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Abstract

Political Geography is a scientific field, which deals with the studies of
any country, its political phenomena and analysing it from spatial aspects. Since
the election is one of these political phenomena, political geography tends to
investigate and analyze the elections through the subfield of Geography of
Elections. This subfield has been growing and developing since the end of

World War II until now to draw the specialists’ attention.

Due to the importance of elections subject and the necessity of finding a
geographic interpretation for the disparity and the change in electoral behaviour
of qualified voter. The researcher chose this topic (The Elections of Diyala
Governorate Council: A Comparative and Geographic Study between Two
Rounds of Elections (2005-2009), and focuses on the spatial organization of
these two elections, particularly the distribution of registered voters, poll centres
and candidates themselves. The researcher used scientific methods to scrutinize
in Geography of Elections and utilized many statistic tools, drawing on data
issued by The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC, henceforth)
in Iraq and its office in Diyala. The aim is to identify the impact of both
physical and human geographical factors on the voter’s behaviour and
subsequently on the poll results in research area.

After the events of April 2003, Iraq faced significant turn in its political
past. The first free and comprehensive elections of Iragi governorate councils
took place at 30" of January 2005, when 7,900,080 voters out of 14,208,713
voters registered by IHEC, participated in this elections across lIraq, and 5182
polling centres were prepared and variably distributed in all Iragi governorates
by IHEC.

In the research area (Diayla ),members of governorate council were elected
in first elections of 30" of January 2005 , and Proportional representation with
closed list system was applied , which in turn exacerbated the ethnic and
sectarian alignments among the political entities and blocks, which competed
with each other in elections. About 210574 out of 634242 registered voters by



IHEC took part in elections. That is 33.2 % of participation percentage and 257
polling centres were opened for voters and 41 chairs were allocated to the
governorate council in 2005 electoral round. The results of 2005 elections
demonstrated that three political entities and blocks won the council chairs as
the following: the electoral list of United Diyala Coalition won 20 chairs;
Islamic Party got 14 chairs, while Kurdish Coalition won 7 chairs out of the
whole number of the allocated council chairs. The demographic, sectarian and
ethnic structure plays a considerable role in affecting the results of this election.
The voter’s choice was based according to his/her sectarian (religious), national
and ethnic background, consequently this election resulted in an ethnic map to

the research area.

While in the second provincial elections of Diyala in 31/1/2009, the
number of allocated chairs for the governorate council was 29, when 430407
voters out of 798202 voters registered by IHEC participated in this elections,
that is 53.9% of participation percentage and 348 polling centres were opened
for voters. In this elections, seven political blocks won the allocated chairs
variably as follows: Iragi Accordance Front won 9 chairs, Iragi National Project
List won 6 chairs, the Kurdish Coalition got 6 chairs, Iragiya National List won
3 chairs while both the Rule of Law Coalition and The National Coalition of
Diyala won two chairs of the council , and finally National Reform Movement
led by Dr. Al-Jaffari won only one chair. Proportional Representation with
opened list system was adopted in this round of elections, which in turn gives

greater freedom to voters in voting for specific electoral list and its candidate.

The map of political coalitions has changed due to divisions and cracks
experienced by some electoral lists and the creation of new allies and coalitions
as well as an active participation of secular electoral lists in this elections ,
which basically won many votes after being affected by religious factor. The

Geographical factors including (physical, demographic, political, social, cultural



and economical factors) play a considerable role in variation of these two
elections’ results among the local administrative units, as a result of ethnic and
sectarian diversity in Diyala province as well as the strong competition among

electoral lists, which participated in this elections.

To sum up, it is important to refer to Layman’s statement , an American
writer, who describes elections as ““ a revolution in old times , election is just
like a disguised revolution, in which the ballot paper are used instead of rifle’s

bullets”.
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