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2. 1 Teaching & Testing  
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2.2 Test Constructions (Test Design) 

When starting to construct a test, one should try to answer the following questions: 

 What kind of a test is to be made? Achievement (final or progress), 

proficiency, diagnostic, or placement?  

 What is its precise purpose? 

 What abilities are to be tasted? 

 How detailed must the results be? 

 How accurate must the results be? 

 How important is backwash? 

 What constraints are set by unavailability of expertise, facilities, time (for 

construction, and scoring)? 

 Who will take the exam? 

 What is the scope of the test? Classroom, schools, district, country? 

 

3.2 Stages in Test Constructions (Test Development) 

Test development is organized into the following four stages: 

1. Planning stage includes the following components: 

a) Describing the purpose of the test, 

b) Identifying and describing tasks in the domain, 

c) Describing the characteristics of the language user/ test takers, 

d) Defining the construct to be tasted, 

e) Developing a plan for evaluating the qualities of test usefulness,  

f) Identifying resources and developing a plan for their allocation and 

management, 

g) Determining format and timing of the test, 

h) Determining critical levels of performance, and  

i) Determining scoring procedures. 

2. Writing stage includes the following components: 

a) Sampling, and 

b) Item writing. 
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3. Reviewing stage includes the following components: 

a) Moderation of the items, 

b) Moderation of the scoring key, and  

c) Preparation of instructions. 

4. Pre-testing stage includes the following components: 

a) Try-out, and  

b) item analysis. 

 

3.3 Characteristics of a Good Test Design 

The following points highlight the four main characteristics of a good test. The 

characteristics are: 

3.3.1. Validity  

The first important characteristic of a good test is validity. The test must really 

measure what it has been designed to measure. Validity is often assessed by 

exploring how the test scores correspond to some criteria, that is same behaviour, 

personal accomplishment or characteristic that reflects the attribute that the test 

designed to gauge. 

3.3.2. Reliability  

This means that the test should give similar results even though different testers 

administrate it, different people scores in different forms of the test are given and 

the same person takes that test at two or more different times. Reliability is usually 

checked by comparing different sets of scores. 

3.3.3. Objectivity  

By objectivity of a measuring instrument is meant for the degree to which equally 

competent users get the same results. This presupposes subjective factor. A test is 

objective when it makes for the elimination of the scorer’s personal opinion bias 

judgment. The recognition of the quality objectivity in a test has been largely 

responsible for the development of an arised and objective type tests. 
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3.3.4. Norms 

In addition to reliability and validity good test needs norms. Norms are sets of score 

obtained by whom the test is intended. The scores obtained by these groups provide 

a basic for interpreting any individual score. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

References:  

 Abdul Jabar Darwash & Faris Aljarah. (1995). An Elementary Course in Testing English as Foreign 

Language for Student Teachers. Baghdad.  

 Reshma. 4 Main Characteristics of a Good Test. Retrieved in 10th of October 2019 at: 

http://www.psychologydiscussion.net/intelligence/4-main-characteristics-of-a-good-test/2040 

 Seyyed Abbas Mousavi. (2012). An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Language Testing, 5th ed. Rahnampress.  

 

http://www.psychologydiscussion.net/intelligence/4-main-characteristics-of-a-good-test/2040

