ABSTRACT

The present research aims at investigating the effect of using
concept maps on the acquisition of fifth primary classes pupils for some
geographical skills.

To achieve the purpose of the research, there are six hypotheses to
be tested. The society of the research, the researcher intentionally chosen
two primary schools the first one (Abi Tamam) Primary School for girls
with one of its classes (class B) as the experimental group studies using
concept maps and the number of students was (28). The other school (Al
Ghazali) Primary School for girls with one of its classes (class B) also to
be control group that was taught traditionally (the usual lecture way). The
number of that group also was (28) students. After excluding failure
students from both classes, the total number of the sample was (56)
students.

The researcher made equivalence between the two groups in the
following intervals: the general grade of pupils for fourth primary class
for the academic year 2004, time age of the students measured by months,
level intelligence, academic level of the pupils fathers, and the academic
level of the pupils mothers. Statistical treatment of data showed no
statistical significant difference between the two groups which means
equivalence is achieved to those groups.

Due to the lack of a ready made instrument to measure
geographical skills, the researcher made her own tool, using geographical
skills define by Shukrallah (1980). Thus, five geographical skills were
chosen, questions measuring such skills were defined, consisting of (41)
items chosen from a multiple kind of questions, the researcher also made
the relevant concept maps, and teaching plans of the subject for both
groups. Then the tool was shown on a group of referees to find validity as
for stability, it was calculated by using Kodor — Richardson formula (20)
and reached 90%.



The experiment began at the beginning of the academic year 2003

and the researcher taught both groups from 4/11/2003 until 11/1/2004.

The following statistical methods were used:

1. T — test and gai square to know the significance of differences in

equivalence between both groups.

2. Koder — Richardson formula (20) to measure stability of the tool.
3. Hardness and distinction power of items.

The results showed the following:
. A statistical significant difference is found between the average of
pupils who studied geography using concept maps and the pupils used
the traditional was in general geographical skills.
. A statistical significant difference is found between the average of
pupils grades who studied geography using concept maps and the
pupils grades studied the traditional way regarding the skill of finding
geographical location.
. There is a statistical significant differences between the averages of
grades of pupils using concept maps and pupils using traditional was
in defining geographical location.
. There are statistical significant differences between the grades of
pupils using concept maps and the pupils using the traditional way in
defining the colour skills.
. Statistical significant differences is established between pupils using
concept maps and the pupils using traditional was in the skill of
understanding natural phenomena.
. Finally, a statistical significant difference is found between the
averages of pupils using concept maps and the pupils using traditional
was regarding the skill of understanding demography.

Given what is mentioned above, the researcher made a groups of

recommendations to enlist only few here:

1. Asserting using concept maps in teaching geography.

2. Train teachers how to use concept maps in teaching geography for

primary stage.
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