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ABSTRACT

The present study tackles the linguistic efforts in the field of
morphology of one of the great Arab scholars, Abul-Baga’
Abdullah Ibn-ul Hussein Al-Ukbari(d. 606 H), who excelled in
many fields of knowledge and became one of the most
prominent figures of his times.

The study falls into an Introduction, four chapters and a
Conclusion.The Introduction surveys the writings in the field of
morphology before Al-Ukbari. Nothing about the life of our
scholar is mentioned in the Introduction, since researchers have
left us virtually nothing to say in this respect.

Chapter One discusses the method or approach followed by
Abul Baga’ in his morphological studies and the resources he
derived his knowledge from. The chapter includes two sections.
The first reviews the ways he followed in presenting his
morphological material, and the second is a survey of his
resources, whether they are the scholars before him whom he
studied or the books he consulted.

Chapter Two, which is entitled “Morphological Evidence
and Causes” consists of four sections. These sections deal with
such points as heard evidence, following the standard rules of
the language, causes of certain morphological phenomena and
the consistency.

The third chapter is dedicated to discussing the
morphological issues about which Al-Ukbari had a certain
attitude and expressed very clear opinions. The chapter
discusses his arguments pro and con with reference to the
morphological scale nominal forms, infinitives, inversion, verb
forms and others.
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Chapter Four gives an account of Al-Ukbari’s career. It
includes five sections which deal with the following issues
respectively: Al-Ukbari’s characteristic opinions; his attitude
towards some controversial matters upon which Basra
grammarians differed with those of Kufa; his wide knowledge
and argumentative power; the influence on him of earlier
scholars and his own influence on the ones who followed him;
lastly, Al-Ukbari’s shortcomings.

The Conclusion sums up the findings of the study, which can be
stated very briefly as follows:
Al-Ukbari was one of the greatest and most versatile

scholars of his time and was highly talented in many fields of

knowledge, despite his blindness. He was well-versed in
linguistics, grammar, morphology, and prosody, as well as in
theology.

The resources of knowledge Abul Baqga’ derived from

.were varied and they included the most knowledgeable

scholars of his age and the best books and writings of the
time.
Al-Ukbari followed a variety of methods in presenting

his morphological material, such as division, argumentation,

deduction, repetition, multiple definitions, and his interest in
logical reasoning and controversial matters.
Al-Ukbari’s morphological evidence consisted of heard

evidence, following the standard rules of the language and

consistency. His heard evidence included material from the
Holy Qur’an, Holy Hadis and Arabic poetry and prose.
Al-Ukbari had several opinions in which he differed

sharply from other morphologists.

Al-Ukbari was a Basri morphologist. He followed the

Basra scholars in most of the morphological issues he

discussed. However, he was considerably independent and
free in expressing a variety of opinions. He was greatly
influenced by such outstanding figures as Seebawayh, Al-
Kisa’ee, Al-Farra’, Al-Akhfash, Al-Mazini, Al-Mubarrid,
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2 Ibn Al-Sarraj, Abu Ali Al-Farisi, Ibn Jinni, 1bn Al-Khashab,
X Al-Zamakhshari and others.

2 7. Al-Ukbari possessed a great argumentative skill as well as
‘;_, a great persuasive power. This is obviously shown in most of
R his writings where he strongly argues for and astutely defends
Se his opinions on certain morphological issues.

SZA . . . . .
ox 8.  Al-Ukbari’s writings display several minor shortcomings
oX such as his confusion in presenting his material, his
z occasional methodological inconsistency. He sometimes
}2 contradicts himself in discussing even a single issue, about
é—; which we can find an excuse for him in his blindness and in
2% the fact that he dictated his writings to scribners.
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