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ABSTRACT

Through the researcher’s survey of the literature and studies that
have dealt with teaching methods and especially methods of teaching
languages, he has found that most authors and researchers criticize the
traditional teaching methods that teachers use in teaching the various

subject-matters of languages, particularly*methods of teaching Kurdish.

The researcher has also found that most of the methods
followed in teaching Kurdish are based on dictation and memorization,
with slight explanation; i.e. they are within the lower levels of scientific
thinking concerned with “recall, comprehension, application, analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation”. In addition, they entirely depend on the
teacher as the main source for presénting information to the students
who are mostly in the passive position of reception, learning by heart

and writing what is memorized in the exam.

Although the diversity of teaching methods has proved its

effectiveness in teaching and enabling most students to master the

subject-matter, and this is assured by most studies conducted in this
field, the subject-matter of Kurdish Alphabet has not received adequate
attention in teaching. Through the researcher’s survey of the literature
and studies that have dealt with teaching Kurdish for non-native
speakers in secondary and preparatory schools and teacher training
institutes he has noticed that most students suffer from a general
weakness in learning Kurdish. Without remedy this material remains

useless in promoting the inefficient students to the level of mastery.




Hence, the researcher in his present study aims at investigating
the effect of the translation and direct teaching methods on the
achievement of teacher training institute students in the subject-matter

of Kurdish Alphabet and their attitudes towards it.

To achieve the aim of the study the researcher selected an

experimental design of two experimental groups. He intentionally chose
the Teacher Training Institute for Men (Al-Risafa I) in Baghdad for the
experiment purposes. The main study sampic consisted of 188 students
distributed among the five sections in the Institute. By random selection
Section C was randomly chosen to represent the first experimental group
that would be taught Kurdish Alphabet by the translation method, and
Section B to represent the second experimental group that would be
taught Kurdish Alphabet by the direct method. The total number of
students in the two sections is 75: 37 students in Section C and 38
students in Section B. After excluding three repeaters the number of the
final sample members becomes 72 students: 36 in the first group and 36

in the second group.

The two groups’ students were statistically equalized using chi-

square in the variables of age, parents’ educational level, and

six topics of Kurdish Alphabet textbook prescribed for first graders in




In order to measure the achievement of the two research
groups’ students in the topics of Kurdish Alphabet which the researcher
himself taught, he designed an achievement test characterized by
validity, reliability and objectivity and administered it to the research
sample at the end of the experiment that lasted one academic term. Then
he administered the scale of attitudes loyvards the Kurdish Alphabet

subject-matter which he himself prepared and ascertained its validity,

reliability and objectivity to the students of the first and second

experimental groups.

The researcher used the following statistical tools in his study:
t-test for two independent samples, chi-square formula, difficulty
coefficient formula, discriminatory power formula, distractors
effectiveness formula, Pearson correlation coefficient, Spearman-Brown

correction formula, and Alpha Cronbach formula.

I. There are statistically significant differences at 0.05 level between the




In the light of the study findings the researcher has
recommended increasing the school periods for the Kurdish Alphabet
subject-matter, and reconsidering the procedures followed in
examinations in a way that reveals the students’ ability to practice the
four language skills( listening, speaking, reading, and writing). The
teacher should also be able to translate Ehc purposes and aims of

teaching. The researcher has suggested conducting further studies

similar to the present study in other academic stages and grades and

other subject-matters such as conversation and reading.







