
 

3.1.2 Short English vowels  

. The symbols for these short vowels are: i, e, æ , ʌ , ɒ, u, ə Short vowels are only 

relatively short; as we shall see later, vowels can have quite different lengths in 

different contexts. 

 

 

To describe a vowel, there is a need for three main features: height of the tongue, part 

of the tongue , shape of lips.  

/ Ι/ it is close-mid , front , spread  

/e/  open-mid , front , spread   

/ æ/ open , front, spread  

/ə/ between close mid -open mid,  central , neutral  

/u/ close, back, rounded  

/ ɒ/ open-mid, back, rounded.  

/ʌ/ open-mid, central, neutral.  

 

Check the following transcribed words :  

 



 

 

 

Check the following contrasted short vowels:  

 

 

Written exercise  

 

 



             5.Transcribe the following words :  

               Bit,      but ,   ask  

 

3.1.3 English long vowels  

The English long vowel sounds tend to be longer than the English short vowel sounds 

in similar contexts because the length of all English vowel sounds varies very much 

according to their contexts: "their contexts" refers here to:                                              

1-the type of sound that follows them. 

2-the presence and absence of stress.  

 

     The English long vowel sounds are: /i:/, /a:/, /u:/, /Ↄ:/, /Ә:/ (5 long vowel sounds in 

English). 

 

Description of long vowels:  

/i:/  close , front , spread  

/u:/ close, back , rounded  

/з:/ open-mid,  central, neutral.  

/Ↄ:/ open-mid,  back, rounded  

/a:/ open, back, neutral.  



 

Check the following transcribed words:  

 

 
 

Check and compare short and long vowels:  

 

 

3.1. 4 English Diphthongs  

English Diphthongs  

Diphthongs are sounds which consist of a movement or glide from one vowel to 

another. A vowel which remains constant and does not glide is called a pure vowel.  

 



 

The centering diphthongs glide towards the ə (schwa) vowel, as the symbols 

indicate. 

/Ιə/ is (example words: ‘beard’, weird’, ‘fierce’) dear (/dɪə/) or fear (/fɪə/) 

/eə/ (example words: ‘aired’, ‘cairn’, ‘scarce’) fair (/feə/) or care (/keə/) 

/uə/ example words: ‘moored’, ‘tour’, ‘lure’) sure (/ʃʊə/) or cure (/kjʊə/) 

 

The closing diphthongs glide toward / Ι/ :  

/eΙ/ (example words: ‘paid’, ‘pain’, ‘face’) late (/leɪt/) or gate (/geɪt/  

/aΙ/  (example words: ‘tide’, ‘time’, ‘nice’) time (/taɪm/) or rhyme (/raɪm/) 

/ↃΙ/  (example words: ‘void’, ‘loin’, ‘voice’) (/ʤɔɪn/) or coin (/kɔɪn/) 

 

Two diphthongs glide towards /u/, so that as the tongue moves closer to the roof 

of the mouth there is at the same time a rounding movement of the lips.  

/əu/ (example words: ‘load’, ‘home’, ‘most’) globe (/ˈgləʊb/) or show (/ʃəʊ/) 

/au/ (example words: ‘loud’, ‘gown’, ‘house’) cow (/kaʊ/) or how (/haʊ/) 

 

 



3.1.5  English Triphthongs  

The most complex English sounds of the vowel type are the triphthongs. They can 

be rather difficult to pronounce, and very difficult to recognise. A triphthong is a 

glide from one vowel to another and then to a third, all produced rapidly and without 

interruption. 

The triphthongs can be looked on as being composed of the five closing diphthongs 

described in the last section, with 0 added on the end. Thus we get: 

 

 

Some example words are given here: 

 

Written exercises: 

 

 


