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Abstract

Contemporary civilization is highly complicated. This is due to the speed of
change, the rising of the population, knowledge and technology and the
development in different aspects of life including the educational process. Thus,
the educational system should not be based on scientific formation, which aims at
preparing students to a certain specific profession, but to make students more
adapted with different responsibilities and be able to create. This in fact what
makes education a developmental process in essence, which plays a vital role in
society through translating its values into concepts, attitudes and skills to have
individuals capable of creating new things.

In order to fulfil its aims and know the changes that have taken place to the
students’ behaviour, education needs evaluation. In fact, evaluation is a
methodological process closely associated with education and an essential part of
it that helps in directing and improving its output. Evaluation has certain
characteristics such as: being comprehensive, objective, and continuos.
Examinations are regarded one of the most common evaluative tools which
attract the attention of professionals in the field as well as parents. Examinations
are considered a systematic method to specify how students have certain features.
It also reveals the students’ capabilities and how much the educational objectives
have been achieved and the outcome of the whole educational process.
Examinations are also regarded as feedback for the teacher, on the one hand, to
know the fruit of his efforts in the light of which he can modify his plans, and to
the student, on the other hand, to know their level and how much they have
improved.

The present thesis attempts to study one of the most important tools in the
measurement and evaluation of the students’ achievement, i.e., questions of the
central examinations for the history books in Colleges of Education. The research
aims at studying this experiment and determines the degree of the suitability of the
questions to the educational content and how they match the criteria of good
questions and the students’ levels. In addition, the research provides
recommendations and suggestions that may help improving the questions of
central examinations for the history books in Colleges of Education to fulfil the
educational objectives.
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1.
2.

Objectives of the research

The present research aims at analyzing the questions of central
examinations for the history books in Colleges of Education in accordance with
some criteria of good questions, such as:

The criterion of the cognitive domain (Bloom Taxonomy).
The criterion of the number of responses

The criterion of comprehensiveness.

The criterion of validity.

The criterion of thinking provoking.

The criterion of independence.

The criterion of non-suggestive responses.

The criterion of aesthetic aspects .

L imitations of the research

The research is limited to the following:

Colleges of Education in Irag.

The first, second, third and fourth stages that have been submitted to the
questions of central examinations.

Research Procedures

The sample of the research includes (104) questions and items for all the
books that have been included in the questions of central examinations during the
academic years (1997-2000).

The researcher has provided her analysis in accordance with criteria (the
cognitive domain in Bloom Taxonomy, the numbers of responses,
comprehensiveness , validity, thinking provoking , independence, non-suggestive
responses and aesthetic aspects). The researcher has also used the descriptive
approach in methodology, which is considered one of the most common
approaches used. The books were analyzed for their content and size and on the
basis of area unit. Then, the content of each book was read with a review to its
topics consulting the teacher and reading each examination question very well and



recognizing an appropriate response for it. Thus, the researcher in this way would
have a clear picture about the cognitive level that is to be measured.

The examination questions have been analyzed according to the criteria
adopted by the research. Analysis reliability factor has been found out in two
ways: the first is to see how the researcher has agreed with herself, and the second
Is the agreement between jury members working independently.

Chi square has been used to find out the difference between the observed and the
expected questions, Cooper equation has been used to find out analysis reliability
as an statistical means.

Research Findings

The research has come up with the following results:

1. Examination questions for all the books were within the cognitive domain
in Bloom Taxonomy. The percentage of knowledge for all the subjects was
between 53,85% to 84,62%, while the percentage of the comprehension,
analysis, synthesis and evaluation of the questions was between 5,88% to
53,71%. The percentage of application question was 0%. No question was
included about the affective and the psychomotor domains.

2. The questions for all the books were of essay-type. The percentage of the
open-essay questions between 64,71% to 92,31% which is a higher percentage
in comparison with the restricted essay type that has a percentage between
7,69% to 35,29%.

No objective question was used within the examination questions.

3. The percentage of comprehensiveness of examination questions for any
of the books was not good. It has a very low percentage between 14,78% to
25,37% which is considered very low if compared with the hypothesized cut-
off in the present research which is 80%.

4. The content validity factor was for most of the books low while the
validity factor of cognitive objectives for all the books was also low.

5. The percentage of direct questions for all the books was higher than the
percentage of indirect questions.

6. The percentage of independent questions for all the books was higher
than the percentage of dependent questions.



7. The percentage of non-suggestive- response questions for all the books
was higher than the percentage of suggestive-response questions.

8. Most of the questions were neatly printed and there were no printing or
spelling mistakes.

Recommendations

The researcher has recommended the following:

1. It is necessary to recognize criteria and characteristics for the good
questions that will serve as a guide to those who make the questions in central
examinations

2. It is necessary to specify the educational objectives, and the behavioral
ones for each of the history books in Colleges of Education.
3. It is important to pay attention to the cognitive, affective, and

psychomotor domains in Bloom Taxonomy and create a balance between the
six levels in the above taxonomy.

Suggestions

The researcher has suggested the following:

1. To conduct analytic-evaluative studies for the questions of the central
examinations of all the books in the universities of the county.
2. To conduct analytic-evaluative studies for the questions prepared by the

teachers themselves in the universities of the country.
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