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Abstract

The current research aims at constructing an educational program for
changing the locus of control from external (outer) to internal (inner) at the
students of the preparatory stage and to know its impact on the locus of control
in the individuals of the experimental group as well as knowing the statistical
differences upon it according to the given variables : sex, branch of study
(scientific/literal), the level of intelligence and level of achievement. For the aim
of gaining the research aims the researcher has made six null hypotheses.

Moreover the current research has been limited to the students of the
preparatory stage in its branches scientific and literal in Ninevah City during the
academic year 2002/2003 and 2003/2004. According to the aims of the research
the sample for the study has been chosen for constructing and applying the scale
of the locus of control randomly from among (12) secondary and preparatory
school and the sample has consisted of (291) students (males/females) who have
been distributed in terms of the two variables : branch and sex.

Furthermore the researcher has chosen AL-Yarmuk secondary school for
boys and AL-Yaqgdha preparatory school for girls purposely for application of
the program. Hence the researcher applied the scale of locus of control on the
students as a whole i.e. the students in fifth stage of the preparatory school in
both branches scientific and literal. Then he
(i.e. the researcher) has limited the students of the high scores in the locus of
control scale and those who have been deviated from the mean at one positive
range of degree and have achieved (24) and above. Their number was (38)
males and (34) females. The style of random evenly distribution has been used
by the researcher and distributed the individuals randomly on two groups
(control & experimental) (36) students (boys and girls) in each group and he has
made the individuals in both groups equivalent in the variables that are related
to the aims of the research and they are considered the level of the performance
of the individuals in both groups to the locus of control scale, level of their
achievement in the previous year, degree of intelligence and age accounted by
months. Besides the random control group design of the pretest and posttest has
been used for controlling the effective elements in the experiment except the
independent variable i.e. the educational program.

One the part of the tools of the research the researcher has been directed to
constructing a scale of locus of control after being observed the theoretical
studies of this subject. Moreover the scales that have been put for measuring this
variable have been observed by the researcher as well as individual and group
meetings with the students of the preparatory stage in both branches scientific
and literal that have contained discussion about the reasons behind the success
and failure in the individual's life.

The researcher has formulated (56) items of yes/no question and he has
presented them to a panel of experts who are specialized in education and
psychology for the aim of investigating its familiarity. According to the experts'
options (9) items have been omitted and (5) items have been modulated. Besides
the first application has been done on a random sample (60) students
(males/females) in the fifth stage (scientific & literal). The result of the first
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application has shown its familiarity and clarity (in the whole items) in the
instructions of students’ response. The undistinguished items have been
excluded for the aim of the statistical analysis.

Moreover the validity and reliability of the scale requirement have let the
researcher choose the sample randomly form the society of the whole students in
the fifth stage (scientific and literal branches) therefore (5) items have been
dropped and the number of the scale items has become (39) and the results of
the application have shown the mean (17.22) with standard deviation (9.936)
and no statistical difference has been found between the mean scores of the
males and the mean scores of females to the scale of locus of control.

The validity factor has been found by the face and constructive types
through the distinguishable force of the items and the relation of the degree of
the item with the total degree. The reliability factor has been (0.721) by
following the test-retest method and (0.821) by following the analysis of
difference method. .

The third tool has been is the educational program and for the purpose of
its construction the researcher has observed many programs in psychology,
education and counseling which aims at developing the abilities, techniques,
attitudes and behaviour modulation as well as traits. The program has been
consisted of three factors. The first, the behavioural situations. Second, the
questions and discussions that are evaluated to the impact of the program that
enables the researcher to figure a primary form about the extent of the students
interaction and their acceptance to it. The program has contained (14) sittings
that have been presented to a panel of experts who are specialized in education
and psychology. Most of the experts have agreed to its familiarity for gaining
its purpose after operational modulations that are suggested by them. Then the
program has been applied to the individuals of the experimental group during
the first academic year 2003/2004. After finishing the carrying out of the
educational program the researcher has applied the locus of control scale for
investigating the research hypotheses.

Furthermore the researcher has used the t-test and difference analysis
besides Sheffe method to get the results that have been shown the activity of the
educational program in this research for gaining the change of locus of control
from outer to inner at the individuals of the experimental group. Moreover the
sex variable (males/females) and the branch of study variable (literal / scientific)
and the level of achievement in terms of the current research have no role in
impact difference that the program have made to the variable of the locus of
control at the individuals of the experimental group. Besides the intelligence
variable has been vital factor in difference of the impact of the educational
program to the variable of the locus of control at the individuals of the
experimental group. Thus the individuals of the high level in intelligence have
had acceptance to change their incorrect concrete and modulating them better
than that in the students of low intelligence therefore the change of locus of
control from outer to inner was greater at the students of high intelligence than
the students of the low intelligence.
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In the light of the results arrived at the researcher has recommended the
benefit of the educational program of the current study in changing the locus of
control from outer to inner in the students by the educational counselors in the
intermediate, secondary and preparatory schools. Moreover it takes the
importance of researchers who deal with the locus of control by condensing (i.e.
increasing) the psychological programs to the individuals whose intelligence is
not as equivalent if compared with others. The researcher has also recommended
to the significance of the role of the educationalists' role in the educational
institutions in the sittings of parents to direct them continuously towards the
students for changing the concepts namely: (fate, luck, chance, others
control)and its limited affect on the reinforcements they get.

Finally the researcher has suggest doing studies for investigating the
impact of the educational program (that has been presented in the current study)
in changing the locus of control from outer to inner at the students in other
stages of study and its impact on irrational ideas (thoughts) and magic thinking
and cognitive traits on the students.



