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ABSTRACT

It is impossible for education to achieve its aims without
language becausc it is the basis of knowledge, instrument of thought,
and medium ol expression. So, it has been one of the cducators’
priorities being one of the most important traits that Allah(be Hc exalted
and glorious) has favoured human beings with.

Kurdish is regarded one of the Indo-Europcan and live
developing languages that have a deep-rooted history and linguistic
characteristics. The French orientalist Paul Pedar wrote the following
about Kurdish: “Kurdish is one of the useful, simple, {luent, melodious
and vocabulary-rich languages. Its learning is easy. It is a magic and
poctic language, and the majority of its poets’poems are reflection of
their [ascinating nature”.

Scveral field studies and experimental rescarches have indicated
that there are difficulties and problems tha-l face teaching Kurdish for
non-native speakers.This can be attributed to a number of reasons some
of which concern the poor cognizance of some teachers of Kurdish of
modern approaches, their poor preparation and qualification, and their
adoption of traditional tcaching methods; while other causcs concern the
prescribed syllabus which is neither based on scientific bases nor put in
the light of predetermined objectives for teaching and Icarning Kurdish
for non-native speakers.

Hence, the problem of the present research manifests itself in the
nced for conducting experimental rescarches to apply modern teaching
approaches and methods in teaching Kurdish for non-native speakers.

Due to the importance of the cooperative learning approach and its



impact on improving the pupils’ achievement level because it makes the
pupil the centre of the instructional process, the rescarcher tries to
cxperiment with this approach for the hope of contributing in the
facilitation of the tecaching and learning of the subject-matter of Modern
Kurdish Reader.

Aim of the Study:

The present research aims at investigating the cffcct of using the

cooperative learning approach on the fourth preparatory female graders’

achievement and retention of Kurdish .

Procedures of the Study:

To achicve the aim of the study the researcher sclected a partial-
control experimental design (an experimental group and a control onc)
because there is onc independent variable. She intentionally chosc Al-
Khulood Secondary School for Girls to be the ficld for applying her
experiment. Also, she randomly sclected two out of four scetions (A, B,
C, and D) with 52 pupils: section A with 25 pupils represented the
experimental group whom the researcher taught by the cooperative
learning approach, and section B with 25 pupils represented the control
group whom she taught by the traditional (inductive) method alier
excluding two repeaters. The researcher equalized the two groups in age,
parents’ educational level, midyear marks in the subject-matter of
modern Kurdish reader, and intclligence level.

After deciding the academic material which included six topics of

Modern Kurdish Reader prescribed for fourth preparatory graders, the



researcher formulated 114 behavioural objectives for the topics and, in
the light of these objectives, she prepared worksheets and lesson plans
for the topics intended to be taught in the experiment. She exposed these
plans and worksheets with the behavioural objectives to a jury of experts
and specialists to ascertain the validity of their items.The researcher also-
designed an achievement posttest (written and oral) which consists of
100 items (70 written and 30 oral) exposed to a jury of experts to ensure
its validity.Then she calculated the difficulty indices and discriminatory
power and found out the reliability coefficient using the split-half
method on a representative pilot study. After the statistical manipulation
of data using Pearson correlation coefficient and Spearman-Brown
formula, the reliability coefficient of the written test is found to be 0.82.
Concerning the reliability of the oral test it is found out by calculating
the correlation coefficient between the scores of two scorers for the
same test and at the same time using Pearson correlation coefficient
which is 0.74.

The experiment lasted eleven weeks from the 21 of February,

2004 till the 3™ of May, 2004,

Results of the Study:

After using t-test in the statistical manipulation of data the

following findings are arrived at in this study:

1. The experimental group taught by the cooperative learning approach
is superior to the control group taught by the traditional (inductive)
method in the written achievement posttest, thus rejecting the first

null hypothesis.
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2. There is no statistically significant difference at 0.05 level between
the achievement mean score of the experimental group pupils taught
by the cooperative learning approach and that of the control group
pupils taught by the traditional method in the oral achievement
posttest, thus accepting the second null hypothesis. -

3. The experimental group taught by the cooperative learning approach
is superior to the control group taught by the traditional method in the
written retention test.

4. There is no statistically significant difference at 0.05 level between
the achicvement mean score of the experimental group pupils taught
by the cooperative learning approach and that of the control group
pupils taught by the traditional method in the oral retention test, thus

accepting the fourth null hypothesis.

In the light of the study findings the researcher has
recommended the adoption of the cooperative learning approach in
teaching the subject-matter of Modern Kurdish Reader and acquainting

male and female teachers of Kurdish with it.

As an extension and continuation of the present research the
researcher has suggested conducting similar further studies on both

sexes, and comparing this approach with the effect of other approaches.



