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Summary of the thesis

Entitled
Social Though of Al-Ghazali

(An Analytical Investigation in Comparative Social Thought)

Such a theoretical investigation aims at highlighting the social
thought of Al-Ghazali who is one of the most outstanding thinkers
in the Arab and Moslem World. The investigation deliberates to
procure two major objectives, one of them is to objectify the
eminent scientific and intellectual contributions that Al-Ghazali
have made in the fields of social educational and political thought,
constructions which did not only serve the development of
scientific methodology and thinking in the Arab world, but served
the development of science, arts and politics in the entire world as
well.

The other objective of the study is to show the role of Arab
scientists and thinkers in developing studies, Al-Ghazali
undoubtedly, is one of these grand Arab scientists and thinkers,
who rose in the medieval period to pave the bath in so many
scientific specialisms for other scientists and men of letters in
other countries. In fact Al-Ghazali was pioneer not only in
religious, theological and legal studies, but was a pioneer in
sociological and educational studies as well. He studied the nature
of man thoroughly and derived from it in a logical fashion the

nature of social classes and the nature of society as well.




Also, Al-Ghazali was an expert in the field of education and
socialization of children according to Moslem teachings and
ideology. In addition to that, he interpreted the origin and
development of both society and the state. He believes that the
genesis of society and the state is rooted in the human nature of
man in, as much as man is by nature is a social animal. It is to be
said that Al-Ghazali's thought was influenced by many variables
the most important of which Islam, Greek philosophy and the
social structure and events of the society he was living in.

The thesis in its entirety is composed of eleven consistent
chapters. Chapter one studies the major terms and concepts used
in the search like thought, social thought, human society,

socialization ethical socialization, social mobility and so on.

Chapter two of thesis studies the previous literature written on

the subject, which is reflected in Iraqi, Arab, and foreign studies
on which the researcher has depended largely in formulating the
major issues and topics of his studies.

Chapter three tackles the theoretical and methodological
framework of the research. The theoretical framework is
objectified in the sociological theory of Al-Ghazaly that expounds
the nature of man and society. And the methodological
framework of research is reflected in four scientific methods
namely the historical, comparative, inductive and deductive

methods. Each of the methods has helped us to gather the




information needed on the chapters specified. Chapter four deals
with the life and scientific biography of Al-Ghazali.

As for chapter five, it studies the major factors, which
impinged on Al- Ghazali social thought and his scientific
researches and writings. It is to be stated that factors which
affected the scientific thought and creativity of Al-Ghazali are
social political intellectual and religious factors. chapter six of the
thesis deals with the scientific methods used by al- Ghazali in his
academic work , such methods are historical inductive , deductive
and comparative .

Chapter seven deals with the geneses of society as it is
understood by the thinker. Chapter eight tackles the social and

ethical education, which encompasses the social thought of Al-

Ghazali. Such a chapter investigates four major areas, namely the

influence of value on behaviors, socialization and ethical
education approaches, the channels of social and ethical
education.

As for chapter nine, it studies social classes and social
mobility in Arab society and the objective and subjective factors
responsible for class affiliation. Chapter ten specializes in
comparing the social thought of Al-Ghazali with that of Hegel.
Comte, Spencer and email Durkheim. Such a comparison
indicates the similarities and differences between Al-Ghazali and
other European social thinkers mentioned above. Chapter eleven

tackles the summary and conclusions of the entire thesis.




