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Part 1 Chapter 1

The sentence

Types

No matter how many ideas it may contain, a sentence must always
cxpress a complcte thought. There are three types of sentence: simph,
compoand, and eompldx.

The.Strnpte Scnknce expresses one idea only, It has cne subject and one
predicate. Example:

The man (subject) knocked at the door (predicate).

The Compaund Sentfitcs contains more than one idea. In this type of
sentence all the ideas expressed have an equal value. Example:

The man knocked at the door and waited for an answer.

The0omplcx Smtenu contains one main idea (called the o main clause')
and one or more secondary ideas (called 'subordinate clauses').

Example:
As soon as he arrived at the house (subordinate clause) the man
knocked at *he door (main clause).

.Joining sentencss
The words which are used to combine sentences are called o conjunctions'.
In the erercises that follow you will practise some of the main ways in
which different ideas can be joined to make complete sentences.

coupouwD sENTsNcEs Thc main conjunctions used to form compound
sentences ar€ t and, butryet, so, both .,. ad, eithn .., ar, neitlwr .., nlr, not only
.,, btlt.

Complete the following gentences by choosing one of i:he two words
given in brackets,

(u) (A.td, Both) my wife and I went out early yesterday.
(b) (Or, Either) we will have to wait for them, or we will have to leave a

message.
(c) He neither took my advice (nor, or) his father's,



TIu Scnhwe

withu ... ftar

Note that in the negative both .,, and and dithcr ,.. 0r become neitlw ... tror,

Exacise r
Join the following pairs of sentences using the conjunctions given in
brackets. When you have done so write similar sentences of your
own.
r. He was in Italy last year. Now he has returned home. (but)
e. The talk on the radio was not amusing. ft was not interesting, (ruitlur

.., ttor)

B. He told me to leave. He told me never to call again. (not only ...
hutJ

4. f have often invited him here. He has never come. {ta)
5" Hurry up. You will be late. (or)
6. The manager told him he must work hard. He must leave the firm.

(eitlur ,..0r)
7. She sent a present to nny brother. She sent a present to me. (both ...

and)
B. My mother lives abroad, My father lives abroad. (both ,.. and)
g. She finished her housework. She went out shopping. (safand)

Io, He does not eat too much. He does not drink too much, (withrr ...
nor)

It. He told me I could stay here. He told me I could go away. (cither ,..
or)

rr. I bought a nelv car last year. I am not satisfied with it. (iur)
r3. My wife will not go to the corrcert tonight. I will not to go the conccrt

tonight. (neitha .,. nor)
14. He needs a new suit. He need$ a ncw pair of shoes. (not onty ,,. but)
IS, I received your telegram. I received your letter. (both ... and)
16. We must $cor€ two more goals. We will lose the match, (or)
r7. I forgot my umbrella. I had tCI r€tum home. (sofand)
IB. She bought very fcw things. $he spent a lot ofmoney . (N)
rg. He did not tellme the trutJr, I misunderstood him. {citlar ... or)
*o. He learned how to read English. He learned hcw to write it. (not

anfu ,.. but)

coMPLEX sEt*rENcEs In the exercises that follow you will practise some
ofthe main ways in which different ideas can be joined to make complex
sentences.

Conrplete the following sentences by choosing one of the two words
given in brackets.
(a) The gardener (who, which) works here is very good.



(b)
(c)
(d)

Joining senteraes g

The man (ryho,1hom) you saw yesterday is my neighbour.
He has received the money (which, who) I srnt hi*]
fh*-*:l (who, whom) wilt be playing on saturday alt belong to our
local club.

Excrcise e

Jojn the following pairs of sentences using the relative pronouns ario,
w-hom, whose, or uhich where necessary. when you have done so write
rimilar sentences of your own.
l. MrJones bought a new house. He has furnished it beautifully.
*' f have been looking for this book everywhere. I have now lbund it.
g. There were a lot ofpeople at the party. r had not met them before,
4. That is the man. r spoke to you about him last week.
l. Th" firemen went into the building. rt was fuil of smoke.
6. r have a fer',','relatives, They live irithe country.
?. Yy sister's friend came to see me. Her parent$ died Iast year.
8. He worked at this factory all his life. This is the factory.
g. The vase was very valuable. My younger brother broke it.

Io. A friend of mine will be coming tomorrow. I received a letter from
him.

t l. The man came to visit me. He has just arrived from the Far East.
rn. Therc are severalpeople here. I do not know their rlarnes.
I g. 

_Il 
he your ftiend ? Did you go to the cinema with him yesterday ?

t4. He has sent me a number of letters, f haven't had time to answer
them.

t{. Ilt* elephants escaped from the circus. They have been caught.
t6. The country house is very large. He lives in it during the summer.
t ?. Il" girl is our new secrerary. You saw her a moment ago.
lB. The actress lives next door, She is very famous.
tg. The man had to pay a fine. His car was parked on the wrong side of

the road.
lo. He is a lazy student. f can never depend on him.

INDIRECT gUEsrloNs Note that in sentences containing an indirect
question the subject must always be placed before the ver6"

lomplete the fotlowing sentences by choosing one of the two phrases given
in brackets.
(l) r cannot rememb,er (where did I leave, where r left) my coat.
(b) He-aslced me (when would my brother, when rny uro*er would)

arrive.
(") You did not tell me (how much this cost, how much did this cost.)



The Senterce

Ex*c*c g
Join the following pairs of sentences using the words when, what, whtc,
why, and howwhere they are needed. Make any other changes n"""rrury.
When you have completed this exercise write similar ,"rrioce, of your
own.

Why did he refuse to see me ? You must find out.
I must leave now. I havc already told you the reason.
How did you find out rny address? Please tell me.

Ilir ir Fl shop. She bought her new har at this shop.
when did you last hear from him ? write and let *i ktro*.
He wanted me to do somerhing for him. He did not tell me what it
was,

7. What did he tell you ? I rvould like to know.
8. How many letters did you writc to him? you cannot remember.
g. Did he leave the firm ? Ask him why.

to. when did you buy this picture ? You rnust surely rernember.
r t. He asked nre to meet him at a certain place. Thisls the place.
rg. How did he recognize you ? I can't understand it.
tg. Whcre did hc pur rhe book I lent you ? Please ask him.
t4' what time does the train arrive ? No onc seems to know.
15. Hc was going sonrcwherc. Hc would not tell me the place.

Joll{INc sBt{rEI{cBs wrrH coNJuNcTrons (l ) as, sintc, beuuse, now thal.
Complcte the following sentences by choosing one of the two words or
phrarer grven in brackets.
{a} Wc had to leave (*hy, hccause) it was so latc.
(b) (Now $ut, $o that) it has stopped raining, I shall not have to take

an umbrclla.

Excrcise 4
Join the following pairs of sentences using the conjunctions given in
brackets. When you have done so, writc similar retrt*i-,.*, of youl own.
r. We did not $(pect you. You did not lct us know you were coming"

{bccausc}
z. The thops have shut. We should go home, (now that)
3. lou have not understood the question. r wili repeat'it. (sirce)
4. It.! raining heavily. I wilt nor go our. (ar)
q. f_did nottell him. r was afraid r would huit his feelings. (becausc)
6. You had better not stay too long. I have a lot ofworklo do. (ar)
?. W" rhould go home. The sun has set. (now that)
8. He is sure to pass his cxamination, He has worked so hard. (sircc)
s. !ry has bought a car. It will be easy forher to get to work. (now ihat)

to. I did not go to the theatre. r could not get tickets , (because)

I.
2,

3.
4.
5.
6,



Joining $ntcrces 5

JOINING SEtflEttCES Wrrrr coNJuNcrtoNs (e) Jo .., that, sach ,., that,
Complete the following sentences by choosing one ofthe words or phrases
given in brackets.
(l) He is {a so, such a) kind person that he is sure to help me"
(b) He was (such, so) pleased when he heard the news that he rang me

up at once.
(.) It is (such a, a so) nice day, I cannot bear to stay indoors.

Exercise 5
Join the following pairs of sentences using Jo ... tkat, or such ,,.fftat where
necessary. When you have done so, writesimiiarsentences of your own.
t. II. was glad to see me. He asked me to stay the night.
a. ffe was tired. He could not get up in the morning.
3. r have many friends abroad. I cannot write to all of them.
4. He is a good driver, I am surprised to hear he has had an accident.
5. He is an interesting person, It is a pleasure to hear him talk.
6. It is a good film. It would be a piiy to rniss it.
I. She was very angry. She refused to see him.
8. It is a beautiful evening. We should go for a walk.
g. IIe is a shy per$on. He dislikes talking to strangers.

Io, 'We aruived early. We had to wait for over an hour.

JOTNTNC SENTENCES wrru coNJUNcrroNs (3) to, in arder to, so as to, (followed
by T infrnitive) and so that, in ordx that, (followed by may, might, can,
could, shall, should, will and would).
Complete the following sentences by choosing one of the two words or
phrases given in brackets.
iu) I wint there (for to, to) see him.
(b) lran quickly (in order to be not, in order not to be) Iate.
(.) The little boy hid behind the door (in order his aunt not to see him,

in order that his aunt might not see him.)
(d) I'll come and fetch you from the station (so that you will not have

to, in order you do not have to) walk as far as my house.

Exercise 6
Leaving out the verb 'to want' in each case, join the fbllowing pairs of
sentences using the conjunctions given in brackets. When you ha,r. done
tro, write similar sentences of your own.
L He went to the library. He wanted to borrow a book (lo)
a. The student asked the teacher a question. He wanted to understand

the exercise better, (in order that)
3. The thief drove guickly out of town. He did not want the police to

catch him. (so tlwt)



4, r went to the theatre early. r wanted to get a seat. {in order n)
5. f.rang uP. f wanted to find out what time she would cone."(in order

thatj
6. He went into the room quietly. He did not want to disturb his

brother who was asleep. (sa ar Co)

7. The conductor stopped the bus. A passenger wanted to get off (so
that)

8, I had to talce a taxi this morning. I did not want to miss my train,
{in order that}

g. She turned on the radio. She wanted her mother to hear the talk.
(so that)

ro. I went into the shop. I wanted to buy a watch. {lo)
I r. She went to the post-office. She wantid to post a letter. (in order to)
12. \{e Ieft in ai,urry. we did not want to be ieen. (so as fo)
rg. I wrote to the travel agency. I wanted them to send me some in- ,

formation. (zn order that)
14. The explorer wrote a book. He wanted everybody to learn about his

journey. (so tlzat)
r5' Tel[ him I have left. I do not want trim to trouble me again . (so that)

JoINING SENTENCES wrTH soNJUNcrroNs {4) although, caen though, ewn ,if,
howeacr (much, many, long etc.), inspite of thefact that.

Exndse 7
I--gaving out the phrase it dacs not rnatter gf where necessary, join the
following pairs of sentences using the conjunctions given in brackets.
whe,n you have done so, write similar sentences ofyour ov/n.
I. I wrote to him several times. I received no answer. (atthough)
e' He plays well. He is still not good enough for the foot[all ream.

(in spitc of theJiatr that)

Tlw Senterve

g. we are determined to get there. It does not matter how far away

It does not matter if yCIu go by plane.

s. r'm sure he won't come. It does not matter how long you wait.
(howeaer)

6. Y. are going on an excursion. The weather is bad. (in spite of the

fad that)

7. He speala French well. He has never been to France . {eaen though)
8. she was very busy, she was able to help me, (although)
g. I should not work for him if I were you. It does ott matter if he

offers you a big salary, {eaen iJ)
ro. I still think. the film is poor. It does not matter if so many people

enjoyed it, (eaen though)

it is. (ioruaaer)

4, The journey takes too long.
paen tf)


