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 4-Heroism:  

          Triumph over crushing adversity is the heart 
of heroism, and in order for Santiago the 
fisherman to be a heroic emblem for humankind, 
his tribulations must be monumental. Triumph, 
though, is never final, as Santiago's successful 
slaying of the marlin shows, else there would be 
no reason to include the final 30 pages of the 
book. Hemingway vision of  
heroism is Sisyphean, requiring continuous labor 
for quintessentially ephemeral ends.  



5-Manhood: 
         Hemingway's ideal of manhood is 
nearly inseparable from the ideal of 
heroism discussed above. To be a man 
is to behave with honor and dignity: to 
not succumb to suffering, to accept 
one's duty without complaint, and 
most importantly, to display a 
maximum of self-control.  



6-Success: 
        Hemingway draws a distinction 
between two different types of 
success: outer, material success and 
inner, spiritual success. That Santiago 
can end the novella undefeated after 
steadily losing his hard-earned, most 
valuable possession is a testament to 
the privileging of inner success over 
outer success.  



7-The  theme of love 
      Against the seeming indifference of 
the universe, love is often the only 
force that endures. This force is best 
seen in the relationship of Santiago 
and Manolin, which has endured since 
Manolin’s early childhood. Some of 
the younger fishermen, in contrast, 
often spoke of the sea as a 
“contestant” or even an “enemy.” 


