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Abstract

There is an educational phenomenon that can not be ignored.
This is represented by the recognizing many pupils in the elementary
schools whom they can not read very well especially in loud reading.
In addition to that it is noticed that those pupils in all primary stages
are unable to start and continue their reading. Thus they try to avoid
it by a way or another. It is also noticed that those pupils are unable
to perceive the situations that end with certain meaning and unable
to imagine such meanings during their reading. Thus they are
incapable to modify their pronunciation by clarifying the letters and
expelling them from their correct outlet. Besides, they may face
some sensitive excitement during their loud reading. They are also
unable to divide their readings into sentences and unable to control
words grammatically and morphologically. Moreover, their readings
are slow.

The researcher noticed that studies agreed upon the fact that
the pupils in various educational stages have a weakness in loud
reading skills.

Thus the researcher finds that it is necessary to conduct a study
to deal with assessment of the performance of sixth primary class in
loud reading. Such a study is necessary to find out objecting the
committed errors of the pupils in their loud readings.

Value of the Study:

Language is considered as a means of communication between
the individuals which helps them in their life. In addition, it is
regarded as a means of thought.

Arabic language is regarded as a sacred language since it is a
language of inspiration and it has the ability to comply with the
scientific progress. Arabic nation should seriously participate in
building and developing its language.

The researcher has chosen the skill of reading since it is an
important one and can be regarded as the main aim of teaching
Arabic language. Therefore, it is given an important care and
emphasis.

However, as it advances society, individual needs reading in
all stages of his life since it satisfies his curiosity and his experience.
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Therefore, reading has an effective role in any society since it
develops that society and connects between its individuals through
different media such as books, newspapers, etc.

Anyhow, whatever different subjects and various goals, dose it
have reading can be restricted into two types: loud and silence
reading.

Loud reading is the only means that can discover and test the
shortcoming of the pupils during the reading. It is also regarded as
one of the means that can delight both readers and hearer.

In spite of the importance of loud reading, some teachers may
deny its importance and believe that it is merely a waste of time and
effort.

Therefore, such an assessment is regarded as one of the main
points that can be adopted in assessing the performance of the
pupils.

As a result to what has been mentioned, it is important to
assess the performance of pupils precisely and continuously in order
to diagnose the points of strength and weakness in their
performance. Then the points of strength should be supported
whereas the points of weakness are going to be avoided.

Aims of the study:

The research aims at assessing the performance of the sixth
primary class in loud reading in the light of the essential skills of
performance. This can be achieved through responding to the
following questions:

1. What are the reading skills that should be acquired by the
pupils of the sixth primary class in their loud reading?

2. What is the level of performance of the pupils of the sixth
primary class in loud reading in the light of the lists of skills
that will be prepared by the researcher?

Limits of the study:
1. Loud reading.
2. Skills of loud reading (physical).
3. A sample of elementary schools of boys in Babylon
Government.
4. A sample of pupils in the sixth primary class in school-year
2002-2003.
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Procedures of the Researcher:

The number of elementary and daily boy schools in Babylon
Government in the school-year 2002-2003 arrives at 378 schools.
The researcher has randomly chosen nineteen schools from the
whole number of schools. This rate of schools forms 5% percent
from the total number of schools.

Concerning the community of the pupils of sixth primary class
in these schools, the number of the pupils arrives at 12787. The
researcher has randomly chosen ten pupils from each schools of the
sample of the research. Thus the whole number of pupils that are
involved in the research has arrived at 190.

Means of the Research:

The research has prepared a list of reading skills which are
necessary to the performance of the pupils of sixth primary class in
loud reading. When designing these skills, the researcher depends on
some procedures such as asking an open question to a sample of
specialists in Arabic language and its methods of teaching as well as
some teachers of Arabic language and educational supervisors. The
other step is to be acquainted with some literary studies that have a
close relationship with this subject.

Through the above procedures, the researcher has collected 23
skills which are offered in a closed inquiry to the top of experts in
order to decide to what extent these skills are valid and suitable in
assessing the performance of the pupils in loud reading.

In the light of the above-mentioned procedures, twenty skills
have been determined. The means of the research involves a noticing
application which includes the skills of loud reading that have been
determined previously. The researcher has arrived at their apparent
validity by offering them to the selected arbitrators.

In order to avoid the subjectivity of observer's estimate about
the performance of the pupils, the researcher has described different
levels of performance for each skill. Such a description is offered to
the selected judges who agree upon it and its arrangement with some
modifications.

The nature of the present research requires an existence of a
reading passage. Therefore, the researcher has chosen two passages
which are "Mubark Al-Nasseia” and "Sad Ma'are b". These two
passages were shown to a committee of judges to choose one of
them. Thus they agreed upon the second passage.
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The researcher has applied the noticing application by himself
with the aid of a recorder in order to get a precise evaluation. After
finishing the practical part of the research, the researcher has used
some statistical means and analyzes the results.

The Result of the Research:

1. Generally speaking, it is noticed that the performance of the
pupils of the sixth primary class in loud reading is lesser than
the minimum of the required standard.

2. The achieved skills have arrived at four skills which form a
percentage of 20% from the total number of skills in the
noticing application. Concerning the unachieved skills, they
have arrived at sixteen skills which form a percentage of 80%
from the total number of skills, i.e., skills of loud reading, in
the noticing application.

Recommendations:

1. Teachers are recommended to adopt the skills that are
specified in this study in order to evaluate the performance of
the pupils in loud reading.

2. Teachers of primary stages are also recommended to give this
type of loud reading its importance and necessity.
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