. vench well -
- She was badly paid. ~ The trip was well orgamaed

: : _badly as an adverb of degree usua]iy comes after the object or before
‘the verb or past participle:

- The door needs a coat of pamt badly/The door badly needs a coat -
'_ of paint. - _ IR
He was badly injured in the last match

- -Well (degree) and well (manner) have the same posxtxon rules

- I'd like the steak well done

He knows the town well.

~ Shake the bottle well.

The children were well wrapped up.

" The meaning of well may depend on its posmon Note the dlfference

between: :
You know well that I can tdrwe (There can be no doubt in your -
.. mind about this) and
" You know that I can’t drive well. (U m not a good driver.)
well can be placed after may/might and could to emph331ze the

: probabﬂlty of an action:

- He may well refuse = It is quite ltkely that he will refuse
(For may/mlght as weﬂ see 288. ) S :

_ somehow, anyhow

somehow (= in some way or other) can be placed in the front p051t10n |

. o_r after a verb without object or after the object:

- Somehow they managed. They managed somehow b
- They raised the money somehow - '

el 'anyhow as an adverb of manner is not_ common But 1t 1s often used to o
... mean ‘in any case/anyway R - -

(See 327 ).




- (Butsee chapter 38 for verb + ad\rerb combmations such as pzck up, puf R
-~ down etc.) g : : S :
- Adverb phrases formed of preposmon + noun/pronoun/adverb follow
g _the above position rules: —: © RIS

Adverbs of place

If there is no ebject, these adverbs are usually placed after the verb:

4 Adverbs

away, everywhere, here, nowhere, somewhere, there eic.

SRS w«ngag,wx;e@w«.&m

She went away.  He lives abroad. Bill s upstaurs.
But they come after verb + object or verb + preposition + object:
'She sent him away. I looked for it everywhere.

The pawot sat on a perm ' H_e s_zfo_od n _m._e doosfway._
. He lives near me. R T o

.' But see also E below

'_:'somewhere, anywhere fo]low the same baszc rules as seme B

Ive seen that man somewhere. S L e
‘Can you see my key anywhere? ~ No, [ can't see 1t anywhere.
Are you going anywhere? (ordinary questlon) but - o

Are you going somewhere? (I assume that you are.)

: _Inowhere however, is not normally used in this position except in the
'_--expressmn to get nowhere (= to achze ve nothmg/to make no '
'_-progress)

Threatening people will get you nowhere (You’ﬂ gam no advantace
by threatening people.)
But it can be used in short answers:.
- Where are you going? ~ Nowhere. (I'm not going anywhere. )

- It can also, in formal English, be placed at the beginning of a sentence

- and is then followed by an inverted verb:

Nowhere wzll you find better yoses than these. (See 45.)

rhere, there can be followed by be/come/go + rioun subject

Here’s Tom. There's Ann Here comes the frain.

There goes our bus.
here and there used as above carry more stress than here/there
placed after the verb. There is also usually a difference in meaning.
Tom is heve means he is in this room/buﬁdlng/town etc. But Here's Tom
implies that he has just appeared or that we have just found him. Tom

‘comes here means that it is his habit to come to this place, but Here
“comes Tom implies that he is just arriving/has just arrived.

If the subjectis a personal pronoun it precedes the Verb in the

‘usual way:

There he 1s. HereI am. Here zt comes.

' 3'_ _ But someone and something fo]low the verb

'There’s someone who can help you. -

' _NoLe that the same sentence spoken WItheut __stress on .l herg wouid
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Someone phoning a friend may introduce himself/herself by |
name + here: ‘

ANN {on phone): Is that you Tom? Ann here or Thzs is Ann.
She must not say Ann is here or Here 1s Ann.

E . The adverbs away (= off), down, in, off, out, over, round, up atc.
g —,‘_can be followed by a verb of motion + a noun subJect

Away went the runners.

- Down fell a dozen apples.

- Out sprang the cuckoo..
Round and round flew. me plane.”

' But if the subject is a pronoun it is placed Defore ’rhe VELb

Away they went. ~~ Round and round 1t flew..

o g‘_'T here is more drama in this order than m subject + verb + adverb but |
- no difference in meaning. B A .

& :In Wnttcn Enghsh adverh phraaes zetroduccd by preposmons (down
~from, 1in, on, over, out of, round, up etc.) can be followed by verbs
: :'mdlcatrlg position (c:-rouch, hang, s, sit, stcmd etc.), by verbs 01 SERTIRES
. .motlon by be born, die, live and sometimes other verbs ' k

" From the rafters hung strings of onions.

_In the doorway stood a man with a gun.
- On a perch beside him sat a blue parrot.
- Over the wall came a shower of stones.

. The first three of these examples could aiso be expressed by a

participle and the verb be:.
Hanging ﬁ'om the rafters were strmgs of 0NIONS.
Standing in the doorway was a man with a gun.
- Sitting on a perch beside him was a blue parrot.

But a participle could not be used with the last example unless the

shower of stones lasted for. some time.

Adverbe of time

: afterwards, eventually, lately, now, recently, soon,. then,
- today, tomorrow etc. and adverb phrases of time: at once, since

then, tili (6.00 efc.)

o ‘These are usually placed at the very begmmng or at the very end of the

‘clause, i.e. in front position or end position. End p051t10n is usual w1th

3 1mperat1ves ‘and phrases with till:

Eventually he came/He came eventually.
- Then we went home/We went home then.
Write today. - I'll wait till tomorrow. .

(For lately, recently, see also 185.) :
- With compound tenses, eventually, Iately, now, recently, smce .
e and §00n can come after the aumhary A I

. We’ll socm be there
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before, early, immediately and late come at the end of the clause:
He came late.  I'll go immediately.
But before and immediately, used as conjunctions, are placed at the
beginning of the clause:
Immediately the rain stops we'll set out.

since and ever since are used with perfect tenses (see 187 D).

- since can come after the auxiliary or in end position after a ne gative or_ o
- interrogative verb; ever since (adverb) in end position. |
- Phrases and clauses with since and ever since are usua]ly in end
. position, though front posrtion is possrble - :

He’s bee?r in bed smre his acczdent/smce hé bmke his leg.

_yet and stﬂl (adverbs of time)
~yet is normally placed after verb or after verb + ob]ect

He hasn't finished (his breakfast) yet.

20 Butif the object consists of a large number of Words yet can be plaeed -

_._before or after the verb:

He hasn't yet appliediapplied yef for z‘he job we tofd hiim abom‘ el

i etﬂl is placed after the verb be but before other verbs _

38 |
B (a) always, contmually, frequentiy, occasionally, often, once,
. twice, periodically, repeatedly, sometimes, usually etc.

She is still in bed. . R
yvet means ‘up to the time of speaklng Itis chleﬂy used w1th the -’

~ negative or interrogative. o
still emphasizes that the action continues. It is chieily used wrth the a

affirmative or interrogative, but can be used with the negative to

| 'emphasme the continuance of a negative action:

He still doesn't undersiand. (The negative action of not
understanding’ continues.)

" He doesn’t understand yet. (The posmve actlon of understandmg
hasn’t yet started.) :

. When stressed, still and yet express surpnse 1rr1tatron or impatience. -
: Both words can also be conjunctions (see 327). '

just,-as an adverb of time, is used with compound tenses:

I’'m just coming. (See also 183.)
(For ]ust as an adverb of degree see 41.)

A Adverbs of frequency

(b) ever, hardly ever, never, rarely, ecareely ever, seldom

'Adverbs in both the above groups are norrnally placed
._After the simple tenses of to be: '

He is always m tzme for meals

_-J_‘Before the srmple tenses of all other verbs

" They sometimes stay up oll night. -
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o 3 With compound tenses, they are placed after the first auxﬂlary, or, with
. interrogative verbs, after auxiliary + subject:
o He can never understand.
You have often been told not fo do that.
Have you ever vidden a camel?
Exceptions
(a) used to and have to prefer the adverb in front of them:
o o You hardly ever have to remind him; he always remembers:
1 . (b) Frequency adverbs are often placed before auxiliaries when these
- are used alone, in additions to remarks or in answers to questions: .
- Can you park your car near the shops? ~ Yes, I usually can., -
] know I should take exercise, but I never do.
_ and when, in a compound verb the auxiliary is stressed:
oI never 'can vemember. - She hardly ever has met him.
N 'Slmﬂarly when do is added for emphaSIS
L I always \do arrive in time! : SN
o 'But emphasis can also be given by stressing the frequency adverb and
SEEN leawnﬂ it in its usual position after the auxiliary: ' :
- You should \always check your oil before starting.

et A A R g e 1 =, L2 T

B Adverbs in group (a) above can also be put at the begmmng or end of a
.- sentence or clause. - -
i Exceptions ' :
‘ - always is rarely found at the beginning of a sentence/ciause except
with imperatives. :
often, if put at the end, normally requires very or qulte
Often he walked. He walked quite often.

C  Adverbs in group (b) above, hardly ever, never, rarely etc. (but not
- - ever alone), can also be put at the beginning of a sentence, but
" inversion of the following main verb then becomes necessary:
Hardly/Scarcely ever did they manage to meet unobserved.
(For hardly, barely, scarcely, see 44.)
hardly/scarcely ever, never, rarely and seldom are not used with
negative verbs

i) D never, ever : .
o never is chiefly used with an affirmative verb, never w1th a negative. It -
gl normally means ‘at no time’: | '
He never saw her again. I've never eaten snails.
They never eat meat. (habit)
I've never had a better flight.
(For never + comparative, see 21 C.)
never + affirmative can sometimes replace an ordinary negative:
I waited but he never turned up. (He didn't turn up.) .
never + interrogative can be used to express the speaker S surprlse at
the non-performance of an action: 5 : :
. Has he never been to ]apan? I ™ surpmed beccmse hzs wzfe s
Jap .nese N o o .
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ever means ‘at any time’ and is chiefly used in the interrogative:
Has he ever marched in a demonstration? ~ No, he never has.
ever can be used with a negative verb and, especially with compound
tenses can often replace never + affirmative:
I haven't ever eaten snails.
This use of ever is less common with 51rnp1e tenses,

ever + affirmative is possible in comparisons (see 21 C) and W1th
- suppositions and expressions of doubt:

I don’t suppose he ever writes to his mother.

o . (For hardly/scarcely + ever, see A- C above For ever after how :'g i_
~eic., 5ce61, 85) : - . S

40

S arter the first auxmary ina compound verb

Order of adverbs and adverb phrases of manner, place and

tHne When tney occur 1n the same sentence

o _3_ Expressmns of manner hsually precede expresswns of place A

He climbed awkwardly out of the window.
Hz'd study happily anywhere.

 But away, back, down, forward, home, in, off, on, out, round
and up usually precede adverbs of manner:

- He walked away sadly. She looked back anxzously
They went home quietly. They rode on conﬂdently _

(See also 36 E.)
‘here and there do the same except with the adverbs hard well,
" badly: He stood there silently but They work harder here.

Time expressions can follow expressions of manner and place:
They worked hard in the garden foday. .-
He lived theve happily for-a year.

But they can also be in front position:
Every day he queued patiently at the bus stop.

Sentence adverbs

These modxfy the whole sentence/clause and norma]ly express the -

- speaker’s/narrator’s opinion. -

Adverbs expressmg degrees of certainty
(a) actually (= in fact/really), apparently, certainly, clearly,
evidently, obviously, presumably, probably, undoubtediy
(b) definitely i
(©) perhaps possnbly, surely
Adverbs in group (a) above can be placed after be
He is obviously mtellzgent ‘

~before- simple tenses of other verbs:

They certainly work hard. - He actually lwes next door o

g e SR LA




4 Adverbs

at the beginning or at the end of a sentence or clause:
- Apparently he knew the town well.
He knew the town well apparently.
definitely can be used in the above positions but is less usual at the
beginning of a sentence.
perhaps and possibly are chiefly used in front posrtlon though the

- end position is possible.

" surely is normally placed at the beginning or end, though it CaIl also be _
- next to the verb. It is used chreﬂy in questions: : '

Surely you could pay £12 . You could pay £1, surely?

© Note that though the adjectrves sure and certain mean more or less -

the same, the adverbs differ in meaning.

- _j___certamly definitely:

He was certainly there; there is no doubt about i,

'::_:'But surely indicates that the speaker is not qmte sure that the _
o statement Wthh follows is true. He thinks it is, but wants reassurance

Surely he was there?’ a feel almest sure that h was )

Other sentence adverbs B g T
~admittedly, (un)fortunately, frankly, henestly* (un)luckﬂy,
’ naturally , off1c1ally etc. are usually in the front position though
‘the end position is possible. They are normally separated from the rest
-of the sentence b y a comma. Starred adverbs can also be adverbs of

s manner.
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5 .xnuch could replace far here It can also be used w1th a superlatwe

Homnestly, Tom didn tget the money. (Sentence adverb. honesﬂy
here means ‘truthfully’. The speaker is assuring us that Torn didn’t
get the money.) . S

Tom didn’t get the money honestly (adverb of manner) Tom got
the money dishonestly. o '

Adverbs ofl'degre‘e :

absolutely, almost, barely, completely, enough, entirely, even,

extremely, fairly, far, hardly, Just much, nearly, only, pretty, qmte,

rather, really, scarcely, so, too, very etc.

~ (For (a) little, see 5 D; for fairly and rather see 42 for hardly, scarcely,

barely, see 44, for quite, see 43.)

An adverb of degree modlﬁes an adjective or another adverb. It is
placed before the adjective or adverb:
You are absolutely right..  I'm almost ready.

: But enough follows its adjective or adverb

The box isn’t-big enough.
- He didn’t work quzckly enough (See also 252 B )

- far requrres a comparatwe or too + positive:

It is far better to. say. nothmg ~ He drives far too fast




4 Adverbs

The following adverbs of degree can also modify verbs:
almost, barely, enough, hardly, just, (a) little, much, nearly, quite,
rather, really and scarcely. All except much, a little and enough are
then placed before the main verb: .

He almost/nearly fell. I am just going.

Tom didn’t like it much but I really enjoyed it.
(For much, see 33. For (a) little, see 5D.)

‘only can also modify verbs. In theory it is placed next to the word to _
“which it applies, preceding verbs, adjectives and adverbs and preceding ;

- or following nouns and pronouns: B R
" (a) He had only six apples. (not more than six)

(b)) He only lent the car. (He didn’t give it.)

“ . (©) He lent the car to me only. (not to anyone else_)_ . o
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But sometimes this change of order would change the meaning:

‘Both can mean ‘moderately’, but fairly is chiefly used with ‘favourable

() 1 believe only half of what he said,

'Bu_t in spoken English people usually put it before the verb, obtaining |

- the required meaning by stressing the word to which the only applies: -
J= . Heonly had lsix apples is the same as (a) above, = SR
- " He only lent the car to 'me is the same as (c) above. :

1 only believe 'half etc. is the same as (d) above.

just, like only, should precede the word it modifies:

- TN buy just one. I had just enough money.
It can also be placed immediately before the verb:
Il just buy one. I just had enough money.

* Just sign here means This is all you have to do.
Sign just here means Sign in this particular spot. -

éfa.iﬂy9 rather, quite, hardly etc.’
fair_ly and rather

adjectives and adverbs (bravely, good, nice, well etc.), while rather is

- chiefly used in this sense before “unfavourable’ adjectives and adverbs

(bad, stupidly, ugly etc.): _ _
- Tom is fairly clever, but Peter is rather stupid.
I walk fairly fast but Ann walks rather slowly.
Both can be used similarly with participles:
" He was fairly relaxed; she was rather tense. L o
a fairly interesting film  a rather boring book .. . . L
a

- The indefinite article, if required, pre_cedes fairly but can é_orqe before

.. or after rather:

g fairly light box @ rather heavy box/rather a ‘hea?y box

bs such as fast, slow, thin, thick, hot, cold etc., .
alves either. ‘favourable’ or ‘unfavourable’, the.




uy

43

4 Adverbs

rathef: This soup is fairly hot irripiies that the speaker likes hot soup,
while This soup is rather hot implies that it is a little too hot for him.

rather can be used before alike, like, similar, different etc. and before

comparatives. It then means ‘a little’ or ‘slightly’:

Siamese cats are rather like dogs in some ways.
The weather was rathey worse than I had expected.

~rather ais possible with certain nouns: dzsappomtment .dzsadvaﬂtage
g f_'nuzsance pity, shame and sometimes joke:

It’s rather a nmsance (— a httle 1nconvement) z‘hat we can t

- park heve. .
It's mther a sha?ﬂe (— a httle unfanf) that he has to woﬂe on
Sundays. - : S s -

fa1r1y cannot be used n these ways

T C | rather can be used before certam ‘favourable ad]ectlves/adverbs such G
. as amusing, clever, good, pretz.‘y, well but its meaning then changes; 1t SRR

becomes nearly equivalent to very, and the idea of dzsapproval

- vanishes: She is rather clever is nearly the same as She is very clever.

- rather used in this way is ob‘\oously much more comphmentary than
. fairly. For example the expression It is a fairly good play would, if
_anything, discourage others from going to see it. But It is vather a good =~
- play is definitely a recommendation. Occasionally rather used in thls :
- way conveys the idea of surprise: S

I suppose the house was filthy. ~ No, as a matter of fact it was SRR
“rather clean.

rather can also be used before enjoy, like and sometimes before

dislike, object and some similar verbs:
I rather like the smell of petrol. He rather enjoys queueing
rather can be used in short answers to questlons w1th the above

verbs:.

Do you like him? ~ Yes I do, rather.
rather + like/enjoy is often used to express a liking which is a surprise
to others or to the speaker himself. But it can also be used to
strengthen the verb: I rather like Tom 1mphes more interest than

I like Tom.
'_ (For would rather, see 297, 298.)

quite

This is a confusing word because it has two meamngs

It means ‘completely’ when it is used with a word or phrase Wthh can .
- express the idea of completeness (all right, certain, determined, empty,
. finished, full, ready, right, sure, wrong-etc.) and whenitisused . -

- with a very strong adjective/adverb Such as amazmg, extmordmam, o

' omble, Peifect = S S




B When used with other adjectives/adverbs, guite has a slightly

S ~Certain édverb_s and adve_ji‘b_ phrases, mostly with a réstr_ictiize or . -

it

4 Adverbs

o _'T_h_e_ less quite is stressed the stronger the following adjective/adverb
" becomes. The more quite i3 stressed the weaker its adjective/ -

) . Her case 1s S0 heavy that she can hardly lift 1t.
" I hardly know him. (I know him only very slighﬂjz.) _ i
. Helooked hard at jt. (He stared at it.)

" above: scarcely any/scarcely ever etc. _
. But scarcely is chiefly used to mean ‘not quite’:

~as fairly but its stren_gth can vary very much according to the way it is.

S Iquite \good (equal stress) means ‘moderately good’.

weakening effect, so that quite good is normally iess.compli_menfary
than good. quite used in this way has approximately the same meaning

stressed: .
 quite \good (weak quite, strong good) is very little less than ‘good’,

:
i
i

.- Aguite good (strong quite, weak good) is much less than ‘good’.

adverb becomes. .

~Note the position of alan: quite a long walk, quite an old castle. SRR
“quite can also modify enjoy, like, agree and undersiand (the reason):
7 T was a difficult journey but we quite enjoyed 1. B e
o Tean't tell you without Tom’s consent. ~ I quite understand. R

- hér_dly, scarcely and barely are .alm_ost négative in r'n'é'a'ning. _
- hardly is chiefly used with any, ever, at all or the verb can: '

- He has hardly any money.. (very lit_tle_m_oney)

"] hardly ever go out. (I very seldom go out.)
It hardly rained at all last summer.

But it can also be used with other verbs:

Be careful not to confuse the adverbs hard and hardly:

He hardly looked at it. (He gave it only a brief glance.)

scarcely can mean ‘almost not’ and could replace hardly as used

There were scarcely twenly people there. (‘pr_obably fewer)

~(For hardly/scarcely with iriversion, see 45 and 342 E.) "

barely means ‘not more than/only just’: _— | \
" There were barely twenty people there. (only just twenty) '
I can barely see it. (I can only just see it.) "

Inversion ot the verb

Iﬁvér‘s‘idn of .,th;e}vefb' af_téir'c':e.rtain adverbs. L

plac

negative sense, can for emphasis be

ed first in a sentence or clause
e HIESE N 2 Sepience O

terrogative). form of.th




4 Adverbs :

verb. The most important of these are shown below. The nuribers
indicate paragraphs where an example W111 be found.

hardly ever (see 38 A, C) .~ on no account
- hardly . . . when (342 E) only by
In no circumstances _ only in this way
| nezther/nor(lm D) . only z‘hen/when o
. never o rarely o
" no soomner . thcm (342 E) . scarcely euer o _
. not only o scarcely whm :
Comot Hll R " seldom SRR
'nowhem (36 B) RN Uso (112 A)

- I haven’t gat a fzcket ~ Nezther/Nor have I
I had never befo:re been asked to accept a brzbe
- Nevey before had 1 been asked to accept a bribe.
. They not only 70b you, z‘hey smash evefythmg too.
- Not only do they mb you, they smash evemthzng o0.
- He didn’t realize ithat he had lost it till he got kome _
8 S Not till he got home did he realize that he had losz‘ it.
B B o This switch must not be touched on any account.
: " On no account must this switch be touched.
_ - He was able to make himself heard only by shoutmg
. Only by shouting was he able to make hzmself heard
. This remedy rarely failed. :
‘Rarely did this remedy fail,
" He became so suspicious that .
" So suspicious did he become that

T Note also that a second negative verb | m a sentence can sometlmes be
g expressed by nor with inversion: - :
He had no money and didn’t know anyone he could borrow fmm
He had no money, nor did he know anyone he could borrow fmm
“'(neither would be less usual here.) g
(F or adverbs and adverb phrases followed by inversion of verb and
noun subject, e.g. Up went the rocket; By the door stood an armed.
guard see36CEF) S
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Possessives, personal and
reflexive pronouns:
Y ine, I, myself etc.

- Possessive adjectives and pronouns

o 'PO'SSE$S..1‘_’E,adject_iVes " Possessive pronouns .

Chistherfits pr Chisthers
A Cours

yowr o yowrs

their L0 thewrs

- Note that no apostrophes aré used here. Students should guard ag'ain'st

- the common mistake of writing the possessive its with an apostrophe. - '
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-4t’s (with an apostrophe) means it is. ‘_ A
“The old form of the second person singular can be found in some bibles
- and pre-twentieth century poetry: . - R
o thy  thine. e e
one’s is the possessive adjective of the pronoun one.,

Agreement and use of possessive adjectives
Possessive adjectives in English refer to the possessor and not to the
thing possessed. Everything that a man or boy possesses is his thing;
everything that a woman Of girl possesses is her thing: :
Tom’s father is his father but S
Mary’s father 1s her father. :
_Everything that an animal or thing possesses is its thing:
A tree drops its leaves in autumn.
‘A happy dog wags its tail. : , -
- But if the sex of the jimal is known, his/her would often be used.
Tf there is more than one possessor, their isused: R
" The girls are with their brother. - ST
. Trees drop their leaves in autumn. - PR

. Note that th;efpo'ssessive adjective Temams the same iﬁf_-hs.the_r the thing

. possessed is singular o phural:




7 Possessives, personal and reflexive pronouns

Possessive adjectives are used with clothes and parts of the body:
She changed her shoes. He mjured Jus back.
(But see also 7 A6.) -

To add emphasxs ‘own can be placed after my, your, hlS etc. and
after one’s:

_ my own room  her own idea
own can be an adjective, as above ora pronoun
@ voom of one’s own

o Note the expressmn

e o

I " on my own = I m alome

Possessn/e pronouns replacmg possesswe adjectlves + nouns

Thzs is our ¥00m OF Thzs (room) 15 Ours.
Thzs 15 their car. T That car zs tkezrs too
Youvegoz‘mypen ' L R
You 7e usmﬁmme Where s yoursp o

> The expressmn of mine etc. means ‘one of my etc

- a friend of mine = one of my friends
.- a sister of hers = one of her sisters

“Personal pronouns

~Form -
Subject ~  Object
‘Singular: first person I | me
' - second person you you
third person “he/shefit him/her/it
 Plural:  first person . we - us
-+’ . second person . you . L. you
Fhl'lid'Pet-SOH_* o they  them

The old form of the second person smgulat is:
thoy (sub]ect) . thee (object)

Use of subject and ob}ect forms -

- Did you see the snake? Y es I saw n‘ and zt saw me. ~ Dzd zt
frzghten you? ' : &

: _"'Flrst and third person forms (other than 1t)

o @I, he, she, we, _they can be subjects of a Verb o
I.see i, s

L i e e

"you and it present no dlfﬁculty as they have the same form for subject N ;
' '_and object v
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ect

B :'or objects of a prepostion:

The posrnon of pr onoun objects |

_An 1nd1rect object comes before a chrect obJect

rr is used n expressmns of "nme, drstance : weather temperature tlde

7 Possessives, personal and reflexive pronouns

Normally, however, we use the object forms here:
Who is it? ~ It's me. |
Where's Tom? ~ That’s him over there.

But if the pronoun is followed by a clause, we use the sub]ect forms:
Blame Bill! It was he who chose this colour.

) me, him, her, us, them can be direct obJects of a Verb

I saw her. Tom lzkes them.

_' or indirect objects:

" Bill found me a job. Ann gave hzm a book '(S_eé 66) i o o

o with him for her wzt}ﬂout them ;' _z‘q us. =

T made Ann/hey a cake.. 1 sent Bill the photos

: .However, if the direct ob;ect is a personal pronoun it is more lu;.ual to [
place it directly after the. verb and use to or for: : .

I made it for her. 1 sent them to him. (See 88 }

: 'The position rule does not apply to one, some, any, none etc

" He bought one for Ann or He bought Ann one. o
* He gave something to Jack or He gave jack somethmo '

~-Pronoun objects .of phrasal verbs
- With many phrasal verbs a noun ob]ect can be e1ther in the rruddle or at
- the end: _

- Hand your papers in/Hand in your papers.
" Hang your coat up/Hang up your coat.
- Take your shoes off/Take off your shoes.

_.A pronoun ob]ect however must be placed in the middle:

hand them in ~ hangitup  take them oﬁ

..(See chapter 38.)

- Uses of it

it is normally used of a thing or an ammal whose sex we don’t know,

. and sometimes of a baby or small child:

. Where’s my map? I left it on the table.
 Look at that bird. It always comes o my window.
Her new baby is tiny. It only weighs 2 kilos.

it can be used of people in sentences such as:

. ANN (on phone): Who is that/Who zs 1t?
CBILL: It’s me. . ORI
- Is that Tom over there’ ~ No it s Peter Tt

“What time 15 it tis six.




7 Possessives, personal and reflexive pronouns

How far is it to York? ~ If is 400 kilometres.
How long does it take to get there? ~ It depends on how you go
It is raining/snowing/freezing.  It’s frosty.  It’s a fine night.
It’s full moon towight. In winter it’s/it is dark at six o’clock.
It is hot/cold/quiet/noisy in this room. )
It’s high tide/low tide.

Note also:

- I¥’s/It is three years since I saw him =
[ haven’t seen him for three years. (See 188.)
(For it is time + subject + past tense, see also 293.)

D Introductory it

- -it can introduce sentences of the following type (‘cleft sentences )
It was \Peter who lent us the money. (not Paul) '

_ It’s today that he’s going. (not tomorrow)

it is used even with a plural noun: © - -

It’s Yinlots that we noed not g:romad smﬁ

. (Seealso 78)

When an mfmitwe 1S subject of a sentence, we usually begm the
~ sentence with it and put the infinitive later; 1. e. we say:

Tt is easy to criticize mstead of

~To criticize is easy.

. It is better to be early instead of

To be early 1s belter.
It seems a pity o give up now instead of

To give up now seems a pity.

If it + be is preceded by find/think (that), the be and the that

can often be omitted:

‘He thought (that) it (would be) better to say nothmg
We found it zmposszble to get visas.

it can be used similarly when the subject of a sentence is a clause. It
would be possible to say:
That he hasn't phoned is odd.
That prices will go up is ceriain.
But it would be much more usual to say:
. It’s odd.that he hasn’t phoned.
It's certain that prices will go up.
Other examples:
It never occurred to me that perha;bs he was lying.
It struck me that everyone was unusually silent.

it/this can represent a previously mentioned phrase, clause or verb:
He smokes in bed, though I don’t like it. (it = his smoking in bed)
- He suggested ﬂymg, but I thought zt would cast too much
(zt = ﬂymg)

_ it also acts as a sub]ect for 1mpersonal verbs
it seems it appears 1

S ST
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g8 you, one and they as indefinite pronouns

d)

7 Possessives, personal and reflexive pronouns

'

A you and one
As subjects, either can be used:
Can you/one camp in the forest?
As objects, you is the normal pronoun:
- They fine you for parking offences.
. you is more common in ordinary conversation. It is a more ‘friendly”
-~ pronoun and implies that the speaker can imagine himself in sucha
Cpositon. T T
" one is more impersonal and less often used, though the possessive :
' one’s is quite common: - - ST
0 I¥'s easy o lose one ’s/your way in Venice.
The correct possessive form must be used:
. One has to show.one’s pass at the door.
, You have to show your pass at the door. :
- If instead of one or you we use a singular noun, the possessive
adiective will obviously be his or her: = SR LR
- One must do one’s best. o
A traveller has to guard his possessions.

B . they A
- theyis used as subject only. they can mean ‘people’:
" they say = people say, it 1s said o
They say it is going to be a cold winter.
they can also mean ‘the authority concerned’, i.e. the government/
the local council/one’s employers/the police etc.: -
" They want to make this @ one-way street. .

Use of they/them/their with neither/either,
someone/everyone/no one etc.- -

These expressions are singular and take a singular verb. Their personal.
pronouns therefore should be he/she and the possessive adjectives
should be his/her (he/his for males and mixed sexes; she/her for
females). But many native speakers find this troublesome and often use '
they/their, even when only one sex is involved:

Neither of them remembered their instructions.

Would someone lend me their binoculars?

Everyone has read the notice, haven’t they?

No one objected, did they?  (See also 51 C)

- A ~ These are: myself, yourself, himseif, herself, itself, ourselves,

 yourselves, themselves. Note the difference between the second
- person singular yourself, and the second person lural yourselves,

eflexive/emphasizin
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“myself etc. can also be used to emphasnze a noun or pronoun

7 Possessives, personal and reflexive pronouns

\

myself, yourself etc. are used as objects of a verb when the action of

the verb returns to the doer, i.e. when subject and object are the same :
_person: '

I cut myself.  He can’t shave himself.

It is not always easy to amuse oneself on holiday.
Tom and Ann blamed themselves for the acczdent
This refrigerator defrosts itself.

Note the change of meaning if we replace the reﬂexwe pronoun by the :
: _rec1proca1 pronoun each other: | :

Tom and Ann.blamed each omer (Tom blamed Ann and Ann
blamed Tom See 53 C) o R

myself, yourseif etc. are used sumlarly after a ve;,b + preposroon 2

He spoke to himself. - Did she pay for herself?‘
Look after yourself. Take care of yourselves

' ? I'm annoyed with myself "He sat by hzmself (aione)

- She addressed the envelope to herself

Did you take your dog wzth you?’ '
They put the child between them.

i " Had he/Did he have any money on him?

myself hxmself herself etc, used as emphasmncr pronoune

The King himself gave her the medal.
self is then stressed in speech.

'When used in this way the pronoun is never essential and can be
omitted without changing-the sense. It usua]ly emphaswes the subject 5

of the sentence and is placed: -after-it:- s
Ann herself opened the door. Tom hzmself went
Alternatwely it can be placed after the object 1f there is one:
Arm opened the door herself '

' or after an 1ntran51t1ve verb

Tom went himself. :
If the intransitive verb i 1s followed by a preposrtlon + noun, the
emphasizing pronoun can be placed after this noun:
 Tom went to London himself or Tom himself went to London.
When it emphamzes another noun it is placed immediately after it:
I saw Tom himself. I spoke to the President himself.
She liked the diamond itself but not the settmg

. Note the difference between:

-1 did it myself (It was done by me and not by someone else) and
I dzd zt by myself (I d1d 1t Wlthout help) :

But if the preposztion lndlcates locaht}r, We use the Ordinary, not the R
S __reﬂexwe promnouns: . . B

T ke




. Introduction

' Prepositions are words normally placed before nouns or pronouns (but .
<. ‘see 87 about possible alternative positions). Prepositions canalso be |
. iollowed by verbs but, except alter but and except, the verb must be
inthe gerund form: P "
- Heis talking of emigrating.
. They succeeded in escaping. R : SR
" The student has two main problems with prepositions. He has to know
R (a) whether in any construction a preposition is required or not, and (b)
.1 which preposition to use when one is required. T
. 7. The first problem can be especially troublesorne to a European student,
b who may find that a certain construction in his own language requires
- apreposition, whereas a simnilar one in English does not, and vice
versa: e.g. in most European languages purpose. is expressed by a

i et

rer S - preposition + infinitive; in English it is expressed by the infinitive only:
1 " Icame here to study. . R o R
or+ i - The student should note also that many words used mainty as
ol prepositions can also be used as conjunctions and adverbs. Where this v

is the case it will be pointed out in the following paragraphs. -

87 Altemétive position of prepositions

A Prepositions normally preé_ede nouns or pronouns. In two
constructions, however, it is possible in informal English to move the
preposition to the end of the sentence: _

1 In questions beginning with a preposition + whom/which/what/

whose/where: ‘
To whom were you talking? (formal)
Who were you talking to? (informal)
- In which drawer does he keep 1t? (formal)
Which drawer does he keep it in? (informal)
Tt used to be thought ungrammatical to end a sentence with a
preposition, but it is now accepted as a colloquial form. ‘

2 Similarly in relative clauses, a preposition placed before whom/which
P! - ‘can be moved to the end of the clause. The relative pronoun is then
w1 the people with whom I was travelling (formal)
- the people T was travelling with (nformab)
" the company from which I hire my TV set (ormah)

it

e . |
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9 Prepositions

But in phrasal verbs the preposmon/adverb remains after its verb, go
the formal type of construction is not possible. the children I was
looking after could not be rewritten with after + whom and Which
bridge did they blow up? could not be rewritten with up + which.

Omission of to and for before indﬁrect objects

- A sentence such as gave the book to Tom could also be expressed

I gave Tom the book, i.e. the indirect ob;ect can be placed first and the '
. preposition to omitted. -

- We can use this constructzon with the foﬂomng verbs: bnng, gwe

‘hand, leave (in a will), lend, offer, pass (= hand), pay, play (an
- instrument/piece of mus1c) pmmzse sell send, show smg, take, z‘ell
(= narrate, mform)

- [ showed the map to lel = I showed lel the map

They sent £5 to My Sm?l'ﬂ = They sent Mr Smnh £5.

. Dossible after book, build, buy, cook, (bake, boil, fry etc.), fetch fmd
- get, keep, knit, leave, make, ovder, veserve:

— b

- I'll get a drink for you = I'll get you a drink.
I bought a book for James = I bought James a book.

Normally either construction can be used. But:
. The construction without preposition is preferred when the direct = _

object is a phrase or a clause:
Tell her the whole story.
Show me what you ’z__}e got in your hand.

The construction with preposition is preferred:

_ (a) When the indirect ob]ect is a phrase or a clause:

We kept seats for everyone on our list/for everyone who had paid.
1 had to show my pass to the man at the door.

(b) When the direct object is it or them. Sentences such as They kept
it for Mary, She made them for Bill, We sent it to George cannot be
expressed by a verb + noun + pronoun construction.
If the indirect object is also a pronoun (I sent i to him) it is sometimes
possible to reverse the pronouns and omit to (I sent him if), but this
cannot be done with for constructions and is better avoided,
This restriction does not apply to other pronoun objects:

He gave Bill some. He didn’t give me any.

He bought Mary one.  I'll show you something.

promuise, show, tell can be used with 1nd1rect objects only, without to:
promise us  show him.. tell him
read, write can be used smﬂarly, but reqmre to
N read to me o wm‘e to them ERRRR

: ,_
i\
I
i
;;.

._ Similarly I'll find a ]ob 10/ Ann could be exu“essed ' fmd Ann ajob '
*(putting the indirect object first and omitting for). This construction is
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§ Prepositions-

play, sing can be used with to or for:
play to us play for us sing tous  Sing for us

Use and omission of to with verbs of communication

erbs of command, request, invitation and advice, e.g. advise, ask, beg,

- command, encourage, implore, invite, orde?, recommend, remind,
- yequest, tell, urge, warn, can be followed directly by the person

o _a_d_dressed (without t0) + infinitive:

. They advised him to wait. a
] urged her to try again.  (See 244 )

. The person. addressed (without to) can be used after qdvz’se, yeymind, .
tell, warn with other constructions also: T RO R

0 He veminded them that there were 10 trains after midnight.

. They warned him that the ice wWas z’hin/wamed him about the ice.

~ U But note that recommend (= advise) when used with other -

90

constructions needs to before the person addressed:
- He recommended me 10 buy it but He recommended it to me.

- He recommended me (for the post) would mean ‘He said I was

‘suitable’. R .
‘When ask is used with other constructions the person addressed is
often optional. The preposition to is never used here: S
" He asked (me) a question. '

He ashed (me) if wanted to apply.

She asked (her employer) for a day off.

call (= shout), complain, describe, explain, grumble, murmur, mautter,
say, shout, speak, suggest, talk, whisper need to before the person
addressed, though it is not essential to mention this person:
Peter complained (to her) about the food.
She said nothing (to her parents).
He spoke English (to them). :
shout at can be used when the subject is angry with the other person:
He shouted at me 10 get out of his way.

" Compare with He shouted to me which means he raised his voice

because I wasata distance.

Time and date: at, on, by, before, in

at, on

at a time: :

af dawn  atsix . at midnmight — at _4.3_0 '
at an age: S e

al sixtoen/at the age of sixteen
" She got married at seventeen..

/dat




~ Exceptions

i before can be ref"omtlon con unc’aop or advero
| %

(See 195 B, 342.) -

9 Prep_ositions

- at mght
at Christmas, at Easter (the period, not the day only)

on the morning/afternoon/evening/night of a certain date:
We arrived on the morning of the sixth. |

- Itis also, of course, possible to say:

: tms/nert Mondaj etc., an _,J Moﬁday, _fme Monday

_-'by,befere L

i bya time/date/'oénod = at that tmne or before/not later than that date,

1t often zmphee ‘before that time/date’:

o The train starts at 6.10, so you had bez‘z‘er be at the station b y 6. 00 :
- by + a time expression is often use d \mth a perfect tense partlcularly_ -

- 'the future perfect (see 216):
i By the end of July I'l] have read all those books

- Before. %gxzwg this . . (Drenomtion)
- Before you sign. this . (CGE}H”]CLZO'E)
I've seen him somewhe're bejo;ve (adverb)

on 1‘11‘118, in time, in good time
01_3 time = at the time arranged, not before, not after:
The 8.15 train stavted on time. (It started at 8.15.)

in time/in time for + noun = not late; in g{md time {for) = wﬁh a

comfortable margin:
Passengers-should be in time for thetr train.
I arrived at the concert hall in good time (for the concert). (Perhaps
the concert began at 7.30 and I arnved at 7.15.)

.on ar_nval, on arriving, on reaching, on gettmg to

“on arrival/on arriving, he . . . = when he arrives/arrived, he . ..
" on can also be used similarly with the gerund of certain other verbs
(chiefly verbs of information): '
- On checking, she found that some of the party didn’t know the waj.
On hearing/Hearing that the plane had been diverted, they left the
airport. '
The on in the last sentence could be omitted. (See 277.)

| _ at the beginning/end, in the beginnir;g/end, at first/at last’
" at the beginning (of)/at the end (of) = literally at the
' beginning/end ' ' '
At the beginning of a book there is often a table of contents.
At the end there may be an index.

in the becrmmng/at first = 1n the eariy stages It 1mphes that Iater .
- on there was a change: . :

In the begmmng/At ﬁrst wé .used hand tools La:ter we had machmeo f |

i i e Tt et e
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from is normally used with to or till/until:

o __f:fﬁra (mdlcai:mg purpose)_may be used before known penods

9 Prepositions

-

Time: from, since, for, during
from, since and for
Most people work from nine to five.

from can also be used of place:
Where do you come from

~ since is used for time, never for place, and means - from that tlme to L
- the time referred to'. It is often us\,d Wlth a prem,nt perfect or past e
i perfect tense (see 185-8; 194). | FRE

- He has been herz since Monaay (from \/Eolmay LlH now) |
He worzde‘fed w%era Anﬂ wWas. He han’ not seen ker since z.‘kvw L
guarrel.. ST

) S1nce can also be an adverb (see 37 185 8)

" He left school in 1983. T haven 't seen hzm smce

| "_-.'_'_"'amce can also be a conjunction of time:

~He has wo*«k:?d for us ever since he lef‘ s::hoo,, _
Ji is two years since I last saw Tom = : :
I last saw Tom two years ago/I haven’ t seen T om for L‘wo years

. (For since with other types of clause, see 338.)

for is used OI a p._nod of time: far sm years fm; two m@nths,

- for ever:

" Bake it for two hours. :
He travelled in the desert for six months

'_for + a period of time can be used with a present perfect tense or past
- perfect tense for an action which extends up to the time of speaking:

He has worked here for a year. (He becan Workmg here a year ago
and stﬂi works here.)
for used’in this way is replaceable by since W"lth the pomt in tlme When .
the action began:
He. has, worked here since this time last year.

during and for

during is used with known periods of time, 1.e. periods known by

_name, such as Christmas, Easter or periods which have been already

defined:
during the Middle Ages duﬂng 1.941
durmg the summer (of that year)
“during his childhood
during my holidays

.The action can eﬂther last the whole perlod Or occur Eli. some time Wlthln
the period: .

It mmed all Monday but stopped mmmg dunng the mght (at some
- point of time) . '
- He was il for ¢ a week and dm'ma that week he ate nothmg



o2
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for has various other uses:
He asked for £5. I pard £1 for it.
I bought one for Tom. (See 88.)
for can also be a conjunction and introduce a clause (see 330).

Time: to, tﬂl/untﬂ after, afterw ards (adverb)
“to and till/until ' '

C to can be used of time and place; till/until of time only.
‘We can use from . . . to or from . . . till/until:

- They worked from Sive to ae;ﬂ/from ;we il ten. (at five to ten womd
mean ‘at 9.55°.) - '

'But if we have no from we use tﬂl/untll not to: ~
Let’s start now and work till dark. (to Would not be possﬂ:)le here )

- till/until is often used with a ne gative verb to emphasme latene

We didn’t get mee til 2 a.m.

He usually pays me on F?zday but last weeﬁ he dzdn tpay mg Izll Jﬁg R

~ following Monday.
tlllluntxl is very often used as a conjunctlon of time:
- We'll stay here till it stops raining.
- Go on till you come to the level crossing.

* But note that if ‘you come to’ is omitted, the till must be |

- - replaced by to:

93

Go on to the level crossing.

' after and afterwards (adverb)

after (preposztlon) must be fo]Iowed by a noun, pronoun or gerund:
Don’t bathe zmmedzately after a meal/after eating.
Don’t have a meal and bathe immediately after it.
If we do not wish to use a noun/pronoun or gerund, we cannot use ;A W
after, but must use afterwards (= after that) or then:
Don’t have a meal and bathe immeédiately afterwards.

They bathed and afterwards played games/played games aﬂerwards or
They bathed and then played games.

-afterwards can be used at either end of the clause and can be modlﬁed

by soon, immediately, not long etc.:
Soon afterwards we got a letter.
We got a letter not long afterwards.
after can also be used as a conjunction:
After he had tuned the piano it sounded quite different.

- off, out, out of .

Travel and movement from, to, at, 1n, by, cn, mto, ontﬂ,

We travel from our. startmg place to our destmatlon L
o They ﬂew/drove/cycled/walked fmm Paris to Rome '

When are you coming back to E ngland?.

Mttt g it S
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9 Prepositions

‘We also send/post letters etc. to people and places. (But see note on
home below.)

g arrive at/in, get to, reach (without preposmon)

We arrive in a town or country, at or in a Vﬂlage at any other
-destmatlon
' They arrived in Spam/m Madrid. '

I arrived at the hotel/at the azrpoﬂ/at the bmdge/at the crossroads
'-get to can be used with any destination, and so can reaeh
R LAY - He got to the statzon just.in time for hzs tmm '
St T want to get o Berlin before dark. '
B o They reached the top of the mountain before sunme

o -get in (in = adverb) can mean arr1ve at a destma‘aon It 1s chleﬂy

used of trains: - | Ty
v What time does the rain get in? (reach the termmus/our statlon) o i
R Note also get there/back (there, back are adverbs) L o

1t took us an kour to get home. -
_ - They went home by bus. : R Y
But if home is umnedlately preceded by a Word or phrase a prepos1t10n

i B 1s necessary
" She returned to her pavents” home. | o
| --;We can be/hve/stay/work etc. at home, at + . . . + home or
in + . . . + home. But in cannot be followed dlrectly by home:

You can do this sort of work at home or at/in your own home. _' _

D ’I‘ransport by, on, get 1n/1nt0/0n/0nto/off/out of .

We can travel by car (but in the/my/Tom’s car), by bus/tram/
plane/hehcopter/ hovercraft etc. and by sea/air. We can also travel by a
certain route, or by a certain place (though via is more usual):

We went by the M4. We went via Reading. :

o We can walk or go on foot. We can cycle or go on a blcycle or by
bicycle. We can ride or go on horseback.
d :‘ We get into a public or private vehicle, or get in (adverb).

We get on/onto a public vehicle, or get on (adverb).

But we go on board a boat (= embark).

We get on/onto a horse/camel/bicycle.

‘We get out of a public or private vehicle, or get out (adverb).

-We get off a pubhc vehicle, a horse, bicycle, etc., or get off (adverb)

N E ' get in/into/out/out of can also be used of buildings, 1nst1tutions and _
| - countries instead of go/come/retum efc. when there is some dlfﬁculty E o
'm entermg or leaving. in and out here are used as- adverbs o
I've lost my keys!. How are we gomg to get mto the ﬂat/
to get m? (adverb) Y S ST T

' -__-We can use a Verb of motlon etc. + home W1thout a prep031t10n R




F  Giving directions: at, into, to etc. (prepositions), along, on

9 Prepositions

(prepositions and adverbs) and till (conjunction):
Go along the Strand till you see the Savoy on your right.
 The bus stop is just round the corner.
- Turn right/left at the Post Office/at the second traffic lzghts
Go on (adverb) past the post office.
Turn right/left into Fleet Street.

SR _Take the first/second etc. tummg on/to the right or ow/to your rzght RS
. Go on.(adverb) fo the end of the road. (till could not be used here y o '
Ny You will find the bank on your left halfway down the street -

- When you.come out of the si’afzon you wzll ﬁﬂd the ba-rrk opposn‘e

Xt you/in front of you.

- Get out (of the bus) at.the trzbe statzon cmd walk o7 (adverb) tzlf you :_

'come to a pub. -

S _Get off (the bus) emd walk back (adverb) tzll you come to some __

b traffic hights.

o 'Be careful not to confuse to and tﬂl (see 92 A)

Lin.

‘-at in; m, mto, on, _onto TR

at and in:

- (For arrzve at/m see 93 B.)

at

 We can be at home, at work, at the ofﬁce at school, at umver31ty,
- at.an address, at a certain pomt e.g. at the bndge at the crossroads _

at the bus -stop.

We can be in a country, a town, a village, a square, a street a room,
a forest, a wood, a field, a desert or any place which has boundanes or.

is enclosed. . ‘ ‘ ,

But a small area such as a square, a street, a room, a field mlght be
used with at when we mean ‘at this point’ rather than ‘inside’.

We can be in or at a building. in means inside only; at could mean
inside or in the grounds or just outside. If someone is ‘at the station’ he
could be in the street outside, or in the tlcket ofﬁce/waltmg room/
restaurant or on the platform. -
We can be in or at the sea, a river, lake, sw1mmmg pool etc.
in here means actually in the water: _

The children are swimming in the viver.

. at the sea/nver/lake etc. means near/bes1de the sea But at sea

- ‘means ‘ona ship'.

in and mtn _ : ' : :
.. in as shown above normally mdlcates p051t10n

- _into indicates movement, entrance:

They clzmbed-mto the;_ lorry_:_‘:_f_:__._

b et i R s it it e el
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Wwith the verb put, however, either in or info can be used:
He put his hands in/into his pockets.

jn can also be an adverb:

Come in = Enler. Get in (into the car).

on and onto
' _on can be used for both position and movement:
. Hewas szttmg on his case. Snow fell on the hills.
st name 15 on the door. - He went on board sth

N onto can be used (chiefly of peopie and ammals) when there 1s B ;_' o

'movement involving a change of 1eve1 _
People climbed onto their ro0fs. We lifred kzm onto the table
The cat jumped onto the mantelngce '

o on can also be an adverb:

Go on. Come on.

. 'qb“n e, Over, md 310":9"‘4",_"»381'1%3_1}1 etc.
above and over ERREEHN L

. above (preposition and adverb) and over (preposﬂ:ion_) cz_i_n both meaﬁ_ |
._____‘hlgher than’ and sometimes either can be used o

The helicopter hovered above/over us.
Flags waved above/over our heads

_But over can also mean ‘covering’, ‘on the other side of’, ‘across’ and
‘from one side o the other’: ' .

We put a rug over him.
He lives over the mountains.
There is a bridge over the river.
all over + noun/pronoun can mean ‘in every part of’:
'He has friends ail over the world.
above’can have none of these meanings.

gver can mean ‘more than’ or ‘higher than’.

- above can mean hlgher than” only.

Both can mean ‘higher in rank But He is over me would normally mean
‘He is my immediate superior’, ‘He superv1ses my work’. above would -
not necessarily have this meaning. :
If we have a bridge over a river, above the bridge means ‘upstre_am’.

_o_ver can be used with meals/food/drink: -

They had a chat over a cup of tea. (while drinking tea)
In the combination take + a time expressmn + over + noun/pronoun,

‘QVer can mean ‘to do/ﬁmsh’ etc.:

He doesn't take long over lunch/to eat h’zs%unch
- He took ages over the job. (He took ages to finish it.)

ahove can also be an adjectwe or adverb meamng earher (111 a book ” -
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below and under
below (preposition and adverb) and under (preposition) can both
mean ‘lower than’ and sometimes either can be used. But under can
indicate contact:

She put the letter under her pillow.

The ice crackled under his feet.
With below there is usually a‘space between the two surfaces:

- They live below us. (W e hve on the fourth ﬂoor and they hve on
‘the third.) '

-  Similarly: We live above them. (See A above )

- below and under can mean ‘junior in rank’. But He is under me rnpaes o |

~ that I am his 1mmed1ate superior. below does not necessanly have
this meaning. *

. : (Both over and uhder can be used as adverbs but w1th a change of

| beneath can sometlmes be used mstead of under but 1t is safer to

keep it for abstract meanings:
He would think it beneath him to tell a lze (uﬁworthy of hlm)
She mamed beneaih her (into a lower social class) '

_ besuie between, behmd in front of, opposite

- Imagine a theatre with rows of seats: A, B, C etc., Row A being
© nearest the stage

Stage
Row A Tom “Ann Bill -
Row B ' Mary Bob | .Jaine .'

This means that: - ‘ R
Tom is beside Ann; Mary is beside Bob etc. "
Ann is between Tom and Bill; Bob 1s between Mary and ]ane
Mary is behind Tom; Tom is in Sfront of Mary.
But if Tom and Mary are having a meal and Tom is sitting at one side of
the table and Mary at the other, we do not use in front of, but say:
Tom 1s sitting opposite Mary or Tom is facing Mary. '
But He stood in front of me could mean elther ‘He stood with his back to
me’ or ‘He faced me’.
People living on one 51de of a street will talk of the houses on the other
side as the houses opposite (us) rather than the houses in front of us.
- With other things, however, these restrictions do. not apply
- She put the plate on the table in front of him.
She sat with a book in front of her. ' .
-~ Where’s the bank? ~ There it is, just in fronl of you’
B There sa car park in front oj?at the back of the hotel

B ﬁ:_Don t confuse besuie W1th besxdes
n '_bes1de_ _

[
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bes1des (preposition) = in addition to/as well as:
I do all the cooking and besides that I help Tom.
Besides doing the cookzng I help Tom.

o beezdes (adverb) means (a) ‘in addition to that/as weﬂ as that’:

o I do the cooking and help Tom beszdes -
L and (b) ‘in any case/anyway SRR
o We can taﬁord oysters Beszdes Tom dOﬂsn 't lzke them S

I '(See 327)

: " between and amond L -
- between normally relates a pereon/t}nng to two other peons /th,ncfa,
g f:but it can be used of more when we have a definite number in mind: ©

i * Luxembourg lies between Belgium, Germany and France, _
among relates a person/thmg to more than two others norma]ly We

: g have no deﬂmte number in mind: -

_ " He was happy to be among fﬂends agam
o a mllage among. the hills :

Wlth could also be ueed 1natead of among m the 1ast sentence above

- Also, of course, with a smgular ob]ect

He was with a friend. .

- Examples of other uses:

'He cut it with a knije.
Don't touch it with bave hands.
" The mountains were covered with snow.
[ have no money with me/on me.
o He fought/quarrelled with everyone.
‘In descriptions:
the girl with ved haitr ~
the boy with his hands in his pockets
the. man with his back fo the cameralwith his feet on his desk

but and except (preposrtlons)

These have the same meaning and are interchangeable.

but is more usual when the preposition + object is placed immediately
after nobody/none/nothing/nowhere eic: |

Nobody but Tom knew the. way.

" Nothing but the best is sold in our shops.

except is more usual when the preposmon phrase comes later in the
sentence - :
 Nobody knew the way except Tom
-and after all/eveyybody/evewone/eve@thmg/everywhere etc.
- but is more emphatlc than except after anybody/anythmg/

: 'anywhere etc.: - -
You can park anywhere but/except here (You can t park here )

et ! but and except take the bare mﬁmnve (see 98). .

(For but for in condltlonal sentences, see 226. For :b "isg.a e
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Prepositions used with adjectives and participles

Certain adjectives and past participles used as adjectives can be
iollowed by a preposition + noun/gerund. (For verbs + prepositions,
see 97.) - ‘ '

Usually particular adjectives and participles require particular
prepositions. Some of these are given below; others can be found by

e ~consulting a good dictionary, which after any.adjective will give the

* prepositons that can be used with it.

- about, at, for, in, of, on, to, with used with certain adjectives and |

participles: o L e
- a@bsorbedin . jnvolvedin. . .
accordingto ‘keenon

accustomed to (see 163) . liable forfio
afraid of (27 B, 271) N - mervousof
anxious Jor/about 27C) owing to (27 A)
cashamedof -~ plegsed with
aware of 27TF) prepared for .
‘badatffor - prowdof
capable of S ready for
confident of ' - responsible for/to
due to/for (27 A) _ scared of
exposed fo sorry for/about (27 B)
fit for . - successful in . '
Jond of ' ‘suspicious of
Jrightened of/at ternified of
good at/for . tived of
 interested in - used to (163)-

He was absorbed in his book. o
" She is afraid/frightened/scared of the dark.
-According to Tom it’s 2.30. (Tom says it’s 2.30.)
He is bad/good at chess. (a bad/good player)
Running is bad/good for you. (unhealthy/healthy)
They are very keen on golf, :
Drivers exceeding the speed limit ave liable to a fine.
. The management is not responsible for articles left in
-customers’ cars., . _ .
I'm sorry for your husband. (I pity him.)
I'm sorry for forgetting the iickets. (apology)
I'm sorry about the tickets. (apology or regret)

- (For good/kind etc. + of, It was kind of you to wait, see 26 B.)
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9 Prepositions

A large number of verb + preposition combinations are dealt with in

chapter 38. But

there are a great many other verbs which can be

“followed by prepositions and some of these are listed below.-More can -

~ be found in any good dictionary.
o accusesbof
" apologize (to sb) for

Cipsiston
live on.(food/money) .

- apply to sb/for stho long for _
sk forlabovt - objectto
Cattendto pccurto
begfor persistin
- believein - prefer sb/sth tosb/sth
bewareof Cpreparefor.
blamesbfor oo “bunish sb for PR
0 charge sb with (an offence) - quarrel with sb about =~
o comparesthwith . weferio
comply with = relyon. |
| conformto = yemind sbof
. consistof Cresortto
- dealin ~succeed in |
depend on suspect sbof
- dream of  think of/about
' fight with sb for  watt for
fine sb for warn sb of/about
hope for wish for
‘Do you believe in ghosts? S
They were charged with receiving stolen goods.

You. haven't complied with the regulations.
For a week she lived on bananas and milk.
It never occurred to me to insure the house.
They persisted in defying the law.

When arguments failed he resorted to threals.

Notice also feel like + noun/pronoun = feel inclined to have

something:

Do you feel like a drink/a meal/a rest?
feel like + gerund = feel inclined to do something:
1 don’t feel like walking there. =
~ (For like used in comparisons, see 21 G-1.)
Passive verbs can of course be followed by by + agent; but they can
- also be followed by other prepositions: ' B

. The referee was booed by the crowd.

 The referee was booed for his decision

/for awarding a penalty.
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98 Gerunds after prepositions

_Many of these words are used to form phrasal verbs (see chapter 38)

' Many words can be used as either prepositions or adverbs
. He got off the bus at the corner. (preposition) -
He got off at the corner. (adverb)
The most important of these are above, about, across, along,
before, behind, below, besides, by, down, in, near, off, on,
over, past, round, since, through, under, up:
They were here before six. (preposition)
'He has done this sort of work before. (adverb)
Peter is behind us. (preposition)
He’s a long way behind. (adverb)
She climbed over the wall. (preposition)
You'll have to climb over too. (adverb) -
. When the meetmg was.over the delegates went home. (adverb here
. over = finished) :
- The shop is just round the corner. (prepos1t10n)
: Come round (o my house) any evening. (adverb)
" Heran up. the stairs. (prep051t1on) '
" He ent up in the Iift. (adverb) -

R e

It has already been stated in 86 that verbs placed immediately after
prepositions must be in the gerund form:
He left without paying his bill.
I'apologize for not writing before.
She insisted on paying for herself. =
_ Before szgnmg the contmct read the small pmnt
. (See also 259.). : s AR RN R
A few noun + preposmon + gerund comblnatlons may also be noted o
o There’s no point in taking your car if you can’t park.
- What’s the point of taking your car if you can’t parl-:’
Is there any chance/likelihood of his changing his mind? e
Have you any objectzon to changing your working hours? L
I am m favour of gwmg everyone a day oﬁ o _
L ! -The only exceptions to the gerund rule are except and bu‘i
S (prep051t10n) ‘which take the bare mﬁmtlve
o Teould do nothing except agree. =
He did nothing but complain. B
- However, if but is used as a conjunction, it can be followed dlrec:tly by
’ e1ther full infinitive or gerund
Bemg idle sometimes is agreeable, but being idle all the tzme ngh* .
- become monotonous.
To be 1dle sometzmes 1S agreeable, but to be zdle all the time etc
Prepositions/ adverbs

ot B nin o
v

i T e o e P

e e e o e b
S

1
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Classes of verbs

| T here are two classes of verbs in Enghsh o .
The auxiliary verbs (auxiliaries): fo be, to have, to do can, could may,

rmght must, ought, shall, should, will, would to :ﬂeed to dare and used '
Al other verbs, which we may call oranary’ verbs '
: to wo#z o smg ' to pray o |
s :-:be have do, need and dare have 1nf1n1t1ves and part1c:1p1es 11ke ordmary
s ':-'Verbs ‘but can, could, may, might, must, oughr shall, should, willand -
would have neither infinitives nor pamcxples and therefore ‘have only a
o restncted number of forms. (For used, see 162 Ay -
__Before studymg auxzharies it may be helpful to con51der ordmary verbs
most of whose tenses are formed with auxiliaries. '
Ordinary verds
Principal parts of the active verb
Affirmative -~ - .Negative
Present iﬁﬁnitive - towork not to work
Present continuous  fo be working not to be working
infinitive ‘
Perfect infinitive to have worked not to have worked
Perfect continuous to have been working not to have been working
infinitive .
Present participle  ~ working . not working,
and gerund
Perfect participle having worked not having worked
and gerund - S '
. - Pastparticiple .= worked

o In regular verbs the simple past and the past participle are both formed _
A by addmg d or ed to the mﬁmtwe Sometn:nes the ﬁnal consonant ofthe
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The present participle and gerund are always regular and are formed j
adding ing to the infinitive. The rule concerning the doubling of the ﬁnal - 1(
consonant of the infinitive before addmg ing apphes here also (see
spelling rules, 355)

102 Active tenses

. Present = ysnnple o heworks (see172)
N _.'-._-.-'contmuous Lo heds working (164) .
~ perfect o " he has worked (182)
.. perfect contmuoub_.-_.j_-.-_ he has been workmg (190) Lk
o Past - . simple - o he worked (175) S R
S '.'contmuous _he was working (178) o
- perfect - ©iio o he had worked (194) -
o perfect contmuoua . he had been workmg (197)
- Futwre -~ simple - S he will work (207)
. comtinuous . . hewill be workmg_(le) o
‘perfect . hewill have worked (216) =
_ . - perfect contmuous - he will have been woﬂcwg (216)
. Present. conditional .~ - he would work (219) o
: ~ conditional contmuous_ ke would be working (219)_
Perfect  conditional - - he would have worked (220)
| conditional co_ntmuous ‘he would have been working
- B Affirmative contractions | o
The auxiliaries be, have, will, would are contracted as follows . :
am m - have ve  will U T
s s has s would 'd DT
are "-’re -~ had d | .
Note that ’s can be is or has and *d can be had or would: |
He's going = He is going. :
He’s gone = He has gone.
He'd paid = He had paid. -
3 - He'd like a drink = He would like a drink.
These contractions are used after pronouns, here, there, some
question words (see 104) and short nouns: _ __
Heyre’s your pen. The twms ve amved : b
The car’d broken down I ' | L]
- Affirmative contractions are not used at the end of sentences: '
You aren’t in a hurry but I am.
~(I’'m would not be possible here.) .
.- shall/ should was and were are not wntten ina contracted form but

. are often contracted in speech to /Sl jod woz/ and /wa(r)/

"*u_.r.ls_tr.ées.éd; _he_ stress - -
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" The simple past tense negative for all persons is did not/didnh’t + |
. Contractions are usual in speech:

- They do not/don’t live here.
I did not/didn’t phone hes.

10 TIntroduction to verbs

Negatives of tenses

The simple present tense: third person singular does not/doesn’t +
infinitive; other persons do not/don’t + infinitive. |

infinitive.

" He does not/doesn’t answer letters. -

She did not/didn’t wait for me.”

" The negative of all other tenses is forrned by putting not after the
- Contractions are usual in speech:
- He has not/hasn’t finished. . .
" "He would not/wouldn’t come.
- Negative contractions o
- The auxiliaries be, have, will, would, shall, should, do are

contracted as follows:
. am not 'm not
is not isn’t or ’s not
~ are not - aven’t or ve not R o
I’'m not going and Tom isn’t going/Tom’s not going. '

" We aren’t going/We'rve not going. A >
have not and has not contract to haven’t and hasn’t, but in perfect
tenses *ve not and ’s not are also possible: o TN
" We haven’t seen him/We've not seen him.

He hasn’t/He’s not come yet. "

- will not contracts to won’t, though *11 not is also poss'ibfle. shall not

contracts to shan’t: ‘ : - S
T won’t go/l Il not go till I hear and I shan 't hear till tomorrow.

Other verb forms are contracted in the usual way by adding n’t.

Negative contractions can come at the end of a sentence:

I saw it but he didn’t.

In English a negative sentence can have only one negative expression in
it. Two negative expressions give the sentence an affirmative meaning:
Nobody did nothing means that everyone did something. -~
So never, no (adjective), none, nobody, no one, nothing, hardly, hardly
ever etc. are used with an affirmative verb. We can say: o
He didn’t eat anything or S
He ate nothing.
He doesn’t ever complain or
He never complains. I T P
" We haven’t seen anyone ot e o
. Wehave seenmoone.
They didn’t speak much or
Th
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104 Interrogative for questions and requests

A Simple present tense interrogative: does he/she/it + ioﬁnitive;
- do Iyou/we/they + infinitive.

Simple past tense mterrogative did + subject + infinitive.
Does Peter enjoy parties?  Did he enjoy Ann’s party?

- Inall other tenses the 1nterrogat1ve is formed by puttmg the subject
' after the auxiliary: .
' Have you fzmshed ? Are you commg9

i B Contracttons of aux:tharles Lsed 111 the 1nterrogat1ve

~ am, is, are, have, had, will and would - e T

After kow wkat who wkere why, these can be contracted as shown in S

"102B - N
How wzll/How ll he get z‘hereﬁ Whaz‘ kas/Whats happenedF’ R { o

= ls and will can also be contracted after whrm SR [N
When is/When’s he coming?. i

) wﬂi can also be contracted after wizzch

' Which wzll/thch I you have? - ' ni SRR

-~ When the verb comes first as in A above, it is not contracted il Wr1t1ng i

~exceptin negative interrogative forms. But in speechitis usually contracted..

‘shall, should, do and did are not written in contracted form, although
- do you is sometimes written d’you. In speech shall should and do
’ you are often contracted to /{1, fad, dju:/.

prd

| C  The interrogative form is used for questions, but it is not used: | !
1 | 1 When the question is about the identity of the subject o ; ‘
. - Who told you? Wkat happened ? :
2 In mchrect speech:

. He said, ‘Where does she live?’ = He asked where she lived,

3 Ifwe place before the question a prefix such as Do you know, Can you
o tell me, I want to know, I'd like to know, I wonder/was wondering, Have _
~you any idea, Do you think: : 1
What time does it start? but Have you any idea what time it stan‘s?
[ - Where does Peter live? but | wonder wheye Peter lives. '
I “Will I have to pay duty on this? but
! _ : " Do you thmk ry have/Do you know if I'll have to pay duty’

D - Requests are usually expressed by the interrogative:
-~ Can/Could you help me? Will/Would you bay at the desk?
Would you lLike to come this way?
Would you mind Moving your car?
. Buthere again, if before the request we put a phrase such as
= I wonder/was wondering or Do you think, the verb in the request
o changes from mterrogatlve to afﬁrmanve RN
~ Could - you give me a hand with thzsp but SRR gy
I wonder/was Ondenng/w idered if you could gi




o
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expressed by a verb such as ask with object + infinitive:
He asked me to give him a hand.

The interrogative is used in question tags after- a negative verb:
You didn’t see him, did you?  (See 110.)

When, for emphasis, words/phrases such as never, ravely, seldom, only
when, only by, not only, not till are placed first in a sentence the
following main verb is put into the inverted (= interrogative) form:

 Only when we landed did we see how badly the plane had been . -. : _

damaged ' (See 45)

Negative mtcrrogauve _

'_-This is formed by putting not after the ordmary mterrogatlve

" Did you not see her? Is he not coming?

| _. "But this form is almost awaya contracted:

~Didn't you see her? - Isn’t he commg’

| Note that not is now before the subject

am I not? has an irregular contraction: aren’t I?

~The negative interrogative is used when the speaker expects or hopes
' for an affirmative answer: -

- Haven’t you finished yet?  Don’t you like my new dress?
CHILD: Cawn’t I stay up till the end of the programme?
I could wait ten minutes. ~ Couldn’t you wait a little longer?

The negative interrogative is also used in question tags after an
affirmative sentence:

You paid him, didn’t you? |

She would like to come, woildn’t she?  (See 110.)

Auxiliary verbs

Auxiliaries and modal auxiliaries

Prncipal auxiliaries - Modal auxiliaries = Semi-modals
to be can could to need
to have : may might fo dave
o do , must . had to - used
ought = '
shall ~  should
will . would

Auxiliaries help to form a tense or an expression, hence the name. .
. They combine with present or past part1c1pies or thh mﬁmtives to form_ L
o the tenses of ordmary Verbs__:_-_.;_' i "
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'_ In the negatwe and mterrogatrve be and do follow the auxﬂ1ary
pattern S : : : TP : . .
'-Negatwe verb + not

10 Introdu_ctiop to verbs

They combine with infinitives to indicate permission, possibility,
obligation, deduction etc. as will be shown in the following chapters:
He can speak French. You may g. We must hurry.

Auxiliaries: forms and patterns

5 be have and do (the pnnc1pal aumhanes)

- Inﬁ_ruuve R Present tense L -'__Pas_t tense _ '_'.-":P_ast paifticiple_ _. f_'
tohave . have,has " had ' had . SR
':'__i‘_o do “ do, does. . did . -:doﬂ_e SR

He isn z‘commg It dzd noz‘ matter

';Interrogatwe subject + verb:.

Was he wazz‘mgﬂ Does she see us”

have normaﬂy follows the auxzhary pattern

Has he (got) to go?

| but sornetlmes uses do/did forms

Does he have to go?

be takes the full infinitive:
They are to wait for us at the station.

‘have takes the full 1nf1n1t1ve except 1r1 two construct10ns |

(see 119 A, 120). :
do takes the bare 1nf1n1t1ve Dzd he wm‘e”

be, have and do, when used as auxiliaries, require g partlmple or -
infinitive, though in answers, comments etc. this is often
understood but not mentioned: L _

Have you seen it? ~ Yes, I have (seen it).

be (see 115), have and do can-also be used as ordmary verbs with
independent meanings; i.e. “have can mean ‘possess’ (see 122), do

- can mean ‘perform/occupy oneself’ etc. (see 126).
‘be or have or do can then be the only verb in a sentence:

Heislazy.  He has no job. * He does nothmg

| do is then conjugated with do/did: -

- What do you do in the evenings?

- _and have can be conjugated in either way:

Haue you (goﬂ time?/Do you. have z‘zmep |

::can, could may, might, must, ought Wﬂl Would shall and
) should_ (the_ modai auxmanes) e .

e i e e AT L T e A ST s e e




_But they can also use the do/ did forms and then take the fali mﬁmtrve o S
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They always form their negative and interrogative according to the
auxiliary pattern:

will not ought not .

willhe ... ?  ought he :
They have no proper past tenses; four past forms exist, could, mzdht
should, would, but they have only a restricted use.

‘Modal verbs have no infinitives or part1c1p1es ancl therefore cannot be '
-~ usedin the continuous tenses. ' .
S Al modal verbs except ought are followed by the bare mﬁmtwe E

~You should pay but You ought to pay.

i 'A nodal verb always requires an 1nﬁmt1ve thotlgh sometlmee this is
_ understood but not mentioned: .

o Can you understand: ? ~ Yes, I can (understand)

need dare and used (the seml—modals)

~ When ‘used as auxﬂlanes need and dare can conform to the modal .: o
. -'pattern They then take the bare mﬁmtive . o

- He need not wait.

Wlth to:
- He doesn’t dare to interrupt.
- They didn’t need to wait. (See 149.)
need and dare can also be used as ordinary verbs, and are then
mﬂected and have the usual participles:
- He needs help.  They darved me to jump.

used, sometimes referred to as used to, is used omnly in the past. For
its negative and interrogative it usually follows the auxﬂlary pattern

I used not/usedn’t to go.
But though technically used has no infinitive, the forms didn’t use to

- and did he/she etc. use to? are quite often heard.

Use of auxiliaries in short answers,
agreements etc.

Auxiliaries are extremely important in conversation because in short
answers, agreements, disagreements with remarks, additions to
remarks etc. we use auxiliaries instead of repeating the original verb.

“Auxiliaries in short answers

_ _-Questlons re'quiring the answer yes or no, i.e. qttestions such as Do
S you smoke? or Can you ride a bicycle?, should be. answered by yes or
L ne and the auxiliary only T he ongmal subject If a nou '

repla ed by
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Do you smoke? ~ Yes, Ido fnot Yes, I smoke). .

Is that Ann? ~ Yes, it is/No, 1t isn't.

Did the twins go? ~ Yes, they did/No, they didn’t.

Will there be an exam? ~ Yes, there will/No, there won't.
If there is more than one auxiliary in the question, the ﬁrst should be

- used in the answer:

- Should he have gone? ~ Yes, he shouZd

- Questions with miust I/he etc. or need I/he etc. are answered Yes o

- you/he etc. must or No, you/he efc. needn t:

Must I/Need I take all tkese pzlls’ Yes you must/No y(m R

needn to (See 147.)

o An answer With yes or no Wlthout the auxihary Would be iess pohte

‘ '-_Agreements with afnrmative remarks are made W1th yes/so/of course +. E
-+ affirmative auxliary.. If there is an auxﬂlary in the first verb thlS is.

Awreemen’ts and dlsaf“reements w1tn remarhs T

L '_repeated If there is no auxiliary do, does or dld is used

‘He works too hard. ~ Yes, he does.

. There may be a strike. ~ Yes, there may.

- Living in London unll be expenswe ~ (Yes ) of course zt wzll
That's Ann! ~ Oh, soitis. . .

. Dlsagreements with negative remarks are made Wlth yes/oh yes +
. afﬁrmatlve auxiliary. The auxiliary is stressed here. '

- Twon't have to pay. ~ Oh yes, you \will!

- My alarm didn’t ring! ~ Oh yes, it \did! -
- There isn’t any salt in this. ~ Yes, there Yis.
Bread won't make me fat. ~ Ok yes it [wzll

| Agreements with negatlve remarks are made with no + negatl,ve

auxiliary:

It wouldn't take long to get there ~ No, it wouldn’t.
I haven't paid you yet. ~ No, you haven’t, N
The boys mustn’t be late. ~ No, they mustn’t.

The door can’t have been locked. ~ No, it can 't

Dlsagreements with affirmative remarks are expressed by

-'no/oh no + negative auxﬂlary

- Ann’ll lend it to you. ~ Oh no, she won't.
Peter gets up too late. ~ No, he doesn’t.
There is plenty of time. ~ No, there isn’t.
Prices are coming down. ~ Oh no, they aren’t.

_hut can be used when disagreeing with an assumptlon The assumption | |
g may be expressed by a question: = '

Why dzd you tmvel f rst class” But I dzdn t’ -

ot T S et SR 25 £ ] 281 e e e i
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| }_10 Question tags

These are short additions to sentences, asking for aoreement or
confirmation.

After negative statements we use the ordinary interrogative:
You didn’t see him, did you?
Ann can’t swim, can she? -
That isn’t Tom, is it?

= After affirmative statements we use the negatwe 1nterrogat1ve _

Peter helped you, didn’t he?
Mary was there, wasn’t she? -

' N gative verbs in the tags are usually contracted
L ..-Irregular I'm late, aren’t I? L
" Note that let’s has the tag shall: Let s 2o, shall we?’ _
-The subject of the tag is always a promoun. o

. ZExamples of questxon tags after negatlve stateme‘lts |

. Peter doesn tsmoke does he?

B ':' s Ann isn’t studying music, s shep

'Bill didn’t want to go, did he’?

James wasn’t driving the car, was he?

You haven't ridden a horse for a long time, have you?

The twins hadn't seen a hovercraft before, had they?

They couldn’t understand him, could they?

There wasn't enough time, was theve? .

People shouldn’t drop litter on pavements, should they’ .

Ann hasn’t got colour TV, has she? L
Note that statements containing words such as nezther no (adjectlve)
none, no one, nobody, nothing, scarcely, barely, hardly, hardly ever,

- seldom are treated as negative statements and followed by an ordmary
~ interrogative tag:

No salt is allowed, 1s 11?

Nothing was said, was it?

- Peter hardly ever goes to parties, does he?
When the subject of the sentence is anyone, anybody, no one, nobody,
none, neither we use the pronoun they as subject of the tag:

I dow’t suppose anyone will volunteer, will they?

No one would object, would they?

Netither of them complained, did they?

Question tags after afﬁrmatlve statements _
With the simple present tense we use den’t/doesn t'9 n the tag With
the simple past tense we use didn’t? : :
- Edward lives here, doesn’t he?
- You found your passport, didn’t you?

- After all other tenses we Just put the aumhary verb mto the negatwe = |
. interrogative:. .

Mary’s commg tomorrow isn tshe :
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Remember that ’s = is or has, and ’d = had or would:
 Peter’d written before you phoned, hadn’t he?
Mary’d come if you asked her, wouldn’t she?
You'd better change your wet shoes, hadn’t you?
The boys’d rather go by air, wouldn't they?
With everybody, everyone, somebody, someone we use the pronoun they: |
" Everyone warned you, didn’t they?. . _ R S O
- Someone had recognized him, hadn ttheﬁ . ' " REE
_ ‘Negative interrogative tags Without contractlons are p0s81b1e but the 3 .
e Word order is different: - i B R '_ I A
You saw him, dzdyounot? '_ B D TR AR FL P T
ThlS is 2 much Eess usnal for*n RN

| D Intonation R o
When ‘question tags are used the speaker doesn t normaﬂy need R
mformatlon but merely expects. agreement These tags are therefore
usually said with a falling intonation, as in staternents T
Somenmes however the speaker does want information. Heis nor L
‘quite sure that the statement is true, and wants to be reassured In tnv_
_case the question tag is said with a rising intonation and the important

~ word in the first sentence is stressed, usuaily with a rise of pltCh '
(See Strucfure Drzlis 1, 11 13 ) '

T

1 1 1 Comment tags

A These are formed with auxﬂlary verbs Just 11ke questlon tags, but after
. an afﬁrmanve statement We use an. ordmary mterrogatwe tag, after a
- negatlve statement we use a negatlve interrogative tag. _

- A comment tag can bé added to an affirmative statement It then _

. 1nd1cates that the speaker notes the fact. '

You saw him, did you? = Oh, so you saw him.

v You've found a job, have you? = Oh, so you've found a job.

~ Comment tags can also be spoken In answer to an affirmatwe or

negatlve statement: - - Y

- i living in London now. ~ Are you?’ EE

I didn’t pay Paul.:~-Didn’t you? : _

When used in this way ‘the tag'is rough]y equlvalent to Really’ or

Indeed! .

B The chief use of these tags‘is to express the speaker’s reaction o 2

- statement. By the tone of his-voice he can indicate that he is mterested
- not interssted; surpnsed pleased dehghted angry, susp1c1ous |
- disbelieving etc. - SRR
-The speaker 8 feehngs can be expressed more forc1bly by addmg an |
auxﬂlary o 5 - '

i T borrowed | your Eair. =~ Oh you did dzd you?’ L
: 5 I didn tthmk you'd need it, ~ Oh, you didn’t, dzdn t you?

e before an ordmary 1nterrogat1ve we use ‘an affirmative auxﬂxary
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Again, the meaning depends on the tone of voice used. The speaker
may be very angry, even truculent; but the form could also express
admiration or amusement.

Addltlorls to remarks

Afﬁrrnatlve addrhons to affirmatrve remarks can be made by. subject +
. __auxﬂlary + too/also or by so + auxiliary + subject, in that order. If -
: _;._there 1S an auxﬂlary in the first remark, it is repeated in the addmon

- Bill would enjoy a game and Tom would roo/so would Tom.

o If there is no auxiliary, do/dees/dzd is used in the addition; i.e. instead R
- of saying Bill likes golf and Tom lzkes golf (too) we can say lel lzkes golf Lo
. and Tom does too/so does Tom. e

The additions can, of course be spoken by another person

* The boys cheated! ~ The gzrls did too!/So did the gzrlsf b :
I m having a toorh out tomorrow. ~ So 'm Il o

_When both remarks are ‘made by the same person , both subjects are o
" usually stressed. When they are made by drﬁerent people the second =
o subject is stressed more strongly than the ﬁrst o

Afﬁrmatrve addrtlons to negatlve remarks are rnade with but +
* subject + auxiliary: :

~ Bill hasn’t got a licence, ~ But Donald has
- She doesn’ { eat meat but her husband does.
The horse wasn 't hun‘ but the rider was.

. Negatlve additions to afﬁrmatwe remarks are made mth but +
~ subject +, negative auxrhary

‘He likes pop music but I don’t.
You can go but I can’t.
Peter passed the test but Bill didn’t.

Negative additions to negatwe remarks are made with nerrher/nor +
auxiliary + subject: .

Tom never goes to concerts, neithey does his wzfe

Ann hasn't any spare time. ~ Neither/Nor have I,

I didn’t get much sleep last night. ~ Neither/Nor did 1.
These additions can also be made with subject + negative auxiliary +
either: = - 7
" He didn’t like the book; I dzdn tezther
They don’t mind the noise; we don’t etther.

Alternatively, we can use the Whole verb + ob]ect 1f there is one, +
: erther ' : T

I dld?.’t 13 lzke zt ezther We don t mmd zt ezther
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b_e as a:_n_ auxﬂiary Verb |

F orm and LSL, m the formatzon of tenseq o |

Form '

Pnnmpai parts be was, been

Gerund/present part1c1ple bemg

Present tense

 Affrmative  Negative o Interrogative. o

o Iam/Im Iamnoz/Im not amP R

Past tens_e:

" You are/you e s you are not/you 've not are you?
he is/he’s o heis not/he’s not 18 he?

she is/she's . sheis not/she’s not .15 she?

it ishit’s o itis not/it’s not PR _- st

we are/we're we are not/we're not . are we?

you avelyou're - . you are riot/you’re not are you?
: they arefthey’'re . they are not/they_’r_e not " are they?

" A]ternatwe negatlve contractlons you aren 't he 151 tetc
- Negative interrogative: am I not/aren tI ? are you not/aren t youF>
15 he not/zsn 't he? etc. '

Affirmative | _Negative R Interrogativé

Twas - - Iwas not/wasnt o cwas I?
you were: . - . you were not/werent - were you?

- he/ske/_it-.was , . he/she/it was not/wasn’t _'was_'ke_/she/zft? -

we were . we were not/weven’t ' were we?
YOUu were you were not/weren’t . were.you?
they were. they tere not/weren t v were they?

-Negatxve 1nterrogat1ve was I not/wasn tI ? were you not/weren ¢ youp :
was he nat/wasn 't he? etc Tl T e ey :

- The forms are the _same when be is used as an ordxnary verb.
+ Other tenses fo_llow_the rules for _ordmary verbs_ But be is not
- normally used in the continuous forr he

Tl o i aaas | v
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Use to form tenses

" be is used in continuous active forms: He is working/will be working
_etc., and in all passive forms: He was followed/is being followed.

Note that be can be used in the continuous forms in the passive:

~ Active: They are carrying him.
- Passive: Heis being carried.

(For be used in the commuous w1th adjectwes see 115 B. )

he +1n mtive

_ _'The be + mﬁmuve construction e.g. I am fo go is extremely rnportant R
o and can be used in the foﬂowmg ways . g

~To. convey orders or instructions:

=No one 15 fo leave this bmldmg wzthout z‘he peafmzsszm of thﬂ polzce
~ (no one must leave) : :
- Hez is to stay here till we reluri. (l:\. mu-t H[QY)

This is a rather 1"npersonai way of giving instructions and is chleﬂy used _

with the third person. ‘When used with you it often implies that the - :

speaker is passing on instructions issued by someone else. The
difference between (a) Stay here, Tom and (b) You are to stay here, Tom
is that in (a) the speaker himself is ordering Tom to stay, while in (b) he
may be merely conveying to Tom the wishes of another person,

This distinction dlsappears of course in indirect speech and the be +
infinitive construction is an extremely useful way of expresslng
indirect commands, partlcularly when the introductory verb is in
the present tense:

He says, ‘Wait till I come.”

He says that we aré to wait tzll he comes:
or when there is a clause in front of the imperative: .

He said, ‘If 1 fall asleep at the wheel wake me up

" He said that if he fell asleep at the wheel she was to wake hzm up

It is also used in reportmg requests for instructions: -
‘Where shall I put it, sir?’ he asked =
He asked where_he qu to put it. (See also 318 B )

To convey a plan:
She is to be married next mont}z
The expedztwn is to start in.a week's fime.
This construction is very much used in newspapers
The Prime Minister 1s to make g statement tomorrow.
In headlines the verb be is ‘often omltted to save space
Prime Mzmster to make statement tomowow .

o Past forms

* He was 10, go. (present mﬁmtlve) o
He was-to.'hayg gome: (perfect infinitive) =
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The first of these doesn’t tell us whether the plan was carried out or
not. The second is used for an unfulfilled plan, i.e. one which was not -
carried out:
The Lord Mayor was to have laid the foundation stone but he was
taker. ill last night so the Lady Mayovess is domg it instead.

was/were + infinitive can express an idea of destiny:
‘He received a blow on the head. It didn’t worry him at the time but i
was to be very troublesome later. (turned out to be/proved
troublesome)

They said goodbye, lzz‘ﬂe knowmg that the ,z weve never to meet acfam _

(were desuned never to meet)

_ be about + Inﬁmtwe expresses the xmmedlate future:

“They are about to start. (They are just goms:r to start/They.are on
the point of starting.) -

L . Ju_st can be added to make the future even more 1mmed1ate

They are mst abouz‘ z‘o leaz}e o

::_:: Slmﬂaﬂy in th\_, DESt

- He was just abow‘ to dwe when he saw the shark

| ‘be on the point of + gerund has the same meaning as he about
: mfimtive but sa shade more 1mmed1ate

L

- be as an ordinary verb

- Form: as for be used as an auxiliary (see 113 A).

115

be to denote existence, be + adjective.

be is the verb normally used to denote’ the ex1stence of, or to give
1nformat10n about, a person or thmg

‘Tom is a carpenter. ~ The dog is in the garden. =
Malta is an 1sland. - The roads were vough and narrow.
Gold is a metal. o Peter was tall and fair.

be is used to express physwal or mental condltlon
I am hot/cold. He was exczted/calm
They will be happy/unhappy

With certain adjectives, &.g. quiet/noisy, good/bad wzse/foolzsh it is
- possible to use the contmuous form of be, e.g. Tom is bemg foolish, to

1rnply that the Sub}ect is showing this quality at this time. Compare Tom
15 betng foolzsh which means Tom i 18 talklng or actmg foohshly now,
with Tom is foolish, which means that Tom always acts or ta]ks

- foolishly. Similarly, The children are being quiet means they are playing

| '-;: ‘quietly now, but The chzldfen are qmet Imght mean that they usually
: '_play qu1etl :

& 30 b kg S m SR L e
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Other adjectives include:

annoying generous/mean
cautions/rash helpful funhelpful
clever/stupid O irritating
difficult mysterious _
economical/extravagant optimistic/péssimistic
formal polite '
- funny . selfish/unselfish

, '_With some of these, e.g. stupid, difficult, funny, polite, the c__on_tihuo_u_s
- form rnay imply that the subject is deliberately acting in this way: o

* Vou are being stupid may mean You are noi trying to understand.

" He is being difficult usually means He is raising unnecessary

' objections. .~ - o 3 N o
" He is being funny usually means He is only joking. Dow’t -
=boligve Bim. o L e
. ‘She is just being polite probably means She is ondy pretendingto
admire yom"ca?f/.c_lofhes/h.ouse_etc. R S

be is used for age: : L . :
- How old are you? ~ I'm ten/I am ten years old. (not I'm ten years)
How old is the tower? ~ It is 400 years old. (years old must be used
‘when giving the age of things.) - TR

Size and weight are expressed by be: ;
‘How tall are you?/What is your height? ~ I am 1°65 meives.
How high are we now? ~ We're about 20,000 feet.

What is your weight? or What do you weigh/How much do you
weigh? ~ I am 65 kilos or { weigh 65 kilos. : :

be is tsed for prices:
How much is this melon? or What does this melon cost? ~ It’s £1.
The bést seats are (= cost) £25.

there is/are, there was/were efc. -

When a noun representing an indefinite person or thing is the subject of
the verb be we normally use a there +be + noun construction. We
can say A policeman is at the door but There is a policeman at the door
would be more usual.” ' o |
Note that, though there appears to be the subject, the real subjectis
the noun that follows the verb, and if this noun is plural the verb must
be plural too: SO - c

. There are two policemen at the door. -

| In'thg above sentences both constructions (noun + be and there +
- be + noun) are possible. But when be is used to mean exist/happen/
. take place the there construction is necessary: o

" There.is a mistake/There are mistak

vistakes in this brapslation.

Ci Id: writte
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In the following examples (R) is placed after the example when the
there construction is replaceable by noun/pronoun + verb:

There have been several break-ins this year.

There will be plenty of room for everyone.

There were hundreds of people on the beach. (R)

there can be used smﬂarly with someone/anyone/no one/somethmg etc
There s someone on the Dhone for you. (R) L

- there + be + somethmG/rrothmg/anythmg + ad]ective is also
g possrble s ' :

- Is there an ﬁhmg w:rong (wzm youy car)? (R)
- No, there’s nothing wrong with it. (R) . =
There S somethmg odd/stmnge abouz‘ this letter.

: 'A noun or someone/somethmg etc could be followed by a relatwe clause '

There safilmlI wam‘ fo see. f- There s somethmg I musz‘ say

: or by an infinitive:

Therz s nothmg fo do (nothmc that We can do/must do see 250)

~The. there constructlon can be used with another auxﬂlary + be _
' There must be no doubt about thzs _ There may be a letter for me. o
) or with seem + be, appear + be: ' : : '

There seems to be something wrong here

:there used as above is always unstressed. : ‘
. Be careful not to confuse there used in this Way Wlth there stressed,
- used as an adverb: '

’There s aman ] want fo see. (He 1S standmg by the door )

o Compare with:

- rt 1s used for 1dent1ty, and there is + noun/pronoun

There s a man I want to see. (Ttns man emsts )

4t is and there is compared =
For uses of it is, see 67. 5
Some ‘examples may help to prevent confusion between the two forms

- it.is + adjective; there is + nourn:

- Itis Joggy or There isafog.. . .
It was very wet or There was a lot of rain.
It won't be very sunny or There won t be much sun.

; 1t is, there i is of distance and _tune

It is a long way fo York. ' '
There is a long way stll to go. (We have rnany nuIes stﬂl to go. )

1t is time to go home. (We always start home at six and it is six,;now. )
~There is tzme for us to go home and come back here agam before the o

lem stan‘s (That amount of tlme e}nsts )

| . o - e T et 1
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Alternative negative contractions (chiefly used in perfect tenses): I've not,

11 be, have, do

it is, used in cleft sentences (see 67 D), and there is: -
7t is the grandmother who makes the decisions. (the grandmother,
not any other member of the family) -
. and there’s the gmndmother who lives z'n the granny-flat.
(the grandmother ex1sts) ' ' "

hme as an auxﬂlary x eTb

B '}_‘O’fm _and use_ln the f IOTT Of tenae:, o RN
: Form

Prmc1pal parts have had had R
- Gerund/present part1c1ple havmg R

'Preaent tense

S _-_Afﬁrmative_ ' Negative ST " _""Interrogative
“Thave/T've . I have not/haven 't havel?

 you have/you've you have not/haven't -~ have you?
he has/he's ' he has not/hasn't © has he?
‘<he has/she’s . she has not/hasn’t " . has she?
it has/it’s it has not/hasn’t. - has it?
we have/we've we have not/haven't - have we?

 you have/you've . you have not/haven't ~ have you?

~ they have/they ve ~ they have not/haven't - have they?

you 've not, he's not etc. : e
Negatwe interrogative: have I not/haven’t 1? have you not/haven't you?
has he not/hasn 't he? etc. :

"Past tense:

Affirmative: had/ d for all persons

-Negative: had not/hadn’t for all persons

Interrogative: had I: ? etc.

- Negative mterrogatlve had I not/hadn 't I? etc.

Other tenses follow the tules for ordinary Verbs

Use to form tenses

‘have is used with the past participle to form the following tenses:
Present perfect: I have worked. T e
~ Past perfect: I had worked. -
Future perfect: I will/shall have worked.
- Perfect 'condmonal T wo

ild/should have w" ked i
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119 have + object + past participle

This construction can be used to express more neatly sentences of tha
type ‘Temployed someone to do something for me': i.e. instead of
saying I employed someone to clean my car we can say I had my car
cleaned, and instead of I got @ man to sweep my chimnevs (‘got’ here -
paid/persuaded etc.), we can say I had my chimneys swept, .

- Note that this order of words, i.e. have + object + past participle,

- must be observed as otherwise the meaning will be changed: He had his

hair cut means he employed someone to do it, but He had cut his hasy _

' means that he cut it himsglf some time before the time of speaking
- (past pe_rfectten_se). o SE R

. When have is used in this way the negative and interrogative of its
- present and past tenses are formed withdo: o
- . Do you have your windows clea
L them cleaned; | clean them myself, .+
. He was talking about h
It can also be used in continuous tenses:
1 can’t ask you to din
- at the moment.

While I was having my hair done the police towed away my car. .
- The house is foo small and he is having a room built on.
- get can be used in the same way as have above but is more colloguial.
 get is also used when we mention the person who performs the action:
- She got lim to dig away the snow. (She paid/persuaded him
to digetc.)™ I -

- '(have with a bare infinitive can be used in the same way, e.g. She had

him dig away the snow, but the get construction is much more usual in-
British English.) ~ - "~ - N ok

The have + object + past participle construction can also be used
colloquially to replace a passive verb, usuall
accident or misfortune: :
- His fruit was stolen before he had a chance to pick it
- can be replaced by A
He had his fruit stolen before he had a chance to pick if, and
Two of his teeth were knocked ouf in the Jfight can be replaced by
He had two of his teeth knocked out. R -
It will be seen that, whereas in A above the subject is the person who
. orders the thing.to be done, here the subject is the person who suffers
~ as a result of the action. The subject could be a thing:

. The houses had their roofs. ripped off by the gale.
- getcanalso replace have here: -~ .
 The cat got her tail singed through sitting too near-the fire. (The
 cat’s tail was singedetc) . T

Y one concerning some

! __léa_ned’e've;ly month? ~ I don’t have .
having central heating put in. Did he have iz - -

S putinintheend?

ner this week as I am having my house painted

i e o R ST S TR TR
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20 _had_better + bare infinitive

'had here is an unreal past; the meaning is present or future:
T had/I'd better ring him at once/lomorrow. (This would be a good
thing to do/the best thing to do.) -
The negative is formed with not after bettes: :
You had better not miss the last bus. (It would be unwise to miss i,
.or 1 advise/warn you not io miss it.) ' I
-~ had here is lusual_ly‘contracted after pronouns and in speech s
- sometimes so unstressed as to be almost inaudible.
‘had better is not normally used in the ordinary interrogative, butis .
sometimes used in the negative interrogative as an advice form:
Hadn’t you beiter ask him first? = o | o
~ . Wouldntitbea good thing to ask him first?,
youhad better is a very useful advice form: : Sl
" You had better fly. (It would be best for you to fly, or I advise
o youtofly.) T N B A
In indirect speech had better with the first or third person remains T
- ‘unchanged; had better with the second person can remain unchangsd =
' or be reported by advise + object + infinitive: SRR
. He said, ‘I'd better hurry’ =
" He said (that) he'd better huriy.
" He said, ‘Ann had better hurry’ =
He said (that) Ann had better hurry.
He said, ‘You'd better hurry’ =
. He suid (that) I'd better hurry ot
He advised me to hurry.

| 121 Thave + object + present participle
A This expression is often used with a period of future time:
I'll have you driving in three days. (As a result of my efforts, you
will be driving in three days.)
Tt can also be used in the past or present: N 7
He had them all dancing. (He taught/persuaded them all to dance.)
[ have them all talking to each other. { encourage/persuade them all
totalk to each other.) ' o o
It can be used in the interrogative:
Will you really have her driving in three days?
but is not often used in the negative.

B If you give all-night parties you'll have the neighbours complaining.
(The neighbours will complain/will be complaining.) o
If film-stars put their numbers in telephone books they’'d have
everyone vinging them up. (Everyone would ring/would be ringing

| themup) R R A

- yow’ll have in the first e

s the idea ‘this will happen to

xample convey
2 ! cample conve

he second example conveys the idea ‘this
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If you don’t put a fence round your garden you'll h
in and stealing your fruit. (People will walk in and
walking in and stealing it, i.e. this will happento y
The construction can be used in the Interrogative and
- When they move that bus stop, you won’t haye beople sitting on yoy,
steps waiting for the bus any more.
This structure is chiefly used for-actions which would be displeasing t,
- the subject of have, as in the above example but it can be used for an
o 'actlon which is not displeasing: -
- When he became Jamous, he kcd
askmg Jor his aurogmph
- When he becarﬂe fczmeus
for his autograph. - _
But I won’t have + ob;ect +
L won 't/don’t allow this’:

ave people walkiy
steal/will be
ou.) '

negative:

present part1c1ple normally means

~Twon’t hcwﬂ iz?m Ssitting dow% ra dzrﬂer in ffm ovefalls I make
o change them. (I won’t/don’t allow him to 81t down tc. )
e This use is restricted to the first person. |

(For have used for obhcatxon see chapter 14 )

_."-_12_2 | have meamng possess’ and sufter (from) pam/ﬂlness/dlsabﬂity’

A Examples:

‘He has a black beard. I have had this car for ten years
Have Y01 got @ headache? ~ Y s, [ have.

- The twins have mumps. -
He has a weak heart.
B F orm
Affirmative, Negatlve I.gtenje-getive _
'Pre_seh_t T have (@ot)or  haven't (g@i‘) or k_et)e A['.(,g'ro{t)?,etc.‘or
. have , don't have  do you have? etc.
Past .~ had

hadn’t (gqt)‘ or - had you (gob)? etc: or
didn ‘t have did you have? etc.

N ote that the negatwe and 1nterrogat1ve can be formed in two ways

| -have is conjugated with do for habitual actlons
EERE R o Doyou ejten have /zeadac/zesr’ No, I don'*.
Lo B -__'”When there is not this idea of ha

| blt ‘the have ndt (got)/have you
B (got) forms are more usual in B

'cotmtnes (notably Amerlca) use the do for
An American might sa

ms here also.

é’

peoble :,roppmg Aim 1/7 z‘ﬂe stwet and -

hw

ritain, whereas other Enghsh speakmo '

peopfe stepbed me n fﬂ? s;reez‘ cmd askea’_ - |

e e o e 7
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where an Englishman would probably say:

Can you help me now? Have you got time?
do forms can therefore be used safely throughout, but students living in
Britain should practise the other forms as well.

got can be added to have/have not/have you etc. as-shown above It
makes no difference to the sense so it is entirely optional, but it is quite
a COmmon adcht!on got, however i8 not added in short answers or -

'question tags:

" Have you got an ice- axe? ~ Yes, I have
“She’s got a nice voice, hasn't she?

I’ve got my ticket.  He's gota ﬂa; in Pimlico.

T he stress falls on got. The 've or ’s is often barely audible. - T
have (affirmative) without got is often not contracted The have or
has must then be aud1b1e ' ' . : SR

3 nave meamng takﬂ (a meal), gwe (a party) etc G
_ have can also be used to mean: '

‘take’ (a meal/food or drink, a bath/a lesson etc. )
‘give’ (a party), ‘entertain’ (guests)

" ‘encounter’ (dlfﬁcultles/trouble)
._-_-__e_xpenence ‘enjoy’, usually with an ad]ectwe e.g good

We have lunch at one.

They are having a pan‘y tomorrow.
Did you have trouble with Customs?
I hope you'll have a good holzday

) have when used as above obeys the rules for ordmary verbs
It is never followed by got. :

Its negative and interrogative are made with do/ d1d

It can be used in the continuous tenses.
We are having breakfast early tomorrow. (near future) ,
She is having twenty people to dinner next Monday. (near future)
I can't answer the telephone; I am having a bath. (present) |
How many English lessons do you have a week? ~ I have six.
You have coffee at eleven, don’t you? (habit)

. Ann has breakfast in bed, but Mary doesn’t. (habit) - .
Will you have some tea/coffee etc.? (This is an invitation. We can
also omit Will you and say Have some tea etc.)

Did you have a good time at the theatre? (Dld you en]oy yourself?)
. Have a good time! (Enjoy yourself!) . .
" I am having a wondeﬁul holiday.
I didn’t have a very good joumey _ : :
- Do you have earthquakes . yow countm? -~ Yes, Imt we don thave :
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do

Form -
Principal parts: do, did, done.

Gerund/present partlcrple domg

.. Present tense:

| Affrmative . Negstve - Interrogative
S ldo o Tdonot/don’t . doI? L
S youdo you do not/don’t L doyou?
 hedoes . he does nof/daesn t . does he?
. shedoes 3she does not/doesn t __"_does shep -
o dtdoes it does nor/doesn E Cdoesit?
o wedo - we do not/don’t - dowe?
: you do '-_--you' do not/don’t CU do you?
they do_'_ AR they do_hoz‘/don’t_ ey 'do they?..

: _Negatwe interrogative: do I nof/don tI ? do you not/don t yau”

B does he not/doesn the’ etc. .

do as an ordmary verb has the afﬁrmatwe shown above But for

negative and interrogative we add the infmitive do to, the. above forms
What does/did she do? (See 126 ) : ‘

- Past tense:

- Affirmative: did for a]l persons
- Negative: did not/didn’t for all persons

i Interrogatlve did he? étc.

Negative mterrogatlve did he not/didn z‘he? etc

“dois foﬂowed by the bare mﬁmtwe

L don’t know ’ Dzd you see zt? ; He.do_as_n;t__like me 7-
do used as an auxrhary

do is used to form the negatrve and 1nterrogat1ve of the present srmple

~-and past snnple tenses of ordmary verbs (see 103- 5)

He doesn’t work. . He didn’t work. ~ .
Does he work? - - Did he worizp '

It is pos31ble to use do/drd + mﬁmtlve in' the afﬁrmatwe also when we

wish to add spemal emphas1s It is’ chreﬂy used When another speaker |

| - has expressed doubt about the actlon referred to:

~You dzdn tsee hzm ~'1'did see him: (The dzd is strongiy stressed -

in speech ‘This is more emphatrc than'_the normal 1 saw hzm )
5 ou didn’t exec 0. g0, -

L e g e at 0h
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, AIn short am:eements and disagreements (see 109):

Tom talks too much. ~ Yes, he does/No; he doesn 1.
He didn't go. ~ No, he didn’t/Oh yes, he did.
In additions (see 112):

He likes concerts and so do we. (N ote inversion.)
He lives here bui I don't. He doesn tdrwe bu_f I do.

In questlon tags (see also 110):

He lwes here doesn z,‘hep : He dzdn t see you did he? L

: 'do 1S used n shon answers to aV01d repe‘utzon of the main verb: _

Do you smoke? Yes, I do (not Yes, I s:mo,zep}/No Tdon't. g
~Did you see him? ~ Yes, Idzd/No Id?an L. (See 108 ) . SRR

”'_Smular yin compansons (see. 2?) He dme.s faster Man I do |

:do 5, 1mperat1ve makes a request or m\utatlon more perauaswe :_' o
Do come with us. (more persuasive than Come wtth us )
Do work a sz;le Iaardey . Do help me, please '

_It can smﬂa"ly be used as an appm"mg or enc:ou:oagmj auu‘mauve

“answer to someone asking for approval of, or per‘mssmn to do some

o actlon Shall I write £0 hzm?‘ ~ Yes do or Do alone

126

i _to do with (in

do used as an ordmaryf’verb

do like have, can be used as an ordmary verb. It then forms its
negative and interrogative in the simple present and past with do/ dld

I do not do do you do? don’t you do?
' he does not do does he do?  doesn’t he do?
I did not do did he do? didn’t he do? etc.

It can be used in the continuous forms or simple forms:
What are you doing (now)? ~ I'm doing my homework
What's he doing tomorrow? (near future)
What does he do in the evenings? (habit)
Why did you do it? ~ I did it because I was angry.
How do you do? is said by both parties after an introduction: ¢
HOSTESS: My Day, may I introduce My Davis? My Dauvis, My Day.
Both men say How do you do? Originally this was an enquiry about the
other person’s health. Now it is merely a formal greeting. '

Some examples of other uses of do:

He doesn’t do what he’s told. (doesn't’ obey orders)

What do you do for a living? ~ I'm an artist.

How’s the new boy doing? (getting on)

I haven’t got a torch. Will a candle do? (= be sultable/adequate)
A candle won tdo I m lookmg for a gas leak (A candle would be '
. unsuitable.) EO 5

- Would £10 do?’ (= be adequate) No it wouldn t I nﬂed £20

'mfuutlve only) can tnean ‘concern’: Tt is chieﬂy used A
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